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C«�Öã�Ù 1:  
CÊÃÃçÄ®ãù D�Ý�Ù®Öã®ÊÄ 

In This Chapter: 
· PopulaƟon and Household CharacterisƟcs 
· Housing CondiƟons and Trends 
· Economic Influences and Trends 
· Geography and Environmental Resources 
· Community FaciliƟes and Services 
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D�ÃÊ¦Ù�Ö«®� Ι E�ÊÄÊÃ®� Oò�Ùò®�ó 
 

IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
To meaningfully plan for Port Huron Township's future, it is important to consider the Township's history/past 
trends, current condiƟons, future projecƟons, and the demographic and socioeconomic informaƟon for its 
surrounding jurisdicƟons. The Township's demographic and socioeconomic data is used to understand how the 
community has changed over Ɵme, determine factors that may influence goal development and future land use 
decisions. The Township's future projecƟons are analyzed to assist with idenƟfying emerging issues and to 
provide insights into where the Township may be heading in the future. This analysis provides a factual 
foundaƟon to assist policy makers with decisions for the township. Township data is compared to its 
surrounding jurisdicƟons, St. Clair County, and the State of Michigan to provide perspecƟve on where the 
Township stands in relaƟon to these other enƟƟes. 
 

Eø®Ýã®Ä¦ TÙ�Ä�Ý �Ä� CÊÃÖ�Ù�ã®ò� PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ GÙÊóã« 

Port Huron Township's populaƟon profile compares its populaƟon, age, race, educaƟon, and household 
characterisƟcs to the surrounding communiƟes. Situated directly to the west of the City of Port Huron, Port 
Huron Township has the third largest populaƟon of all the communiƟes within St. Clair County, trailing Fort 
GraƟot Township (11,242) and the City of Port Huron (28,983), and has the second largest populaƟon of the 
townships within the county. In 2010, most St. Clair County communiƟes experienced a populaƟon loss. 
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The Township conƟnues to grow, while most of St. Clair County declines. 
Table 1-1 shows the populaƟon of Port Huron Township in comparison with its surrounding communiƟes and St. 
Clair County. Port Huron Township by 138 people between 2010 and 2020, represenƟng a 1.3% increase. During 
the same ten-year period, three of the Township's neighboring communiƟes experienced growth: Kimball 
Township (2.7% increase), Fort GraƟot (1.2% increase) and the City of Marysville (0.4% increase); while, the City of 
Port Huron had a 4% decrease in its populaƟon and St. Clair County experienced a loss of 2,657 people (1.6% 
decrease). 
 

PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ H®ÝãÊÙù 
Historical populaƟon growth analysis is significant in providing an understanding of how a community has 
developed its present character. It helps to indicate the strength of the township in aƩracƟng future growth. Thus, 
by understanding the populaƟon expansion or contracƟon of the past, there is some basis for projecƟng the 
populaƟon growth in the future.  
 
From 1910 to 2020, Port Huron Township experienced a steady increase in populaƟon with the exclusion of years 
1980 to 1990 where it experienced a 3.4% decline (a loss of 265 people). Figure 1-1 depicts Port Huron Township 
having a populaƟon of 3,440 people in the 1940 Census. The 1960 Census revealed a township populaƟon of 7,047 
persons, for a 160% increase over the course of three decades. Most of this growth occurred between the years of 
1940-1950, when the Township 
had just over a 70% increase in 
populaƟon. The 1950-1960 
decade witnessed the Port Huron 
Township’s populaƟon increase 
by nearly 20% and between 1960 
and 1970, populaƟon increased 
another 8.3%.  
 
Despite the rapid and steady 
growth in previous decades, the 
growth began to slow and the 
Township’s populaƟon was 
thought to have leveled off with 
the increases conƟnuing to shrink 
with only a 3.3% rise between 
1970-1980. This was followed by 
the previously menƟoned decade 
(1980-1990) experiencing a loss of 3.4%.  
 
However, the decline was short lived as the Township began to experience steady growth from 1990 to the 
present. From a decade standpoint, during the course of the past three decades between 1990 to 2020, the 
Township experienced over a 41% increase in populaƟon. During this same period, most other communiƟes in St. 
Clair County, (23/33) including the County itself,  experienced a slight decline in populaƟon. Overall, the county 
lost nearly 4,000 people from 2000 to 2020.   
 
 
 

 T��½� 1-1:  PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ CÊÃÖ�Ù®ÝÊÄÝ, 2010-2020 

Jurisdiction 
2010  

Census 
2020             

Census 
Change  

2010-2020 
Growth Rate 

2010-2020 

Port Huron Township 10,654 10,792 138 1.3% 

Clyde Township 5,579 5,523 -56 -1.0% 

Fort Gratiot Township 11,108 11,242 134 1.2% 

Kimball Township 9,358 9,609 251 2.7% 

Marysville 9,959 9,997 38 0.4% 

Port Huron 30,184 28,983 -1,201 -4.0% 

St. Clair County 163,040 160,383 -2,657 -1.6% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2020    
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PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ 
PÙÊ¹��ã®ÊÄÝ 
While planning for a community 
requires historical populaƟon 
trends be taken into account, it is 
also essenƟal for a community plan 
to be developed with a perspecƟve 
of the projected future populaƟon. 
The Township’s historical growth 
provides a foundaƟon for the 
calculaƟon of future esƟmates. 
These forecasts are designed to 
assess the forthcoming 
requirements for various land and 
community facility uses.  SEMCOG 
develops a regional forecast for 
233 local communiƟes in Southeast 

Michigan every five years. SEMCOG's forecast provides a long-range and comprehensive view of future 
demographic and economic changes, and also makes base data available for use in planning for infrastructure 
and development needs. The SEMCOG projecƟons for Port Huron Township used in this master plan are based 
on data from SEMCOG’s 2045 Regional Forecast ProjecƟons. The Future Land Use Plan is directly related to the 
2045 projecƟons of Port Huron Township and St. Clair County. 
 
As indicated earlier, the Township’s populaƟon growth conƟnues to increase during the present decade. Port 
Huron Township is projected to gain 1,474 
residents between 2020 and 2045 populaƟon 
forecast, an increase of nearly 14% from 2020.   
 
St. Clair County is also expected to experience 
slight, but steady growth over the next 25 years. To 
a large extent, growth in Port Huron Township 
depends on the total growth of the county. Certain 
regional factors that influence quality of life can 
influence the future growth of the Township, 
including the economy, lifestyle, commuƟng habits, 
and housing availability and affordability within the 
region. Many of these factors are beyond the 
Township’s control and others may only be slightly 
influenced by acƟons of the Township, but being 
aware of the trends and issues taking place 
throughout the region can be advantageous when 
planning for a community to support and 
complement the region as a whole. Thus, as Port 
Huron Township examines its trending and 
predicted populaƟon growth, along with that of its 

F®¦çÙ� 1-1:  H®ÝãÊÙ®��½ PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ, 1920-2020 

T��½� 1-2:  PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ C«�Ä¦� �ù D����� 

Year Count Percent 

1920 - 1930 67 2.5% 

1930 - 1940 731 27.0% 

1940 - 1950 2,435 70.8% 

1950 - 1960 1,172 19.9% 

1960 - 1970 588 8.3% 

1970 - 1980 251 3.3% 

1980 - 1990 -265 -3.4% 

1990 - 2000 994 13.0% 

2000 - 2010 2,039 23.7% 

2010 - 2020 138 1.3% 

Average Change per Decade  7,582 17.5% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau and SEMCOG Community Profile, 2020 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau  and SEMCOG Community Profile, 2020 
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neighbors, the Future Land Use Plan    for the community can be adjusted allowing the level of growth to help 
determine whether it may need to be accelerated or decelerated to meet the various transportaƟon, facility and 
public service needs of the area’s populaƟon.   
 

G�Ä�Ù�ã®ÊÄÝ �Ä� G�Ä��Ù 
The age of township residents can serve as an indicator of future economic, housing, transportaƟon, and other 
community needs. Throughout the United States, the median age of the populaƟon is increasing as the Baby 
Boomer generaƟon ages. In addiƟon, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has indicated 
that  rural populaƟons are slightly older than the American populaƟon as a whole; and, as younger individuals 
leave rural areas to pursue different economic opportuniƟes, it is aging even faster. When compared on the 
larger geographical level, Port Huron Township falls into this older-aged category.   
 
Port Huron Township’s populaƟon is slightly older than both the naƟonal and state populaƟons and younger 
than that of St. Clair County. However, the Township is aging at a much slower rate than any of these three 
geographic locaƟons. The median age of township residents is 40.6 years.   Not only is it lower than the County, 
but it has been one of the youngest five communiƟes within St. Clair County in both 2010 and 2019. With a 
median age of 38.5 in 2010; Port Huron Township had the lowest median age of all St. Clair County townships. 
This age only surpassed that of the villages of Capac and EmmeƩ and the ciƟes of Port Huron and Yale. By 2019, 
the Township’s median age increased by over two years (40.6); yet, it remains the youngest township within St. 
Clair County. During that Ɵme span, both the villages of Capac and EmmeƩ grew at a faster rate, surpassing Port 

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development Forecast 

F®¦çÙ� 1-2:  PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ FÊÙ���Ýã�� C«�Ä¦�Ý, 2030 - 2045 
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Huron Township’s median age. This leaves only the ciƟes of Memphis, Port Huron, and Yale having a younger 
age, on average, than Port Huron Township.  
 
A population pyramid is a useful analysis tool that breaks down an area’s total population to show the percent 
of males and females within each age group, and is oŌen referred to as an age-sex pyramid. This is illustrated by 
a bar that extends from either side of the midpoint with each side of the graph represenƟng a gender. The 
youngest age group is shown at the base of the pyramid with progressively older age groups building upon the 
base.  A populaƟon pyramid is an important data visualizaƟon tool to help with forecasƟng social and economic 
change. 
 
Overall, females are larger as a gender group. In comparison to age there is no large disparity in the male-to-
female ratio, as portrayed in Figure 1-3, where the male and female bars appear to generally mirror each other 
amongst the majority of age ranges.  
 
While the Township currently has a greater portion of residents under the age of 50 (61%) than those over 
(39%), this is the result of a five percent loss for those under 50 (66% in 2010) and a five percent gain for those 
ages over 50 (34% in 2010). Older porƟons of the populaƟon are growing at such a pace that younger age 
groups are unable to replenish the aging groups at a similar rate.   
 
School-Age Population (5-19 years old) 
The populaƟon that falls within this age group can oŌen be viewed as a short range indicator of future school 
enrollment for the Port Huron Area School District and over this past decade it has experienced a 10.5% decline 
(-226 people). It is interesƟng to note that at only 8%, the Township doesn’t have a very substanƟal number of 
children between the ages of 10 and 14 (502). If current trends conƟnue, this suggests the number of 20 to 24 
year olds in the township may drop further, but will more than likely remain marginal over the next ten years. 
This could be tricky to plan for potenƟal needs as many of the youth currently in this cohort may leave for 
college and not return to the township; however, it will conƟnue to require sufficient educaƟonal services and 
recreaƟonal opportuniƟes for future demands. 
 
Family Formation Population (20 - 44 years old) 
The Township residents within this phase of life have only experienced a 3.2% growth rate with the addition of 
around one hundred residents. This is a significant stage of life because it is where families are typically creating 
and expanding.  With this age cohort presently growing slowly alongside the decline in youth, it reveals the 
Township is experiencing and will likely continue to experience lower birth rates and a decrease in families and 
family size. For the community to increase its potential of replenishing the shrinking younger population, it will 
require growth among these younger ages.  
 
Labor Force Population(15-64 years old) 
Although not all persons in this group are actually employed or seeking employment, this age group is often 
referred to as the primary labor force age. There has been a slight increase in the labor force population over 
the past decade, growing by 4% in proportion to the entire population (2010: 66% and 2020: 70%). Looking 
within this working age group, it further emphasizes the populaƟon is aging in place as the largest cohort 
representaƟon in 2010 was among those aged 45 to 54, sƟll prime working age. In 2020, individuals in that 
group would have entered the 55 to 64 age group. As a result we now realize this has become the largest age 
cohort among the 2020 populaƟon; and at this age, many of these individuals will also be considering 
reƟrement or will have already reƟred.  
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Senior Population (65 and older) 
With the continued aging of the baby boomer generation, there will likely be a significant increase in the elderly 
population. According to SEMCOG’s 2045 Forecast, as depicted in Figure 1-4,  the number of children under five 
years is anticipated to continue falling by about 10% and the senior citizens over age 85 will continue growing by 
60% over the twenty year projection illustrated in the bar chart. Considering this is a national trend, Port Huron 
Township is not anticipated to be impacted quite as drastically as other areas that are expected to double or 
triple their older population.  
 
Dependency Ratio 
It is significant to note that as the elderly grow, they will still become a larger percentage of the Township’s 
dependency ratio. The dependency raƟo measures the burden caused by non-working people on a community’s 
working-age populaƟon and is determined by dividing the total number of non-working dependents (people 
considered too young or too old to work - those under 15 or over 64), by those of working age (15-64 years old).  
A lower raƟo means there are fewer dependent-age people relaƟve to the size of the working-age populaƟon. In 
contrast, a higher raƟo indicates there are more dependent-age people relaƟve to those of working age. 
Therefore, the higher the dependency raƟo, the greater the burden.  
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-Year Estimates 

F®¦çÙ� 1-3:  A¦�-S�ø PùÙ�Ã®�, 2020 

1000 750 500 250 0 250 500 750 1000

Under 10

10 to 14

15 to 19

20 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 74

75+

Number of Persons

MALES FEMALES



Page 8 

PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä 
 

To gain a more accurate 
dependency esƟmate, the 
labor force parƟcipaƟon rate 

for each age group should 
also be factored in. The 
Bureau of Labor and StaƟsƟcs 
esƟmates show the labor 
force parƟcipaƟon rate is 
dropping overall in the United 
States because young people 
from ages 16 to 24 are 
choosing educaƟon and going 
to school instead of entering 
the labor force. That means 
the other age groups are 
picking up the slack. 
According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the overall age 
dependency raƟo in Port 
Huron Township has dropped 
to 57.0 in 2019, down from 
62.1 in 2010. This is likely a 

result from the decline in youth bringing the child dependency raƟo down. However, it is the old-age 
dependency raƟo that could become problemaƟc, as it was esƟmated at 24.6 in 2019, up from the 22.2 
esƟmated in 2010.  
 
As more baby boomers reƟre, and fewer people replenish those leaving the workforce, the proporƟon of those 
in the labor force declines and the proporƟon of residents outside the labor force is likely to expand. This could 
consequently create further burden for those remaining in the workforce. Township officials should recognize 
that more residents will reƟre, and at earlier ages.  People are also living longer, and are more acƟve in lifestyle 
than ever before. While reƟrees could potenƟally boost the Township’s economy as they typically have more 
disposable income to spend on shopping and leisure acƟviƟes, at the same Ɵme, an aging populaƟon has 
significant planning implicaƟons for housing, transportaƟon, health care, recreaƟon, and access to services. 
 

Ù��� �Ä� �ã«Ä®�®ãù 
OŌen misunderstood, the terms race and ethnicity tend to be used interchangeably, but their meanings are 
different. Race is viewed as biological, referring to the physical characterisƟcs of a person while ethnicity is 
viewed as a person’s cultural idenƟty. Therefore, a person who considers themselves white by race can also be 
LaƟno by ethnicity. Port Huron Township residents almost exclusively idenƟfy themselves as “one race” (96%). 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 2020 5-Year EsƟmates, of this 96% that 
selected “one race,” 88% are “white,” which is a higher proporƟon than the naƟon (72%) and state (78%), but 
lower than the county (94%) populaƟons. Compared to St. Clair County (2.3%), there is a slightly higher 
proporƟon of “Black or African American” residents in the township (7.3%).  
It is notable that there has been a growing presence of “Hispanic or LaƟno” residents in Port Huron Township. 
The number of those who idenƟfied as Hispanic or LaƟno within Port Huron Township (3% in 2020) has grown by 

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development Forecast 

F®¦çÙ� 1-4:  FÊÙ���Ýã�� PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ C«�Ä¦�, 2025-2045 
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66% in the past decade, and by 50% in proporƟon to its makeup within the township. Whereas, the County’s 
number has only risen by 15% and remains at the same proporƟonal rate as it was in 2010. 
 

HÊçÝ�«Ê½�Ý 
Elements of the housing  component are based upon the populaƟon characterisƟcs and projecƟons previously 
detailed. The understanding of the relaƟonship between housing and demographic trends is integral to creaƟng 
a complete picture of the Township’s past, present, and future. The following secƟon provides an overview of 
household composiƟon as well as the age, accessibility, affordability, and occupancy of  housing units. This  will 
play an important role in land use development and goal seƫng for the Township.  
 
Consistent with the fact that Port Huron Township has an older populaƟon, we find a lower number of persons 
per household. Between 2010 and 2020, the number of households in Port Huron Township increased by 225, or 
5.6%. The average household size is 2.38, which is slightly below the naƟonal, state and county averages. While 
sƟll on the lower end, the average household size is much more consistent with those of its neighboring 

communiƟes. The average 
family size found within Port 
Huron Township for 2020 has 
remained roughly the same 
2.80 size from 2010. With no 
change, it’s not surprising that 
the Township’s average family 
size is also on the smaller end 
of both the county (2.89), 
state (3.05) and naƟonal 
levels. 
 
The households in Port Huron 
Township are generally 
categorized as family units, 
with the majority being in 
married-couple families. 
Nonfamily households, which 
include people living alone or 

sharing a home with unrelated 
persons, make up approximately 29% of the total households in the township, up 1% from 2010.  Almost half of 
all households in the township are married couple families (51.6%). About one quarter (24.5%) of the 
householders live alone, and the remaining 76% are households with at least two individuals living in a home 
together.  
 

HÊçÝ®Ä¦ O��çÖ�Ä�ù 
According to the American Community Survey 2020 5-Year EsƟmates, there were 4,406 housing units in Port 
Huron Township in 2020. This is an increase of 54 units since 2010. 
 
As shown in Table 1-3, the number of households (occupied housing units) in Port Huron Township increased by 
94, or 3.8%, between 2010 and 2020. In 2020, there were 4,138 occupied units and the largest majority were 
owner occupied, which is expected in a more rural environment that primarily contains single-family residenƟal 
homes. Of these occupied units, nearly 61% were owner occupied and the remaining 39% were renter occupied.  

F®¦çÙ� 1-5:   Aò�Ù�¦� HÊçÝ�«Ê½� S®þ�, 2020 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-Year Estimates 
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However, when you take a closer look at the contrasƟng numbers between the owner-occupied and the renter-
occupied, you will noƟce that there was a 9.6% decrease in homeownership and a nearly 29% increase in rental 
occupied units since 2010. This suggests several formerly owner-occupied homes are now being uƟlized as 
rentals.   
  

HÊçÝ®Ä¦ SãÊ�» 
The percentage of housing units by type are indicated in in Figure 1-6 for Port Huron Township, its abuƫng 
communiƟes and St. Clair County. Although the housing unit data presented in this chart reinforces the 
prevailing paƩern of single family detached homes in Port Huron Township, they are less dominant today than 
in previous years. Like many communiƟes throughout the region, state, and even country, the composiƟon of 
Port Huron Township's housing stock between renter-occupied and owner-occupied housing has shiŌed 
dramaƟcally. 
  
This shiŌ is likely in response to the financial downturn which generated numerous financially-moƟvated home 
sales that took place during the housing crisis. Consequently, many homeowners were pushed into the rental 
market. Numerous homes that went through foreclosure or short-sale were ulƟmately purchased and 
converted to rental units. This  explains the shiŌ, over Ɵme, from more owner occupied, to renter occupied 
homes, as well as the disappearing supply of single family detached homes and the expanding supply of single 
family aƩached homes. NaƟonwide, several million single-family homes converted to rental homes over the 
course of the recession. Typically, single-family home rent is higher than inflaƟon-adjusted median rent for 
apartment units.  
 
When reviewing the age of homes in Port Huron Township, trends are similar to those occurring statewide, 
where right up to the year 2009, the rate of growth significantly slowed and nearly came to a halt as the 
housing market experienced a downturn. In 1960, the Township had established 33% of today’s housing stock; 
however, the first big surge was in the 1970’s where the Township added 776 homes which brought them to 
50% of today’s housing stock. The building rate slowed in the 1980’s, only to rebound in the 1990’s with a rate 
of growth similar to the 1970’s, as portrayed in Table 1-4.  This pace conƟnued into the early 2000’s when 
another 21% (925) of homes were built.  However, housing construcƟon has decreased dramaƟcally since 2010.  
 
The median year for the housing built in Port Huron Township is 1981, making the majority of the homes at 

 ã��½� 1-3: «ÊçÝ®Ä¦ çÄ®ãÝ �ù Ê��çÖ�Ä�ù, 2010 �Ä� 2020 

Occupancy Category Total Units 
2010 

Percent of 
Total 

Total Units 
2020 

Percent of 
Total 

Unit Count 
Change 

Percent 
Change 

Total Housing Units 4,352 100% 4,406 100% 54 -5.4% 

   Occupied 4,044 93.0% 4,138 93.90% 94 3.8% 

      Percent Owner Occupied 2,785 68.7% 2,518 60.8% -267 -9.6% 

      Percent Renter Occupied 1,259 31.1% 1,620 39.1% 361 28.7% 

   Vacant 308 7.0% 268 6.1% -40 -13.0% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2010 and 2020 5-Year EsƟmates 
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T��½� 1-4: A¦� Ê¥ HÊçÝ®Ä¦ SãÙç�ãçÙ�Ý, 2020 

Year Built 
Michigan St. Clair County Port Huron Township 

Number of 
Units 

Percent of 
Total 

Number of 
Units 

Percent of 
Total 

Number of 
Units 

Percent of 
Total 

 2014 or later 82,985 1.8% 788 1.1% 40 0.9% 

2010 to 2013 56,872 1.2% 371 0.5% 22 0.5% 

2000 to 2009 454,659 9.9% 8,559 11.8% 925 21.0% 

Built 1990 to 1999 611,539 13.3% 12,408 17.1% 774 17.6% 

 Built 1980 to 1989 454,857 9.9% 7,524 10.4% 507 11.5% 

Built 1970 to 1979 708,551 15.4% 10,711 14.8% 776 17.6% 

Built 1960 to 1969 544,231 11.8% 6,313 8.7% 291 6.6% 

Built 1950 to 1959 679,715 14.7% 9,124 12.6% 431 9.8% 

Built 1940 to 1949 344,608 7.5% 4,888 6.8% 224 5.1% 

Built 1939 or earlier 673,896 14.6% 11,709 16.2% 416 9.4% 

Total 4,611,913 100.0% 72,395 100.0% 4,406 100.0% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-Year EsƟmates 

F®¦çÙ� 1-6:  HÊçÝ®Ä¦ SãÊ�» �ù TùÖ�, 2020 
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least 40 years old. This aging stock in Port Huron Township indicates, at minimum, a need for conƟnual 
maintenance to sustain the housing and possibly the need for replacement housing.  The lifespan of a home 
depends largely on the iniƟal construcƟon and the investment in maintenance over Ɵme. Aging housing stock 
also provides some significant challenges for seniors in rural areas. They oŌen have fewer residenƟal opƟons 
than their own homes, which due to age and design, are not as easily converted to allow for aging in place. In 
addiƟon, the previously suggested ongoing single-family home maintenance can quickly become an added cost 
burden for seniors on fixed incomes, making the economics of staying in their home very difficult.  
 

Bç®½�®Ä¦ P�ÙÃ®ãÝ  
The housing unit data presented in Table 1-5 idenƟfies the housing units permiƩed in Port Huron Township and 
adjoining communiƟes. A review of the Township building permit records shows a total of 53 new housing units 
were established between 2017 and 2021, all of which were single-family homes. However, during that same 
Ɵme period, there were 14 demoliƟons of residenƟal units, giving the township a net gain of 39 units.  
 

CÊÝã Ê¥ HÊçÝ®Ä¦ 
Just over 70% of the owner-occupied homes with a mortgage in Port Huron Township have an esƟmated value  
between $100,000 and $299,999. Approximately 14% of the township’s homes are valued at $50,000 to $99,999 
and roughly 9% of homes with mortgages are worth $300,000 to $499,999.   
 
At $147,000, Port Huron’s esƟmated median home value is on the lower end, as it is exceeded in price by both 
the county, at $161,200, the state, at $167,000 and all neighboring communiƟes with the excepƟon of the City of 
Port Huron ($101,300). The township’s median home value is just about the same as the median home value in 
the City of Marysville.  The comparison of median home values between Port Huron Township and neighboring 
communiƟes is shown in Figure 1-7.  
 
The comparison of median gross rent between Port Huron Township and adjoining communiƟes is shown in 
Figure 1-8. All enƟƟes experienced an increase in median rent from 2010 to 2020, with the Township’s median 
rent on the higher end of the rent scale compared with the surrounding jurisdicƟons and the State of Michigan. 
It is likely that the addiƟonal demand in the rental housing market has led to increased rents as more and more 
potenƟal renters compete with each other for a limited number of available units.  
Over the past decade, as home prices have fluctuated, household incomes, as well as household costs pertaining 
to owning or renƟng a home, have also undergone changes for Port Huron Township residents. It is thought that 

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2017-2021 

Permit Type New Demo New Demo New Demo New Demo New Demo Net Total 

Port Huron Twp 15 -1 7 -5 8 -6 12 -2 11 0 39 

Clyde Twp 11 -1 8 -1 4 0 1 0 1 0 23 

Fort GraƟot Twp 13 -3 19 -3 9 -2 9 -5 192 -2 227 

Kimball Twp 30 -7 29 -6 24 -7 24 -5 19 -7 94 

Marysville 8 0 10 0 5 0 4 0 11 0 38 

Port Huron 33 -16 33 -11 3 -2 3 -1 4 -14 32 

St. Clair County 347 -43 287 58 296 -39 188 42 399 -65 1,470 

T��½� 1-5:  Bç®½�®Ä¦ P�ÙÃ®ãÝ, 2017-2021 

Source: SEMCOG Community Profiles, 2022 
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for a home to be considered affordable, no more than 30% of a household’s income should be spent on housing 
expenses, otherwise it is considered cost burdened.  Cost burden is the raƟo of housing costs to household 
income. Differing for renters and owners, the home costs include gross rent, which is contract rent plus uƟliƟes, 
and for owners, housing costs include mortgage payment, uƟliƟes, associaƟon fees, insurance, and real estate 
taxes.  When considering all the households within the township, the median household income overall, declined 
by 10% from 2010 to 2020, while housing costs increased during the same Ɵmeframe.   
 

IÄ�ÊÃ� 
The median income is the income that falls directly in the middle of those reported, half of the incomes are 
lower, and half are higher. Whereas, the average income is the total of all incomes divided by the number of 
incomes reported.  As detailed in Figure 1-9, the median value of Port Huron Township resident’s annual 
household income is significantly lower than the incomes of St. Clair County, and the State at large. This has been 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-Year EsƟmates 

F®¦çÙ� 1-7: M��®�Ä HÊÃ� V�½ç�, 2020 
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F®¦çÙ� 1-9: M��®�Ä HÊçÝ�«Ê½� IÄ�ÊÃ�, 2020 

F®¦çÙ� 1-10: M��®�Ä P�Ù C�Ö®ã� IÄ�ÊÃ�, 2020 
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a conƟnuous disparity throughout the past decade as they lagged behind both the County and the State. It is 
exceeded in price by both the County, at $58,722, the State, at $59,234 and all neighboring communiƟes, with 
the excepƟon of the City of Port Huron ($41,165).    
 
Per capita personal income is how much an individual person made within Port Huron Township, defined as total 
income divided by total populaƟon. It is a staƟsƟcal measure of the potenƟal relaƟve cost of labor in the area. 
Changes in per capita income indicate trends in the township’s standard of living, or the availability of resources 
to an individual, family, or society. Per capita income tends to follow the business cycle, rising and falling 
accordingly. Personal income is oŌen used as an indicator of financial well-being, but does not reflect income 
distribuƟon. Per capita incomes can go up due to higher incomes for some persons while many are experiencing 
declining  incomes. 
 
Similar to the township’s household income trends, their per capita income is noƟceably less than both the 
county and the state. With a reported median per capita income (PCI) of $26,420 in 2020, Port Huron Township 
residents earn roughly 20% less than the county, with a reported PCI of $31,724 and 24% lower than the state 
with a reported median PCI of $32,854.   
 

E�ç��ã®ÊÄ 
EducaƟon is an important factor in analyzing the capabiliƟes of the local work force and in the economic vitality 
of a community. Knowing the educaƟonal level of township residents helps determine the educaƟonal faciliƟes 
and training required to meet both the current economic condiƟons as well as the desired economic growth.  For 
the most part, the educaƟonal level aƩained by residents of Port Huron Township parallels that of residents of 
St. Clair County. See Table 1-6.  
  
EducaƟonal aƩainment in Port Huron Township has seen a decrease in the percentage of the populaƟon 
compleƟng their high school degree.  Meanwhile, there has been about the same percentage of the populaƟon 
fulfilling an Associate’s degree or higher. The Township lags Michigan in the percentage of the populaƟon with 
Bachelor’s and Graduate degrees, and lags St. Clair County in all three postsecondary degree achievement levels. 
However, when focusing on the township alone, each of the reported 2020 postsecondary educaƟon aƩainment 
levels have experienced improvements from the township’s 2010 aƩainment levels. Slightly over 14% of Port 
Huron Township residents had a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2020, up nearly five percent (4.7%) from 2010.  
 
One notable concern is the rate of individuals who have not achieved a high school diploma. The Township rate 
surpassed both St. Clair County and Michigan back in 2010. By 2020, a 3% or more reducƟon was reported at 
both the state and county levels. At the same Ɵme, the township’s rate of individuals lacking a high school 
diploma only decreased by 1.8%, remaining 3% higher than those at the county or the state level.   

T��½� 1-6: E�ç��ã®ÊÄ�½ Aãã�®ÄÃ�Äã ¥ÊÙ PÊÖç½�ã®ÊÄ A¦� 25 �Ä� O½��Ù, 2010 �Ä� 2020 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2010 and 2020 5-Year EsƟmates 

  
No High School 

Diploma 
High School  

Graduate 
Some College,  

No Degree 
Associate's    

Degree 
Bachelor's      

Degree 

Professional / 
Graduate    

Degree 

  2010 2020 2010 2020 2010 2020 2010 2020 2010 2020 2010 2020 

Port Huron Twp 13.4% 11.6% 38.1% 30.8% 26.8% 33.3% 9.2% 9.4% 7.5% 9.2% 5.0% 5.6% 

St. Clair County 12.2% 8.6% 37.3% 33.6% 25.9% 26.4% 9.6% 12.4% 9.4% 11.9% 5.7% 7.2% 

State of Michigan 11.9% 8.7% 31.5% 28.5% 23.4% 23.2% 8.1% 9.6% 15.5% 18.3% 9.6% 11.7% 
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A populaƟon’s level of educaƟon oŌen sheds light on the potenƟal for workforce development within the 
community and the desire of businesses to locate within or near that community. Increasingly, a talented 
workforce is a major driver for economic development as jobs with higher incomes generally come with a need 
for higher educaƟonal aƩainment levels. Unfortunately, the township’s proporƟon of persons with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher level of educaƟonal achievement is lower than the averages at both the countywide and 
statewide levels. With the knowledge that lower educaƟon levels oŌen result in jobs with lower incomes, it 
makes more sense when we see the notably lower household income levels menƟoned previously. The lack of 
residents who have obtained a four-year college degree or any higher level of educaƟon, could very well account 
for the lower average incomes reported for the township.  
 

L��ÊÙ FÊÙ�� 
EducaƟonal aƩainment and workforce go hand in hand. This secƟon addresses the employment distribuƟon of 
Port Huron Township residents. This is not an assessment of what types of jobs are available or what businesses 
are located within the community, but rather in what occupaƟons residents are employed, regardless of where 
they work. As shown in Figure 1-11, Port Huron Township had the highest percentage of their populaƟon 
parƟcipaƟng in the labor force in 2010, whereas, in 2020, they had the lowest percent in the labor force, which 
was likely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic that began in February 2020.   
 
The unemployment rate has also transformed for the township over the past decade. According to the 2020 
American Community Survey, the township’s unemployment rate was 2.7% in 2020.  
 

50.6%

50.4%

47.7%

54.9%

46.8%

43.0%

41.6%

35.4%

2.7%

6.6%

10.7%

9.7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2020

2016

2013

2010

Employed Not in Labor Force Unemployed

F®¦çÙ� 1-11: PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö L��ÊÙ FÊÙ��, 2010-2020 
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EÃÖ½ÊùÃ�Äã �ù IÄ�çÝãÙù 
Two aspects of employment in Port Huron Township are considered in this next analysis - employment by 
industry and employment by occupaƟon. There are two standard classificaƟons that are used throughout the 
federal government which are regularly updated to account for changes in the structure of the economy. The 
North American Industry ClassificaƟon System (NAICS) is used to measure employment by industry and the 
Standard OccupaƟonal ClassificaƟon (SOC) is the federal government’s own regularly-updated system used to 
measure employment by occupaƟon. The SOC classifies occupaƟons which are grouped according to the nature 
of the work performed. Employment by industry describes the sector that an employer falls into while 
occupaƟon is a descripƟon of the type of work that an employee performs.  
 
As portrayed in Figure 1-12, the most prevalent industries in Port Huron Township are: Manufacturing, Health 
Care and Social Assistance, and Retail Trade. Since 2011, the manufacturing industry has been the Township’s 
largest employer, followed by the health care and social assistance industry. The health care and social 
assistance industry has steadily been adding jobs since 2016, resulƟng in a 64% increase in its employment from 
2015 to 2019. The retail trade industry has fluctuated over the years, but has retained its long-term ranking as 
the third largest employer since the 2010 Census. The share of total employment for this sector was 12.8% in 
2015, compared with 13.6% in 2010 and most recently, 10.5% in 2020.  
 
In Port Huron Township, these three industries alone consƟtuted almost half (49.2%) of the Township’s total 
employment in 2020. The chart in Figure 1-12 also enables us to see these three leading industries are the only 
sectors to contribute double digit employment levels within Port Huron Township. This has been the case for 
several years as no other industry has contributed over 10% of the township’s total employment since 2010. Of 
the 13 different industry sectors examined, these three have maintained the highest employment since the 2010 
Census.  
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-Year EsƟmates 



Page 18 

PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä 
 

 
Furthermore, both the State of Michigan and St. Clair County similarly share these same three sectors as their 
highest employed industries as well. These top three industries have each consistently remained the same top 
three employers for each, since 2010.  
 

EÃÖ½ÊùÃ�Äã Oçã½ÊÊ» 
Looking out towards the next 5 to 25 years at the Township’s forecasted employment by industry, much of the 
employment is expected to remain fairly consistent with current condiƟons. Most industries are expected to see 
an increase in employment over the enƟre period, with subtle shiŌs throughout the years. However, there are a 
few noteworthy changes calculated to take place among the Township’s employment over the forecasted 
period.  
 
Only five industries are projected to result in an overall decline by 2045. One of these industries is thought to be 
the retail trade industry. While it is expected it will remain the leading industry among Township residents, as 
can be seen in Figure 1-14, it is also believed to undergo steady, but minimal loss over the course of the next 25 
years, resulƟng in about an eight percent loss by the year 2045. There are only two industries anƟcipated to 
experience a significant decline. The wholesale trade industry, which has been one of the lesser employed 
industries and the lowest since 2016, is projected to maintain its descent, resulƟng in a loss of over 32% by 2045. 
In spite of this, the manufacturing industry is anƟcipated to undergo the greatest loss of all with an expected loss 
of nearly 300 employees, over a 52% decline. 
 
The most noƟceable change is projected to take place within the healthcare services industry. This already 
leading industry is  anƟcipated to steadily grow over the next couple of decades and remain one of the top three 
leading industries. AddiƟonally, it is expected to be the fastest growing industry as well as the industry to see the 
most growth with a predicted addiƟon of nearly 300 posiƟons, an increase of over 100%. With the mounƟng 
populaƟon of aging and elderly residents, comes an anƟcipated need for their addiƟonal care in the form of 
healthcare services. 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2020 5-Year EsƟmates 

F®¦çÙ� 1-14: FÊÙ���Ýã�� EÃÖ½ÊùÃ�Äã �ù IÄ�çÝãÙù D®ÝãÙ®�çã®ÊÄ, 2025, 2035 Ι 2045 

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development Forecast 
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SÊ®½Ý 
Soil refers to the porƟon of the earth’s surface that consists of disintegrated rock or humus – the ground used for 
vegetaƟon and for culƟvaƟng crops. Soils in St. Clair County are largely wet loam and clay. These are calcareous 
(non-acidic) at shallow depths, have low permeability, and generally require drainage for agricultural purposes.  
 
The majority of St. Clair County has drainage problems and more than 95% of the soils are severely limited for 
development, especially near the shoreline and on farmland. The soils most suitable for development are away 
from the shoreline and in areas that are flaƩer and less suscepƟble to flooding, erosion, and fading or sinking.  
 
The soil survey conducted in the township clearly indicates that very liƩle of the township soils have good 
percolaƟon. This poor drainage of soils is imperfectly adapted to sepƟc tank systems. As a result, serious sewage 
problems existed in the township in the late 1980s, early 1990s. With a concentraƟon of development along the 
east porƟon of the township, inadequate sewage disposal occurred and ditches and drains became polluted. This 
is the reason the court ordered the township to install sewers throughout the community. 
 
According to the Soil Survey of St. Clair County (1974), the predominant soil types found in Port Huron Township 
are Allendale-Hoytville Complex (AhB), Wainola-Deford fine sands (WdA), and Rousseau fine sand (RuB). In 
general, the majority of the central porƟon of the township has AhB soils, with WdA soils marking the western, 
eastern and northern parts of the township.  
 
The Allendale-Hoytville complex consists of somewhat poorly drained Allendale loamy fine sand and very poorly 
drained Hoytville silty clay loam. These soils generally have slopes of 0 to 6 percent. Wetness and the extreme 
difference in texture of the major soils are the main limitaƟons to the use of this complex, as uniform drainage is 
difficult to obtain.  
 
The Wainola-Deford complex is also a mix of somewhat poorly to very poorly drained sand. Most of these areas 
are nearly level, with very liƩle slope. These soils are limited by wetness and low natural ferƟlity.  
 

W�ã�Ù R�ÝÊçÙ��Ý 
The Black River is the major tributary of the St. Clair River and marks the meandering northern border of the 
township. It flows south from the Minden Bog in Sanilac County, through Grant Township in northern St. Clair 
County, and ulƟmately into the St. Clair River in downtown Port Huron. Along with its major tributary, Mill Creek, 
the Black River drains almost all of the northern and western parts of St. Clair County. The river’s watershed – 
159,930 acres – is the largest in southeastern Michigan and is primarily a broad, flat plain bounded on three 
sides by hills ranging from 20 to 100 feet high. 
 
Biological surveys conducted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) indicate diverse mussel 
and fish populaƟons between the dams. SedimentaƟon is the greatest threat to the Black River.  
 
According to MDNR officials, the river tradiƟonally supported diverse and high-quality fish populaƟons and sport 
fisheries. At present, fish populaƟons have been degraded in numbers and species due primarily to man-made 
channelizaƟon, siltaƟon and other poor land management pracƟces. However, significant angling fisheries exist 
for smallmouth bass, channel caƞish, panfish, and various members of the sucker family.  
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W�ã�ÙÝ«��Ý 
A watershed is the area of land where all of the water that is under it or drains off of it goes into the same place. 
Port Huron Township sits on top of two primary subwatersheds. See Map 1-1. Generally, all of the land north of I
-69 and the I-69 Business Loop is in the Lower Black River Subwatershed and all of the land in the southern half 
of the township is in the St. Clair River Direct Drainage Subwatershed.  The township also has addiƟonal drainage 
subwatersheds such as Stocks Creek, Bunce Creek, and the Huffman Drain. 
 

W�ã½�Ä�Ý 
Because wetlands are a valuable natural resource, they are protected by Part 303 Public Act 451 of 1994. Part 
303 requires that permits be acquired from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) prior to 
altering or filling a regulated wetland. The Wetland ProtecƟon Act defines wetlands as characterized by the 
presence of water at a frequency and duraƟon sufficient to support and that under normal circumstances does 
support wetland, vegetaƟon or aquaƟc life and is commonly referred to as a bog, swamp, or marsh and is 
conƟguous to the Great Lake, an inland lake or pond or a river or stream.  
 
Regulated wetlands include all wetland areas greater than five acres or those conƟguous to waterways. 
Wetlands which are hydrologically connected to waterways are also regulated. AcƟviƟes exempted from the 
provisions of the Act include farming, grazing of animals, farm or stock ponds, lumbering, maintenance of 
exisƟng nonconforming structures, maintenance or improvement of exisƟng roads and streets within exisƟng 
rights-of-way, maintenance or operaƟon of pipelines less than six inches in diameter, and maintenance or 
operaƟon of electric transmission and distribuƟon power lines.  
 
Port Huron Township has a total of 4,347 acres of wetland areas, which are located predominantly in the 
southern and central porƟons of the township, south of I-69. There is also a smaller pocket of wetlands north of 
the expressway in an area bounded by Lapeer Road to the south, Michigan Road to the east, West Water Street 
to the north, and Range Road to the west. AddiƟonally, there are wetland areas along the riparian area of the 
Black River along the northern border of the township. In an effort to maintain the natural drainage network, it is 
important to protect the associated floodplains, wetlands, and vegetaƟon from overdevelopment. ProtecƟng 
floodplains and wetlands help prevent flooding, erosion, and polluƟon problems.  
 

WÊÊ�½�Ä�Ý 
Woodlands refer to land covered with woods or trees. The township is fortunate in that it sƟll has land in a 
wooded condiƟon. This is an asset to the township, as it breaks the monotony of urban development on flat, 
open land. Also, large naƟve trees in residenƟal areas make it much more aƩracƟve for the potenƟal 
homeowner. Mature trees represent a valuable resource in maintaining the aestheƟc character of the area, not 
to menƟon their overall importance to wildlife and the natural environment. The township should make every 
effort to retain some of these areas in their natural state in order to provide ameniƟes to the residenƟal growth 
which conƟnues to spread from the City of Port Huron.  
 
The majority of woodlands in Port Huron Township are scaƩered in small pockets across the central and 
northern parts of the township. There is also a pocket of woodlands to the east of I-94, north of Dove Road. 
Other smaller patches of central hardwoods, lowland hardwoods and conifers are scaƩered throughout the 
township. Woodlands cover roughly 1,818 acres of Port Huron Township. See Map 1-2. 
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M�Ö 1-2:  L�Ä� CÊò�Ù ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
 

IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
The faciliƟes, services and programs offered by the township to its residents and businesses are essenƟal to 
maintaining an adequate standard of living and are a key factor in determining whether a community can thrive 
and grow. Without quality recreaƟon faciliƟes, adequate sewer and water capacity, convenient refuse pick-up 
and sufficient police and fire protecƟon, a community will find it difficult to aƩract new businesses and residents, 
let alone retain exisƟng businesses and residents.  
 

TÊóÄÝ«®Ö GÊò�ÙÄÃ�Äã 
The township’s main office is located at 3800 Lapeer Road and houses the township’s administraƟve offices. 
Township Board of Trustee meeƟngs and planning commission meeƟngs are held at the Township Hall.  
 
The Township Board of Trustees is the elected policy makers for the township. There are seven members on the 
board, including the Township Supervisor, the Township Clerk, and the Treasurer. The board is charged with 
establishing laws and regulaƟons within the township. Their policies and direcƟon have a direct impact on the 
quality of life in the township. They are a visionary board that plans for the future needs of the ciƟzens. They also 
ensure that the work of the township employees is accomplished. Their visions and insights are necessary in the 
establishment of the township budget. As a collecƟve group, they create the blueprint for what the Township 
hopes to accomplish in a fiscal year. They are open to the public and the residents of the community.  
 
The Township Supervisor is responsible for the day-to-day oversight of all township operaƟons and serves as the 
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees. The Supervisor is also the primary legal agent and negoƟator for the 
township, manages all township departments (except those under the Clerk and Treasurer), prepares and 
administers the township budget, and appoints certain commission members. 
 
The Treasurer is an elected posiƟon in the township, as is the Township Supervisor and Clerk. Most of the 
Treasurer’s duƟes are regulated and dictated by the State of Michigan. Some of the duƟes of the Treasurer 
include receiving and taking charge of all funds belonging to the township or which are required by law to be 
paid into the township treasury; paying over and accounƟng for the funds according to law or Township Board 
decision; serving as the township’s agent for collecƟng taxes; maintaining accurate records of all income, 
receipts and disbursements; and deposiƟng all receipts in the township depository or depositories. 
 
The Township clerk also has statutory duƟes, including maintenance of all township records; recording township 
meeƟng minutes, posƟng public noƟces, administering oaths of office, maintaining the general ledger, preparing 
financial statements, approving contracts and serving on various commiƩees. The Clerk’s office also administers 
all elecƟons in the township, handles payroll, insurance and human resources for the township.  
 

F®Ù� PÙÊã��ã®ÊÄ 
The Port Huron Township Fire Department has been serving the community since 1960. The department is a 
combinaƟon fire department, which means that the township has both full-Ɵme and on-call fire personnel. This 
is the most common form of protecƟon for communiƟes the size of Port Huron Township. As first responders, on
-call firefighters are alerted via pages and directed to the scene of an emergency. The average response Ɵme in 
the township is six minutes or less. All of the firefighters are Michigan State CerƟfied firefighters, as well as 
licensed Emergency Medical Technicians.  
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The fire department is located at 3848 Lapeer Road, right next door to the Township Hall. At present, the 
department has 4 full-Ɵme staff and 24 on-call firefighters. The department’s equipment includes 8 vehicles. In 
2021, the fire department went on 1,256 calls for service.  
 

PÊ½®�� PÙÊã��ã®ÊÄ 
Police protecƟon in Port Huron Township is provided under contract by the St. Clair County Sheriff’s Office. The 
township has a dedicated Sheriff’s deputy patrolling the community 24 hours a day and performing the same 
duƟes as general road personnel plus any tasks specifically assigned by the Township.  
 

D�Ö�ÙãÃ�Äã Ê¥ Pç�½®� WÊÙ»Ý 
The Department of Public Works (DPW) maintains water mains, water services up to the property line, booster 
staƟons, the water tower, sanitary sewer mains. sewer system and pump staƟons. They assist the Port Huron 
Township Park Commission with the maintenance of township parks and the Sexton with the maintenance of 
Woodland Cemetery.  
 

DÊóÄãÊóÄ D�ò�½ÊÖÃ�Äã Açã«ÊÙ®ãù (DDA) 
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is iniƟaƟng and coordinaƟng the downtown revitalizaƟon program 
for Port Huron Township. The program's purpose is to promote and encourage the economic development of 
the downtown district.  
 
Projects have included the East Side Drain Project, street lighƟng and new light pole banners. Various sidewalk 
and paving projects have been implemented during the last several years. Building and maintaining working 
relaƟonships with local business and property owners has been a high priority. In working with local businesses, 
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property owners, and the news media, the DDA is able to showcase the township to companies or their agents 
looking to start or expand their business. The DDA is also able to promote the township’s goals, ideals and 
acƟviƟes. 
 

Bç®½�®Ä¦/P½�ÄÄ®Ä¦/ZÊÄ®Ä¦ D�Ö�ÙãÃ�Äã 
The township employs a full-Ɵme Building Official who also serves as the Planning/Zoning Administrator. 
AddiƟonally, the department has an AdministraƟve Assistant/Building Department Technician. This department 
is responsible for administering the State of Michigan ConstrucƟon Code and local ordinances to ensure public 
health, safety, and welfare. Staff provides accurate and thorough plan reviews and inspecƟons, enforces the 
zoning ordinance and other township ordinances, and works with exisƟng landowners and potenƟal developers 
looking to invest in the community.  
 

AÝÝ�ÝÝÊÙ’Ý O¥¥®�� 
The Assessor's office in Port Huron Township is responsible for not only those responsibiliƟes listed for 
assessors in the General Property Tax Act of the State of Michigan but also the maintaining of property 
descripƟons and record cards, ownership updaƟng and addressing, working with other governmental 
departments, and assisƟng ciƟzens by answering quesƟons they may have concerning properƟes in the 
township.  
 
Based on the law, the Assessor’s office is also responsible for placing an assessed value yearly on all taxable 
property not exempted by the law in the township; Using a state mandated formula to calculate the taxable 
value of all property; preparing for and handling all meeƟngs and tax tribunal hearings dealing with 
assessments; preparing all reports necessary for county and state equalizaƟon; administering the Principal 



Page 27 

CÊÃÃçÄ®ãù D�Ý�Ù®Öã®ÊÄ 
 

M�Ö 1-3:  W�ã�Ù �Ä� S�ó�Ù S�Ùò®�� AÙ��Ý 
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Residence ExempƟon program for property in the township; and administering the Property Transfer Affidavit 
Procedure, as required by state law.  
 

Uã®½®ã®�Ý D�Ö�ÙãÃ�Äã 
The UƟliƟes Department handles all uƟlity billings, service turn-on’s/turn-off’s, meter management, and fire 
hydrant use. UƟlity services for which the department bills include water, residenƟal sewer, and refuse 
collecƟon.  
 

W�ã�Ù �Ä� S�ó�Ù 
Port Huron Township is served by municipal water and sewer services from the City of Port Huron system. In 
2005, the township’s demand for water was low (1.5 million gallons per day) relaƟve to capacity (5.7 million 
gallons per day). In terms of sanitary sewer, demand (2.1 million gallons per day) was higher than for water at 
roughly 50% of capacity (4.0 million gallons per day).  



C«�Öã�Ù 2:  
TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ �Ä� MÊ�®½®ãù 

In This Chapter: 
· Regional TransportaƟon Overview 
· Road Network in Port Huron Township 
· Traffic Volume 
· Traffic Crash Assessment 
· Pavement CondiƟons Overview 
· Public TransportaƟon 
· Complete Streets 
· Future TransportaƟon Needs and Trends 
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IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
A transportaƟon system is made up of a network of roads, highways, rail lines, waterways, airports, bikeways, 
and pedestrian ways. The purpose of a transportaƟon network is to move goods and people from one locaƟon to 
another. Different land uses and the intensity of those uses will influence the performance and stability of that 
network. In much the same way, the type and size of the transportaƟon network will affect the rate, paƩern, and 
intensity of growth in a community. 
 
This chapter provides an overview of local and regional circulaƟon paƩerns on roads within the township. Traffic 
counts, crashes, and other transportaƟon studies were studied to idenƟfy necessary future road improvements. 
MulƟ-modal transportaƟon, public transit, and non-motorized transportaƟon issues are also examined. 
 
The transportaƟon component of this plan has a number of criƟcal funcƟons: 

· It serves as a reference guide regarding the transportaƟon system within the township; 
· It sets a vision for future motorized and non-motorized transportaƟon needs within the township; and 
· It promotes a beƩer understanding of the land use/transportaƟon interface and how comprehensive 

planning can be beƩer integrated. 
 

R�¦®ÊÄ�½ TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ Oò�Ùò®�ó 
St. Clair County is one of seven counƟes surrounding the Detroit metropolitan area.  The county encompasses an 
area of 724 square miles. The Port Huron-Marysville urban area stretches from the Village of Lexington, south 
along the shores of Lake Huron and the St. Clair River, ending just north of the City of Algonac. 
  
The St. Clair County road network is comprised of 2,200 miles of roads. Of that total, 1,130 miles are paved and 
1,070 miles are unpaved. There are 366 bridges in the county – the majority of which are owned and maintained 
by the St. Clair County Road Commission. More than 300 bridges cross lakes, rivers, and streams with one-to-two 
lanes. 
  
Port Huron Township is located between Fort GraƟot Township, City of Port Huron, City of Marysville, Kimball 
Township, and Clyde Township. The Black River is the northern border of the township. The boundary for the 
township does not follow the typical 36 square mile land area. Instead, Port Huron Township covers a land area 
of 12.925 square miles and a water area of 0.176 square miles. The largest Michigan ciƟes in close proximity are 
Flint and Detroit. Flint lies 69 miles directly west of Port Huron and Detroit is 59 miles southwest of Port Huron.  
 
A significant amount of through traffic traverses the township. Residents of municipaliƟes west of Port Huron 
Township typically pass through the township when traveling to the City of Port Huron. Regional traffic between 
the ciƟes of Port Huron, Flint, and Detroit also passes through the township. The two freeways traversing Port 
Huron Township, Interstate 94 to Detroit and Interstate 69 to Flint, are the principal carriers of this regional 
traffic. A large interchange with the I-94 and I-69 freeways is centrally located in Port Huron Township and the I-
69 Business Loop begins in the township and travels east into the City of Port Huron. Other primary roads are 
24th Street - a major commercial corridor - and Lapeer Road, which is the major east-west corridor running 
through the center of the community. Some other major traffic generators include recreaƟon faciliƟes, Port 
Huron High School, St. Clair County faciliƟes, and an increasing number of industrial establishments. 
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M�Ö 2-1:  TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ N�ãóÊÙ», CÙ�Ý«�Ý, �Ä� Aò�Ù�¦� D�®½ù TÙ�¥¥®� 
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RÊ�� N�ãóÊÙ» ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
Approximately 83 miles of public road and 26 bridges are located in Port Huron Township. I-94/I-69 dissects 
the township and is an important link in connecƟng communiƟes within St. Clair County, as well as the Greater 
Detroit Metropolitan Area. Other main roads in the township are Lapeer Road and Griswold Road, both are 
east to west corridors, which connect the City of Port Huron to communiƟes to the west. Michigan Road is a 
north-south corridor in the center of the township.  
 
The township is located in the urbanized area and is located directly to the west of the City of Port Huron with 
24th Street being the border; this is a commercial corridor with large variety of land uses and significant 
amount traffic. There are four major classificaƟons which are described below. Based on Federal Highway 
AdministraƟon (FHWA) criteria, the funcƟonal classificaƟon system for communiƟes, in ascending order, is as 
follows: 
 
LÊ��½ SãÙ��ãÝ �Ä� RÊ��Ý 
Local streets and roads serve primarily to provide direct access to adjacent land and to provide service to 
travel over relaƟvely short distances as compared to collectors or other higher systems.  These streets 
generally have a right-of-way of 66 feet.  
 
CÊ½½��ãÊÙÝ 
These roads collect traffic within residenƟal neighborhoods or within areas of concentrated land use 
development such as industrial or mulƟple housing areas, and channel it to the arterial roadways. Local 
property access should be only a secondary funcƟon of collector streets. Collector streets generally have a 
right-of-way of 86 feet. Collector routes generally serve travel of primarily intra-county rather than statewide 
importance and consƟtute those routes on which predominant travel distances are shorter than on arterial 
routes. Consequently, more moderate speeds may be typical, on average. 
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M®ÄÊÙ AÙã�Ù®�½Ý 
Minor arterial roads in rural areas typically link ciƟes and larger towns and form an integrated network providing 
interstate and inter-county service. They move traffic on a countywide basis and act as principal feeder routes to 
the principal arterials. Their main funcƟon is to carry large volumes of traffic and to act as a secondary 
movement to provide access to adjacent properƟes. The right-of-way requirement is 120 feet, because as 
development occurs and traffic volumes increase, these roads will need to become wider in order to 
accommodate new growth and development. 
 
PÙ®Ä�®Ö�½ AÙã�Ù®�½Ý 
Principal arterial roads serve corridor movements having trip length and travel density characterisƟcs indicaƟve 
of substanƟal statewide or interstate travel. Interstates are generally part of a naƟonwide system of limited 
access highways designed to carry transient traffic around, through, or between urban centers with minimum 
conflict with local traffic. They carry a large amount of traffic at maximum speeds. These roads are mulƟ-laned 
and do not provide access to adjacent properƟes. The right-of-way width requirements for a interstate is usually 
a minimum of 300 feet. State highways, business loops, and other major thoroughfares are in most cases 
classified as principal arterials as well. There is no parking allowed along these roadways, and it is common for 
such road classificaƟons to have a right-of-way width of 120-150 feet, with four to five lanes depending on the 
need for an addiƟonal turning lane.  
 

TÙ�¥¥®� VÊ½çÃ� 
ExisƟng traffic volumes for roadways throughout Port Huron Township vary, depending upon the locaƟon of the 
segment studied or the date the study was conducted. It is criƟcal to consider exisƟng traffic volumes when 
considering future development within the township, planning for roadway improvements, or projecƟng future 
capacity. The Township should work with the St. Clair County Road Commission (SCCRC), as they own and 
maintain their roadways, and St. Clair County TransportaƟon Study (SCCOTS)/St. Clair County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission (MPC), to evaluate exisƟng condiƟons and establish an acƟon plan for review of specific 
traffic management issues. 
  
Under opƟmum condiƟons, a two-lane road has a capacity for up to 12,000 vehicles per day.  The majority of the 
roads in Port Huron Township have two lanes and carry less than 10,000 vehicles per day, aside from I-69 and I-
94, which merge within the township. These expressways carry between 15,000-17,000 Annual Average Daily 
Traffic (AADT). 
 
There are four roads that are classified as Minor Arterials with an Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) ranging 
from 4,500 to 7,900 AADT.  There are two roads that are classified as Major Collectors with traffic volumes 
ranging from 3,200 to 4,100. See Table 2-1 for more details.  
 

TÙ�¥¥®� CÙ�Ý« AÝÝ�ÝÝÃ�Äã 
Traffic crash frequency is commonly used as a measure in idenƟfying exisƟng traffic safety issues. As shown in 
Table 2-2, there were 1,232 traffic crashes in Port Huron Township between 2016 and 2020. Of that total, 
approximately 79% of those crashes resulted in property damage only. During that Ɵme period, there were six 
fatal crashes. See Map 2-1 and Tables 2-2, 2-3, and 2-4 for crash informaƟon. 
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K�ù CÊÙÙ®�ÊÙÝ ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
I-69 BçÝ®Ä�ÝÝ LÊÊÖ 
This corridor is a connecƟon from I-94/I-69 Interstates to downtown to Port Huron, but passes through the 
township. On the Business Loop at the corner of 32nd Street there is a gas staƟon, a Sam’s Club, and the former 
Love’s Furniture.  
 
GÙ®ÝóÊ½� RÊ�� 
This is a key corridor as it “begins” at the I-69 Business Loop and runs east to west. There is a mix of commercial, 
industrial, and vacant land  
 
L�Ö��Ù CÊÄÄ��ãÊÙ 
This is serves as a quick connector from Lapeer Road, a main east to west corridor in the township, to I-94 just 
west of the Blue Water Bridge. It simply allows a quick and easy way to get to the interstate and the northern 
end of the City of Port Huron by bypassing many traffic lights and congesƟon along the commercial corridors. 
 
L�Ö��Ù RÊ�� 
This is a main east-west corridor that dissects the township in half. It provides a vital connecƟon to the 
communiƟes to the west and the City of Port Huron to the east. It is a good alternaƟve to the highway as it is a 

Road ClassificaƟon Most Recent Annual Average 
Daily Traffic (AADT) Count Year 

E I-94 
Griswold Rd to Range Rd Interstate 16,600 2017 

E I-94/Pine Grove Ramp Interstate 16,000 2017 

E I-94 
Lapeer Connector to Lapeer Rd. Interstate 15,500 2019 

E I-69 @  Range Rd Interstate 15,200 2017 

Range Road 
Dove St to Ravenswood Minor Arterial 7,900 2019 

Dove St 
Michigan to 24th St Minor Arterial 5,700 2015 

Griswold Rd 
Michigan to I-69 BL Minor Arterial 5,500 2018 

Lapeer Connector Minor Arterial 4,500 2018 

Michigan Rd 
Dove St to Ravenswood 

Major Collector 4,100 2018 

Ravenswood Rd Michigan to 24th St Major Collector 3,200 2015 

T��½� 2-1:  TÙ�¥¥®� CÊçÄãÝ ÊÄ M�¹ÊÙ RÊ��ó�ùÝ ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
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T��½� 2-2:  TÙ�¥¥®� CÙ�Ý«�Ý ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö, 2016-2020 

Crash Severity # of Crashes 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 % of crashes 
2016-2020 

Fatal 6 3 1 0 2 0 0.5% 

Serious Injury 22 4 5 3 7 3 1.8% 

Other Injury 237 54 62 45 36 40 19.2% 
Property Damage 
Only 967 210 222 175 196 164 78.5% 

Total Crashes 1,232 271 290 223 241 207 100% 

Source:  Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, 2020 

T��½�  2-3: H®¦« CÙ�Ý« IÄã�ÙÝ��ã®ÊÄÝ ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö, 2016-2020 
Local Rank County 

Rank IntersecƟon Annual Average 
2016-2020 

1 12 I-69 BL (Oak St) @ 24th Street 11 

2 18 24th Street @ Lapeer Road 8.6 

3 19 I-69 BL (Griswold Rd) @ 24th Street 8.2 

4 27 24th Street @ Court Street 6.2 

5 27 Lapeer Road @ 32nd Street 6.2 

T��½� 2-4:  H®¦« CÙ�Ý« RÊ�� S�¦Ã�ÄãÝ ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö, 2016-2020 
Local Rank County 

Rank Segment From Road- To Road Annual Average 
2014-2018 

1 11 24th Street Court Street to Lapeer Road 18 

2 34 24th Street Dove Road to I-69BL 11.8 

3 38 Lapeer Rd Range Road to Michigan Road 11 

3 47 Water St. 17th Street to E I-94 Ramp 10.4 

4 74 Lapeer Rd E I-94 to I-94/Lapeer Connector 8.8 

Source:  Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, 2020 

Source:  Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, 2020 
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four-lane road on the east side of the township, goes down to 2-lane and a center turn lane, and then eventually 
turns to a 2-lane road at Beach Road. There is a large variety of commercial land uses, including banks, medical 
faciliƟes, automoƟve repair shops, restaurants, and other commercial and office uses. This corridor is mainly 
built up, meaning there is no vacant land for future development, though there may be some redevelopment 
opportuniƟes. 
 
R�Ä¦� RÊ�� 
This is a key corridor that runs north to south on the western border of the township. It is a two lane road with a 
variety of land uses, including commercial, residenƟal, agricultural, and industrial. There is also some vacant land 
along this corridor as well. 
 
M®�«®¦�Ä RÊ�� 
This is a north-south, two-lane road dividing the township in half. The northern part is almost solely residenƟal 
with an elementary school mixed in. Within the last 10 years, there was an overpass built over the expressway 
which provides an addiƟonal connector to the northern and southern parts of the county. There is also an 
overpass over the railroad.  South of the railroad is vacant land, land used for storage, a virtual learning 
academy, the liƩle league fields, and the St. Clair County IntervenƟon Center at the south end of the township. 
Though this corridor is mostly built up, there is some vacant land for future development, including two parcels 
the township owns that could be uƟlized for future recreaƟonal uses. 
 

P�ò�Ã�Äã SçÙ¥��� Eò�½ç�ã®ÊÄ �Ä� R�ã®Ä¦ (PASER) 
Each year, the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC) performs a visual inspecƟon to evaluate 
pavement surface condiƟons on 50% of the federal-aid roads in St. Clair County. The next year, the same 
pavement evaluaƟon is performed for the other 50% of the county that was not done the previous year. 
Typically, PASER evaluates pavement distress in asphalt and concrete roads. For asphalt roads, the raƟng team 
looks at surface defects, surface deformaƟon, cracks, patches, and potholes.  For concrete roads, the raƟng team 
evaluates joints, pavement cracks, pavement deformaƟon (such as seƩlement or heave, uƟlity repairs, patching, 
etc.), and surface defects (such as polishing, spalling, shallow reinforcing, etc.).  In reviewing various defects, it is 
important to consider both the severity and extent.  Typically, a defect will begin slowly and gradually become 
more severe.  RaƟng the roads helps communiƟes and road agencies manage road maintenance in an effecƟve 
and fiscally responsible manner.  Map 2-2 shows the pavement condiƟons on federal-aid roads in the township 
in 2021. 
 

P½�ÄÄ�� RÊ�� IÃÖÙÊò�Ã�ÄãÝ 
The St. Clair County TransportaƟon Study (SCCOTS) develops and maintains a TransportaƟon Improvement 
Program (TIP) - a list of upcoming transportaƟon projects -covering a period of at least four years. The TIP must 
be developed in cooperaƟon with the state and public transit providers. It also includes capital and non-capital 
surface transportaƟon projects, bicycle and pedestrian faciliƟes, and other transportaƟon enhancements, and 
safety projects countywide. Table 2-5 shows projects that are in the current St. Clair County TIP covering 2020 
through 2023. 
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M�Ö 2-2:  P�ò�Ã�Äã CÊÄ�®ã®ÊÄÝ, PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 2021 
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RÊçÄ���ÊçãÝ 
Roundabouts and intersecƟon improvements are eligible CongesƟon MiƟgaƟon and Air Quality (CMAQ) projects 
because they reduce congesƟon and improve traffic flow. The CMAQ program provides a flexible funding source 
for state and local governments to fund transportaƟon projects and programs to help meet the requirements of 
the Clean Air Act (CAA) and its amendments.  The first roundabout in St. Clair County was in Port Huron 
Township at Griswold and Range Road, this was completed in 2016. Another roundabout was constructed in the 
township in 2020 at the intersecƟon of the Range Road/Dove Road/I-94 off ramp.  
 

Pç�½®� TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ 
The Blue Water Area TransportaƟon Commission (BWATC) operates bus service in the greater Port Huron area. 
There are three routes that service Port Huron Township: Routes 1, 2, and 3. 
 
RÊçã� 1 
This route services the border of the township at 24th and Griswold. 
 
RÊçã� 2 
This route also services the border of the township along 24th St.  
 
RÊçã� 3 
This route services the majority of Port Huron Township with stops at Port Huron High School, Goodwill, the Post 
Office, and businesses on Lapeer Road.  
 
With the proximity to the City of Port Huron and the main bus transfer staƟon, residents can access much of the 
BWATC service area easily and efficiently. There is also a dial-a-ride service available.  More details on Ɵmes and 
schedules on their website (www.bwbus.com) or by calling their dispatch for more informaƟon. 
 

NÊÄ-MÊãÊÙ®þ�� TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ 
Non-motorized traffic refers to quiet modes of transportaƟon, such as bicycles, in-line skates, riding horses, and 
pedestrians of all ages and physical abiliƟes. Non-motorized transportaƟon is an important alternaƟve to the 
automobile as a source of recreaƟon and as a means of commuƟng to work, school, and to shopping, social, and 
civic desƟnaƟons. 
  

Y��Ù PÙÊ¹��ã PÙÊ¹��ã L®Ã®ãÝ D�Ý�Ù®Öã®ÊÄ EÝã®Ã�ã�� TÊã�½ 
CÊÝã 

2021 Range Rd.  Griswold to Lapeer Road Rehabilitation $937,500 

2021 Lapeer Rd. I-94 Overpass to 24th St. Road Resurfacing $287,791 

2022 Griswold Rd. I-94 Overpass to I-69 BL Road Resurfacing $150,000 

2023 24th St. Dove Rd to Lapeer Rd. Road Resurfacing $460,000 

T��½� 2-5:  P½�ÄÄ�� RÊ�� IÃÖÙÊò�Ã�ÄãÝ ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö, 2021-2023 
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CÊÃÖ½�ã� SãÙ��ãÝ 
“Complete Streets” is a naƟonal movement with numerous states, local governments, and even the US 
TransportaƟon Secretary espousing the concept for federal transportaƟon projects. Governor Granholm signed 
the Complete Streets legislaƟve package into law on August 1, 2010.  The legislaƟon does not mandate any local 
road agency adopt a Complete Streets policy or spend any addiƟonal dollars for non-motorized faciliƟes.  While 
adopƟon of a Complete Streets policy is purely opƟonal for local governments, the changes in the law have the 
potenƟal to benefit every community. 
  
Streets and roadways represent the largest component of public space in every community. The Complete 
Streets concept aƩempts to make communiƟes reconsider the intended funcƟon and/or use of a corridor. 
Complete Streets are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, 
and transit riders of all ages and abiliƟes must be able to safely move along and across a Complete Street. 
Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to stores, and bicycle to work.  They allow buses to run 
on Ɵme and make it safe for people to walk to and from transit stops.  
  
CreaƟng complete streets means transportaƟon agencies must change their approach to community roads. By 
adopƟng a Complete Streets policy, communiƟes direct their transportaƟon planners and engineers to rouƟnely 
design and operate the enƟre right of way to enable safe access for all users, regardless of age, ability, or mode 
of transportaƟon. This means that every transportaƟon project will make the street network beƩer and safer for 
drivers, transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclists – making the community a beƩer place to live. The NaƟonal 
Complete Streets CoaliƟon has idenƟfied the elements of an ideal Complete Streets policy to help local 
municipaliƟes write their own policies or Complete Streets plans. 
  
There is no singular design prescripƟon for Complete Streets. Each one is unique and should respond to the 
individual community’s populaƟon and needs. A Complete Street may include sidewalks, bike lanes (or wide 
paved shoulders), special bus lanes, comfortable and accessible public transportaƟon stops, frequent and safe 
crossing opportuniƟes, median islands, accessible pedestrian signals, curb extensions, narrower travel lanes, 
roundabouts, and more. A complete street in a rural area will look quite different from a complete street in a 
highly urban area, but both are designed to balance safety and convenience for everyone using the road.   
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IÃÖ½�Ã�Äã®Ä¦ � CÊÃÖ½�ã� SãÙ��ãÝ PÊ½®�ù 
A Complete Streets policy has the potenƟal to end the project-to-project struggle to design beƩer faciliƟes by 
requiring all road and transportaƟon improvement projects to begin with evaluaƟng how the street serves all 
users– pedestrians, bicyclists, public transportaƟon vehicles and passengers, trucks, and automobiles. AdopƟng a 
Complete Streets policy may require changing the exisƟng policies and pracƟces of the community and/or 
road/transit agencies. In some cases it may be difficult to adopt a new procedure or to modify design guidelines. 
Furthermore, adopƟng a Complete Streets policy may require addiƟonal training for township officials and 
engineers, which will take Ɵme and cost money. 
  
UlƟmately, the desired outcome of a Complete Streets policy is one in which a mulƟ-modal street becomes the 
default design and only aŌer a formal excepƟon process is a non-compliant design allowed. The U.S. Department 
of TransportaƟon’s design guidance for AccommodaƟng Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel: A Recommended 
Approach, names three excepƟons where roadways can lack faciliƟes for all users: 

· Excessive Cost; 
· Absence of need; and 
· Roads where bicyclist and pedestrians are prohibited. 

  
Some addiƟonal challenges for implemenƟng a Complete Streets policy may include: 

· Lack of right-of-way in cramped thoroughfares may make mulƟ-modal improvements difficult, costly, or 
impossible; and 

· Overcoming the misconcepƟon that Complete Streets cost more to build than tradiƟonal streets when, 
in fact, Complete Streets oŌen cost less to construct. By fully considering the needs of all non-motorized 
travelers (pedestrians, bicyclists, and persons with disabiliƟes) early in the life of a project, the costs 
associated with including non-motorized faciliƟes are minimized. 

 
Ensuring accurate transportaƟon analysis as current methodologies for studying traffic may result in misleading 
results. For example, some current traffic methodologies may fail to consider how the presence of transit in a 
mixed-use corridor could potenƟally lower trip generaƟon rates and thus reduce traffic volumes and congesƟon.  
  
Map 2-3 shows a five-minute walkability map for the township.  According to the Congress for the New 
Urbanism, the five-minute walk - known as the “pedestrian shed” - is the distance that can be covered in five 
minutes at normal walking pace.  This is considered to be the threshold distance that people are willing to walk 
before considering driving.  The map shows a five-minute walking radius from key community anchor points. 
 
AÄ I���½ CÊÃÖ½�ã� SãÙ��ãÝ PÊ½®�ù 
Regardless of a policy’s form, the NaƟonal Complete Streets CoaliƟon has idenƟfied important elements of a 
comprehensive Complete Streets policy. These elements could potenƟally be used in evaluaƟng transportaƟon 
projects within Port Huron Township.  A Complete Streets policy should include the following: 
 

1. Includes a vision for how and why the community wants to complete its streets. Specifies that ‘all users’ 
includes pedestrians, bicyclists and transit passengers of all ages and abiliƟes, as well as trucks, buses 
and automobiles. Encourages street connecƟvity and aims to create a comprehensive, integrated, 
connected network for all modes; 

2. Is adoptable by all agencies to cover all roads; 
3. Applies to both new and retrofit projects, including design, planning, maintenance, and operaƟons, for 

the enƟre right of way; 
4. Makes any excepƟons specific and sets a clear procedure that requires high-level approval of excepƟons;  
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M�Ö 2-3:  5-M®Äçã� W�½»��®½®ãù M�Ö, PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
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5. Directs the use of the latest and best design standards while recognizing the need for flexibility in 
balancing user needs; 

6. Directs that Complete Streets soluƟons will complement the context of the community; 
7. Establishes performance standards with measurable outcomes; and 
8. Includes specific next steps for implementaƟon of the policy. 

 

GÙ��Ä SãÙ��ãÝ 
In addiƟon to Complete Streets, the Township should consider opportuniƟes to develop “Green Streets” that 
incorporate green infrastructure to manage stormwater and protect water resources by infiltraƟng, filtering, 
storing, and detaining runoff close to the source.  SEMCOG outlines acƟons a community can take to be 
proacƟve in planning for and implemenƟng green streets in its Green Lakes Green Streets Guide available on its 
website at www.semcog.org.  These acƟons include: 

· CoordinaƟng transportaƟon and watershed planning. 
· Considering green infrastructure techniques early in the planning process. 
· UpdaƟng plans, guidelines, procedures, and manuals. 
· Developing a local or regional Green Streets Management Plan. 

 
As noted in the guidebook, “once there is an understanding of the local and regional outcomes for green 
infrastructure along transportaƟon corridors, then consideraƟon may be given to idenƟfying those types of 
techniques that work tradiƟonally well in these constrained areas.” 
 

A®ÙÖÊÙãÝ 
The St. Clair County InternaƟonal Airport, located in Kimball Township, is a “transport facility” with a 5,100-foot 
runway capable of accommodaƟng some jet aircraŌ and a second 4,100-foot runway.  The airport offers a year-
round facility for the area and can accommodate larger jet planes, business and small passenger planes, as well 
as cargo planes.  
  
Industrial faciliƟes are now located in close proximity to the airport. It is a conƟnuing trend that business 
execuƟves owning faciliƟes in many areas desire to be near airports. They are able to fly in, conduct business, 
and leave in a very short span of Ɵme. St. Clair County has an Air Industrial Park located at the airport. 
  
Passenger air travel is primarily provided by Detroit-Wayne County Metropolitan Airport (70 miles away) in 
Romulus and Flint Bishop InternaƟonal Airport (80 miles away) in Flint. Both faciliƟes also offer large-
scale air freight service. 
 

R�®½ÙÊ��Ý 
The CSX (Chesapeake and Ohio) Railroad has a main line between Ludington, Michigan, on the Lake Michigan 
shoreline, and Port Huron. This line carries between three and five trains per day. ConnecƟons are made from 
Port Huron to Milwaukee and Buffalo. The CSX Railroad has a track that parallels 32nd Street in Port Huron 
Township. This line is a branch connecƟng the Port Huron area with the Marine City area in the southern part of 
the county, providing rail service for industries located along the St. Clair River including Cargill Salt in the City of 
St. Clair. 
 
The CN North America Railroad (Grand Trunk-GTW) has an east-west line that connects with the Chicago region 
and passes under the St. Clair River via the Paul M. Tellier Tunnel, connecƟng with London and Toronto, Ontario 
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and Montreal, Quebec in Canada. This track usually carries two passenger trains per day. Currently, a passenger 
staƟon for this track is located in the City of Port Huron on 16th Street. Amtrak operates this train and is looking 
to expand service someƟme in the near future, as the ridership conƟnues to increase every year. Another line 
connects the Port Huron area with the Detroit area; however, at this Ɵme this is strictly used for freight. 
 
Amtrak StaƟon Study 
In 2017, the Blue Water TransportaƟon Commission (BWATC) iniƟated a pre-feasibility study focusing on 
upgrading/replacing the exisƟng Port Huron Amtrak StaƟon located on 16th Street in the City of Port Huron. 
Input was sought from a steering commiƩee, as well as through two public meeƟngs. A report was produced 
outlining the findings and published in 2018. The report summarizes numerous sites that could be considered 
(including the exisƟng site), established siƟng criteria, and weighed input from the public and various 
stakeholders to narrow down the list of opƟons in preparaƟon for conƟnued study of viable replacement 
opƟons. 
 
In 2021, conƟnuaƟon of this study was iniƟated by BWATC in partnership with MDOT through a Federal Transit 
AdministraƟon (FTA) grant. This conƟnuaƟon study seeks to further refine the opƟons idenƟfied earlier as well as 
entertain any newly discovered sites that may meet the needs of the community as well as the various 
stakeholders.  Nine possible site locaƟons for a new staƟon have been idenƟfied in the study, including the 
exisƟng site in the city and sites located in Port Huron Township.  Sites being considered in the township include: 

· The CN rail yard site (3563 Griswold Road); 
· Township-owned property at 3750 Griswold Road; and 
· A site located along the CSX spur near Dove Road and 32nd Street. 
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FçãçÙ� TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ N���Ý �Ä� TÙ�Ä�Ý 
As communiƟes look to plan for populaƟon growth or commercial redevelopment, and to make the most out of 
their infrastructure, one of the first places on which they might focus is parking. An increasing number of 
communiƟes have started to eliminate minimum parking requirements for developers, aiming to increase 
walkability and decrease car dependency. 
 
This trend brings to light the problems with exisƟng infrastructure. The need is to establish a highly funcƟonal 
and efficient parking management soluƟon that ensures resident saƟsfacƟon and uƟlizes the exisƟng parking lots 
and on-street parking throughout the community. Some examples of parking management strategies which 
influence travel demand include: 

· CreaƟng a greater opportunity for shared parking by encouraging compact mixed-use development and 
improving walking and cycling condiƟons; 

· Pricing parking to reflect the cost of providing parking; 
· Providing a parking “cash out” or other financial incenƟve to employees to use alternaƟve modes; 
· RenƟng or selling parking faciliƟes separate from building space; and 
· Providing beƩer user informaƟon and markeƟng relaƟng to parking availability and price 

  
CÊÄÄ��ã�� �Ä� AçãÊÄÊÃÊçÝ V�«®�½�Ý 
Connected and autonomous vehicle technology will transform transportaƟon systems over the coming decades, 
with major implicaƟons for the planning and design of communiƟes. Autonomous vehicles, also known as 
driverless or self-driving cars, have been sharing streets and roads for years. 
  
According to the American Planning AssociaƟon,  
  
 “The widespread deployment of autonomous vehicles for ciƟes and metropolitan regions will change the 

way we design our public rights-of-way. Sensors will allow autonomous vehicles to travel closer together 
than human-controlled vehicles, reducing the necessary pavement width and freeing up space for wider 
sidewalks, bike lanes, and other ameniƟes.   Local zoning codes will need to address requirements for 
passenger loading and unloading, and parking needs will change drasƟcally if a shared use model is 
employed. As ciƟes transiƟon away from ordinances that now require large amounts of land to be used for 
parking and circulaƟon, they will need to determine how best to make use of that “extra” land through new 
approaches to land use and zoning.“  

  
Connected and autonomous vehicles will require new infrastructure that will rely on sensors to be located on 
structures and other infrastructure. Sensors will allow vehicles to “talk” to one another, as well as to the 
surrounding infrastructure. This technology will feed into a larger ecosystem known as a “Smart City.” Large 
amounts of data will be transferred between vehicles and infrastructure and this data will be able to provide 
planners, engineers, and decision makers with new insight as to how a transportaƟon network, and the overall 
community, is funcƟoning. 
  
From safety, cost, energy/fuel conservaƟon, advancement of technology, and traffic efficiency to drivers who are 
informed of weather, road condiƟons, construcƟon, and emergencies. ConnecƟvity provides many opportuniƟes 
to improve on-road, roadside, and planning acƟviƟes that are all connected by the ability to collect, process, and 
manage big data. Using Dedicated Short Range CommunicaƟon (DSRC), Wi-Fi, and satellite connecƟons to 
connect vehicles to infrastructure, vehicles, and pedestrians will provide numerous opportuniƟes for economic 
development and transportaƟon improvements. 
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 In addiƟon to connected and autonomous vehicles, other innovaƟons and technology will also impact how 
people travel and interact with the built environment, including: 
  
Shared-Use Mobility Services 
The Shared-Use Mobility Center defines shared-use mobility as transportaƟon services and resources that are 
shared among users, either concurrently or one aŌer another. This includes public transit, taxis and limos, bike 
sharing, car sharing, ride sharing, ride sourcing or ride-hailing, ride-spliƫng, scooter sharing (now oŌen grouped 
with bike sharing under the heading of “micromobility”), shuƩle services and “microtransit,” as well as other 
opƟons. This includes services such as LyŌ and Uber that can be accessed via smartphone. Advances in 
technology have made sharing transportaƟon opƟons efficient and easy. Automobile manufacturers, rental car 
companies, and transit agencies have developed new soluƟons and mobile applicaƟons designed to alter routes, 
fill empty seats, collect fares and share real-Ɵme arrival and departure informaƟon. These types of services 
provide people with addiƟonal transportaƟon opƟons, reduce traffic congesƟon, and provide first and last mile 
opƟons. 
 
Electric Vehicles 
Community partners should look into creaƟng an “Electric Avenue” along key corridors throughout the Port 
Huron area and  connecƟng to the Blue Water Bridge. This would equip these corridors with electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure that leverages the smart grid and provides needed infrastructure and resources to drivers 
of electric vehicles coming into the country or leaving the country via the Blue Water Bridge, as well as our 
residents who already have or are considering an electric vehicle. Moreover, this would create addiƟonal 
economic development opportuniƟes within the county. 
  
Data and Technology 
A data rich and connected “Smart City” provides the ideal opportunity to develop deep learning and automaƟon 
alternaƟves to promote autonomous funcƟonality, increased safety soluƟons, improved resource management 
and maximized energy efficiency in real world environments.  
  
ConnecƟvity must be secure, stable, and sufficient to support iniƟal automaƟon development phases. A 
connected automaƟon environment will be established to provide\ the necessary infrastructure to support 
different sensing technologies that can collect, store, and support transfer of data. 
  
Exploring different technology soluƟons at the infrastructure and vehicle levels will be among iniƟal acƟviƟes to 
support studies and develop tools that can be used to compare performance characterisƟcs, limitaƟons, quality, 
durability, and cost effecƟveness comparisons. ConsideraƟon of acquisiƟon, installaƟon, maintenance, user 
reliability, processing, data handling, storage, and communicaƟon will be among other criƟcal elements of 
evaluaƟon. 
 
L�Ä� UÝ� �Ä� IÄ¥Ù�ÝãÙç�ãçÙ� 
Intelligent, sensor-based infrastructure will ulƟmately be deployed over Ɵme to collect data that will ulƟmately 
be used to improve system efficiencies, public safety, and overall mobility. Connected and autonomous vehicles 
and shared-mobility services will have a profound impact on how we plan our communiƟes. According to 
Professor Jonathan Levine at the University of Michigan,  
  
 “If we do not address land use, there will be an ulƟmate impediment to access to transportaƟon for 

consumers and consƟtuents. Two examples of this impediment include parking and zoning. In many ciƟes, 
when a new residenƟal or commercial building is constructed, there must be a minimum number of parking 
spots aƩached. This requirement of parking increases housing costs in the area. Furthermore, when zoning 



Page 46 

PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä 
 

laws encourage low density development, that density is eventually capped and cannot increase.” 
  
 “What autonomous vehicles (AVs) could potenƟally do is encourage infill development in the ciƟes, 

reducing their outward expansion making their per-capita environmental footprints smaller. The benefits 
are not restricted to ciƟes; employing AVs to operate in coordinaƟon with public transit to encourage 
transit-oriented development can make suburbs more aƩracƟve to live in.” 

  
According to a Florida State University Study (“Envisioning Florida’s Future: TransportaƟon and Land Use in an 
Automated Vehicle World”) there are strong indicators that AVs will require narrower ROWs and travel lanes, 
influence the locaƟon, form, and amount of parking, impact the mobility of bicyclists and pedestrians, decluƩer 
urban environments through reduced signalizaƟon and signage, and provide redevelopment opportuniƟes on 
now unnecessary parking lots and excess ROW. 
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In This Chapter: 
· AdministraƟve Structure for Parks and RecreaƟon 
· Parks and RecreaƟon Inventory 
· The Blueways of St. Clair 
· Trails and Greenways 
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A�Ã®Ä®ÝãÙ�ã®ò� SãÙç�ãçÙ� ¥ÊÙ P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ 
 
Açã«ÊÙ®ãù 
Port Huron Township has two major groups that oversee various aspects of parks and recreaƟon in the 
township.  The first group, the Parks Commission, consists of five members that are elected to four year terms 
and are accountable to the electorate.  The commission is responsible for recreaƟon planning, goal seƫng, park 
maintenance, and developing policies and budgets.  The second group, the RecreaƟon Board, iniƟates and 
manages most of the parks and recreaƟon acƟviƟes the public partakes in.  These daily acƟviƟes are funded by 
an annual budget allocaƟon from the Township Board.  
 
The basis for the operaƟon of a Park Commission is found in the compiled laws of the State of Michigan.  Port 
Huron Township operates under PA 359 of 1947 as amended.  The Township has had recreaƟon plans approved 
in 1999, 2006, and 2015 by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) per its recreaƟon plan 
guidelines booklet: Guidelines for the Development of Community Parks and RecreaƟon Plans.   
 

P�Ù» CÊÃÃ®ÝÝ®ÊÄ 
The Park Commission has the authority to maintain and manage the Township’s parks and recreaƟonal places.  
There are no formal requirements for the member’s specific duƟes; however, each Park Commissioner is 
responsible for determining strengths and opportuniƟes for Township parks, as well as monitoring, supervising, 
problem solving, and determining the needs for their designated parks.  All of the parks’ needs, bills, and 
problems are considered at the commission’s monthly meeƟngs.  
 
The commission receives budget approval for the administraƟon of their duƟes from the Township Board 
through the Township Clerk’s Office.  In the name of the Township, the Park Commission may accept giŌs, 
grants, devises of suitable land for parks and recreaƟonal places, and bequests of money for the acquisiƟon and 
improvement of land for parks and recreaƟon purposes.  Per the township aƩorney, the Township Board is the 
only board authorized to buy, own, and sell property, including the iniƟaƟon of the condemnaƟon of land for 
such purposes in accordance with the condemnaƟon laws of the State. 
 

The Park Commission pays approximately $15,000 
(current cost) to the Department of Public Works 
(DPW) for some landscaping,  maintenance, and 
repairs.   In addiƟon, the Park Commission works 
with the DPW to pay for equipment maintenance 
and the purchase of grounds and maintenance 
items.  
 
The Park Manager handles minor repairs, locks 
gates, mows the parks, drags and lines the soŌball 
fields, and performs other miscellaneous 
maintenance tasks. 
 

R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ BÊ�Ù� 
The nine member RecreaƟon Board is appointed by 

the Township Board.  Despite not adopƟng formal by-laws, the Chairman of the RecreaƟon Board also acts as 
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the Chairman of the Park Commission to maintain consistency between the board and the commission.  The 
RecreaƟon Board members’ salaries are  paid from an annual budget allocaƟon from the Township Board.  The 
RecreaƟon Board does not have any full-Ɵme staff due to a lack of funding. 
 

P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ Bç�¦�ã �Ä� FçÄ�®Ä¦ 
In 2021, the total revenue from the Park Fund was $325,625 with $295,000 from tourist accommodaƟons and 
$30,625 from facility rentals and leases.  The majority of the revenue, currently and historically, has been 
brought in by the Port Huron Township RV Park, which was sold in June 2022.   
 
The Township Board and Park Commission have a strong working relaƟonship since the Park Commission 
oversees the maintenance and management of the parks and the Township Board approves the commission’s 
budgets. 
 
RecreaƟon Department expenditures for 2021 included: 

· $45,000 for the RecreaƟon Department 
· $157,000 for Bakers Field Park 
· $322,405 for the Park Fund 

 
Sã. C½�®Ù CÊçÄãù P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ M®½½�¦� 
The St. Clair County Parks and RecreaƟon Commission (PARC) has a countywide millage for parks and recreaƟon 
in St. Clair County. PARC dedicates 75% of the millage revenues to parks and recreaƟon faciliƟes that serve a 
countywide audience and distributes the remaining 25% of the millage revenues to local governments for the 
enhancement or expansion of local parks and recreaƟon programs and faciliƟes.  

F®¦çÙ� 3-1:  PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö OÙ¦�Ä®þ�ã®ÊÄ�½ C«�Ùã, P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ 
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Since 1995, the amount of money distributed to local communiƟes has totaled more than $17 million and has 
had a posiƟve impact on the delivery of local parks and recreaƟon services. The amount of local distribuƟon is 
based on the number of residents living in each municipality. From 1995 to 2021, a total of $989,711 has been 
distributed to Port Huron Township for parks and recreaƟon acƟviƟes. 
 
In order to receive these funds, communiƟes must submit an annual report and show evidence of 
“maintenance of effort” to assure the funding is used to expand opportuniƟes rather than to supplant exisƟng 
local funding.  Local governments must document their financial support for parks and recreaƟon services has 
been maintained at a level equal to or greater than the amount they spent prior to the 1994 millage elecƟon. 
 
St. Clair County PARC also donated the ADA-accessible kayak launch at both Bakers Field Park and the 40th 
Street Pond. 
 
Sã�ã� �Ä� F���Ù�½ GÙ�ÄãÝ 
Since 1972, Port Huron Township has been awarded four MDNR grants, two of which were withdrawn. Grant 
funding from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) has been instrumental in assisƟng the 
township in making recreaƟon investments. Table 3-1 presents a descripƟon of all MDNR grants received by 
Port Huron Township.     
 
AddiƟonally, the Hoover School Park was developed with an MDNR Clean Michigan IniƟaƟve grant and the Wm. 
P. Thompson Pond received grant funding assistance through the Land and Water ConservaƟon Fund. 
 
R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ PÙÊ¦Ù�ÃÝ, CÊ½½��ÊÙ�ã®ÊÄ, �Ä� VÊ½çÄã��ÙÝ 
The Township collaborates with the County Parks and RecreaƟon Commission, the Blueways of St. Clair, the 
members of the community, and other organizaƟons to offer recreaƟonal programming and ameniƟes.   
 
The Township offers a six-week, drop-in Summer RecreaƟon Program for children registered in kindergarten 
through the age of 14.  The program includes special days with contests, parƟes, tournaments, and field trips.  
Two supervisors and a number of volunteers work at the program.   
 
Each October, the Township holds a Fall FesƟval in one of the township parks.  This family-oriented event offers 
hayrides, carnival games for kids, a magic show, fire truck tours, inflatables, and refreshments.  Typically, a local 
orchard has a variety of fall items for sale.  In addiƟon, the Township holds a holiday decoraƟng contest open to 
all residents and outdoor movie nights in the township parks. 
 
 
 
 
 

T��½� 3-1:  PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö, MNRTF GÙ�Äã H®ÝãÊÙù 

PROJECT YEAR GRANT 
AMOUNT PROJECT TYPE PUBLIC ACT 

Purchase of Bakers Field 2001 $375,000 AcquisiƟon PA 81 of 2001 

Bakers Field Park Development 2009 $282,000 Development PA 23 of 2009 

Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 2022 
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R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ IÄò�ÄãÊÙù 
 

IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
Port Huron Township’s residents are able to uƟlize a variety of recreaƟonal resources at the regional, county, 
and local levels, as well as through privately-owned faciliƟes. This secƟon describes those resources. 
 

LÊ��½ P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý 
PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö P�Ù»Ý �Ä� F��®½®ã®�Ý 
The Township owns and operates just over 216 acres of parkland, including the Lions Club Park, 
Memorial Park, the Wm. P. Thompson Pond, the Michigan Road LiƩle League Park, the Hoover School 
Park, and Bakers Field Park. AddiƟonally, the Township owns 70 acres of undeveloped land immediately 
south of the LiƩle League Park at Michigan Road and Moak Street, as well as subsidizing the funding for 
the Port Huron Township Museum.  The following pages include a profile of each park in Port Huron 
Township. 
 
A���ÝÝ®�®½®ãù Eò�½ç�ã®ÊÄ 
In accordance with the MDNR’s recreaƟon plan guidelines booklet, an accessibility evaluaƟon was 
completed for each park within the township. The evaluaƟon was conducted by planners from the St. 
Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission.  In July 2022, each facility was compared to the 2010 
ADA Standards for Accessible Design and given a ranking from 1-5, where: 
 

1 = none of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 
2 = some site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 
3 = most site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 
4 = all site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 
5 = the facility meets the Principals of Universal Design 
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L®ÊÄÝ C½ç� P�Ù» 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
· 10 Acres 
· Black River Access 
· Stocks Creek Access 
· Public Service Building 
· Playground 
· Picnic/Shelter FaciliƟes 
· Sledding Hill 
· Fishing Plaƞorms 
· In-Ground Stoves 
· Picnic Tables 
· Portable Restrooms 

 
Accessibility RaƟng: 2 
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M�ÃÊÙ®�½ P�Ù» 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
· 58 Acres 
· Black River Access/Frontage 
· Picnic Tables 
· Outdoor Pavilions 
· Playground Equipment 
· AYSO Soccer Fields 
· Basketball Court 
· SoŌball Diamonds 
· Volleyball Court 
· Bleachers 
· Fishing 
· Birding 
· Walking Paths 

 
Accessibility RaƟng: 3 
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WÃ. P. T«ÊÃÖÝÊÄ PÊÄ� 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
· 65 Acres   
· Spring-Fed Lake 
· Six Gazebos 
· Outdoor Pavilion 
· Picnic Tables 
· Two 124-foot Accessible Fishing Piers 
· ADA-Accessible Kayak Launch 
· Public Restrooms 

 
Accessibility RaƟng:  3 
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M®�«®¦�Ä RÊ�� L®ãã½� L��¦ç� P�Ù» 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
The Port Huron Township LiƩle League owns 
10.6 acres of property along Michigan Road, 
north of Moak Street with three baseball 
diamonds.  The Township owns the adjacent 
9.4-acre parcel that has two addiƟonal 
diamonds.   
 
The 20-acre park provides bleachers, a 
concession stand, and several out buildings. 
 
Accessibility RaƟng: 2 
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T«� HÊÊò�Ù S�«ÊÊ½ P�Ù» 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
· 1.5-Acre Neighborhood Park 
· MulƟ-Use Basketball Courts 
· Outdoor Pavilions 
· Playground 
· Restrooms 

 
Accessibility RaƟng:  2 
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B�»�ÙÝ F®�½� P�Ù» 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
· 61.5 Acres 
· Boat Ramp 
· ADA-Accessible Kayak Launch 
· ADA-Accessible Fishing Pier 
· Trails 
· Pickleball/Tennis Courts 
· Picnic Areas 
 

Accessibility RaƟng: 3 
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PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö MçÝ�çÃ 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
The Port Huron Township Board also subsidizes funding 
for the operaƟon of a museum highlighƟng the Francis 
Malane Schoolhouse and restored train caboose 
located behind the Port Huron Township Hall. 
 
A���ÝÝ®�®½®ãù R�ã®Ä¦:  2 
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UÄ��ò�½ÊÖ�� PÙÊÖ�Ùãù 

H®¦«½®¦«ãÝ: 
· 56 Acres & adjacent 14 Acres  
· Undeveloped 
· Natural Woods & Shrubbery 
 

Accessibility RaƟng: 1 
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PÙ®ò�ã� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ�½ F��®½®ã®�Ý ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
There are numerous private recreaƟon faciliƟes within the township including: 
 

· Black River Boat Club: Private modern club and boat slips. 
· Black River Country Club:  Privately-owned 18-hole golf course with a modern clubhouse.  Public is 

welcome. 
· Bridge Harbor Yacht Club:  Privately-owned modern clubhouse with a swimming pool, tennis courts, 

and individually-owned boat slips. 
· Elks Lodge Golf Club:  Private 18-hole golf course with a modern clubhouse. Open to members and 

guests. 
· Glacier Point Ice SkaƟng Arena:  Two ice skaƟng rinks. 
· The Port Huron and Detroit Historical Society Museum 
· Soccer AssociaƟon in Park #3:  MulƟ-use courts and soccer fields. 
· Riverside Sports Academy:  Gym on Michigan Road south of Dove Road. 

 
P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý ®Ä N�®¦«�ÊÙ®Ä¦ CÊÃÃçÄ®ã®�Ý 
There are numerous parks and recreaƟon faciliƟes in neighboring communiƟes, including Clyde Township, 
Kimball Township, the City of Marysville, and the City of Port Huron. The tables below contain an inventory of 
faciliƟes located within these communiƟes. 
 

T��½� 3-2: C½ù�� TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
Park Acres AmeniƟes 

Bills Bearss Park 20 Playground, ballfields, soccer fields, tennis courts, picnic areas, 
pavilion, basketball court, concessions, restrooms 

Firefighters Park 1 Playground, ball diamond, basketball court, picnic faciliƟes, ice 
skaƟng 

Clyde Township Hall Park 1 Playground, tennis courts, picnic areas, pavilion, restrooms 

Jake Simpson Wilderness Park 17 Basketball courts, inline skaƟng, playground, pickleball court 

Riverfront Park 1.8 Undeveloped 

T��½� 3-3:  K®Ã��½½ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö  
Park Acres AmeniƟes 

Township Park #1 - Sutherland 46 
Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, pond access, fishing 
access, bathing beach, trails, tennis courts, picnic areas, 
restrooms 

Township Park #2 - Smiths Creek 
Park 3 Playground, basketball courts, ice skaƟng, trails, picnic areas 
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 T��½� 3-4: C®ãù Ê¥ PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý 

Park Acres AmeniƟes 

Lakeside Park 17.7 Playgrounds, volleyball courts, lake access, concessions, 
bathing beach, restrooms, splash pad, freighter watching 

Lighthouse Park 7.9 Playgrounds, lake access, bathing beach, restrooms, 
freighter watching 

Blue Water Bridge Park 3.7 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching 

Thomas Edison Park 9.0 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching 

Pine Grove Park 13.7 Playground, ballfields, river access, fishing access, rails, picnic 
areas, restrooms, concessions, pavilion, freighter watching 

Lincoln Avenue Turnout 0.5 River access, fishing access, freighter watching 

Keifer Park 0.9 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching 

Municipal Office Grounds 1.8 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 1.1 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching 

Lincoln Park Turnout 0.6 River access, fishing access, trail, freighter watching 

Fort Street Dock 0.8 River access, marina, fishing access, trail, restrooms 

Quay Street Dock 1.0 River access, marina, fishing access, ADA-accessible kayak 
launch, restrooms 

Southside Dock & Park 1.25 River access, fishing access 

River Street Dock 9.1 River access, marina, fishing access, restrooms 

12th Street Dock 1.8 River access, boat ramps, fishing access, restrooms 

Riverside Boat Ramp 5.7 River access, boat ramps, fishing access, restrooms 

Sanborn Park 41.7 Playground, ballfield, basketball court, swimming pool, trails, 
tennis courts, restrooms 

Palmer Park 7.8 Playground, ice skaƟng, trails, community center, restrooms 

GraƟot Park 1.8 Playground, basketball courts 

Mansfield Park 0.8 Playground 

OpƟmist Park 3.2 Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, ice skaƟng, picnic 
areas 

White Park 3.4 Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, ice skaƟng 

20th & Court Street Park 2.5 Swimming pool, restrooms 

11th & Division Tot Park 1.0 Playground 

19th & Division Tot Park 0.5 Playground 

Knox Field 6.5 Ballfields, basketball courts, restrooms 

Lincoln Park 9.8 Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, ice skaƟng, picnic 
areas, freighter watching 

16th & Dove Park 14.5 Playground, ballfields, basketball courts, restrooms 

Haynes Park 1.17 Playground, ice skaƟng 
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T��½� 3-4: C®ãù Ê¥ PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý (CÊÄã®Äç��) 

12th & Jenks Tot Park 0.44 Playground 

Heritage Park on the Quay 0.21 River access, marina, fishing access 

Flag Plaza Park 1.20 River access, fishing access, freighter watching 

McMorran Place   Special events, performances, concessions, restrooms 

Renaissance Tot Park 0.47 Playground 

T��½� 3-5:  C®ãù Ê¥ M�ÙùÝò®½½� P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý 
Park Acres AmeniƟes 

Marysville City Park 58 
Playgrounds, soccer fields, basketball courts, trails, tennis 
courts, picnic areas, restrooms, amphitheater, picnic shelters, 
ballfields, sledding hill, freighter watching 

Marysville Boardwalk 1.4 River access, boat ramp, bathing beach, fishing access, trail, 
freighter watching 

Morton Park 10 
Playground, soccer field, ice skaƟng, inline skaƟng, picnic 
table/areas, restrooms, picnic shelters, skate park, parking 
area, trails/walking track 

Mermaid Park 0.7 River access, fishing access, freighter watching 

4th Street Park 35 Trails 

Chrysler Beach 2 

Playground, bathing beach, river access, fish cleaning staƟon, 
concessions, restrooms, charging staƟons, fishing pier, 
gazebo, trail, picnic areas, ADA accessible, boat launch, kayak 
launch 

Ravenswood Road Park 39 Ice skaƟng, trails 

Washington Road Park 5.4 NaƟve trees 

Huron Road Park 1.4 Ice skaƟng 

New Hampshire/6th Street Park 1 Ice skaƟng 

Delaware Road Park 0.3 Ice skaƟng 

ConnecƟcut Road Park 0.3 Ice skaƟng 

Municipal Golf Course 152.7 Golf course, restrooms, freighter watching 
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Sã�ã� Ê¥ M®�«®¦�Ä P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý 
The State of Michigan owns and manages 22,178 acres of resource-based faciliƟes in St. Clair County,  including 
Algonac State Park, Lakeport State Park, the Port Huron State Game Area, the St. Clair Flats State Wildlife 
Refuge, the St. John’s Marsh RecreaƟon Area, and a mini-game area in St. Clair Township.    
 

S�«ÊÊ½ F��®½®ã®�Ý 
The Port Huron Area School District operates two school sites in Port Huron Township - Michigamme 
Elementary and Central Middle School. Numerous recreaƟon faciliƟes are available at these sites. Michigamme 
includes a full range of playground equipment, small baseball diamonds, and large open play areas. The middle 
school site includes an exercise staƟon, basketball court, baseball diamond, pracƟce football field, and open 
play area. 
 

Sã. C½�®Ù CÊçÄãù P�Ù»Ý �Ä� R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ F��®½®ã®�Ý 
St. Clair County currently owns eight properƟes commiƩed to parks and recreaƟon acƟviƟes that total 1,010 
acres.   

· Goodells County Park   366 acres 
· Columbus County Park   411 acres 
· Fort GraƟot County Park    30 acres 
· Woodsong County Park               33 acres 
· Fort GraƟot Light StaƟon      5 acres 
· Blue Water River Walk County Park 5 acres 
· North Channel County Park  10 acres 
· Marine City Dredge Cut Access  0.34 acre 
· Wadhams to Avoca Trail  160 acres (12 miles long) 

 
GÊÊ��½½Ý CÊçÄãù P�Ù» 
The park’s faciliƟes include a Visitor Center, two playgrounds, river and fishing access, a seasonal ice skaƟng 
rink, trails, four picnic shelters, a community center, historic buildings, a BMX track, a radio-controlled model 
airplane airfield and truck track, a buƩerfly garden, five special events buildings, a Splashpad, equestrian 
faciliƟes, and areas for outdoor events. 
 
The Splashpad has 11 spray features that include two water cannons, five dumping buckets, ground geysers, 
and a rainbow water tunnel. The Splashpad is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to  8:00 p.m. and admission is free.  
In February 2006, the County received a Facility Design Award from the Michigan RecreaƟon and Parks 
AssociaƟon (MRPA) for the Goodells County Park Splashpad. This award recognized the Splashpad as the first 
water play facility in the state that uses and recycles water that is supplied by a well rather than a municipal 
water system. 
 
The Historic Village at Goodells County Park contains the Lynn Township Schoolhouse (1885), and the C.C Peck 
and Company Bank (1908). Visitors will also see the Columbus Bible Church (1860), the Murphy/Ryan 
Farmhouse (1872) and the Mudge Log Cabin (1863). The latest addiƟon to the Historic  Village is the Columbus 
Bible Church.  The Church was moved to the park and restored, complete with its twelve-foot tall windows and 
bell tower. 
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CÊ½çÃ�çÝ CÊçÄãù P�Ù» 
Through five separate transacƟons, the St. Clair County Parks and RecreaƟon Commission (PARC) owns 411 
acres of property in Columbus Township.  In 2007, PARC used a $1.4 million Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund (MNRTF) grant to secure 291 acres for the park and used a $65,800 MNRTF grant to secure the final 26 
acres in 2016.  
 
Phase 1 construcƟon at the park was completed in early 2010, which included construcƟon of the main 
entrance on Bauman Road, a park roadway, a 100 space parking lot, erosion control and drainage 
improvements, underground uƟliƟes, a water well, and development of a lighted sledding hill.  
 
Other faciliƟes at the park include mountain biking trails, walking trails, horse trails, fishing access, and permit 
only hunƟng.  The Belle River provides 1.6 miles of water frontage in the park.  A historic gambrel roof barn was 
restored by Columbus Township and is located at Columbus County Park near Bauman Road. The barn is used 
for maintenance and storage. 
In 2012, an energy efficient park lodge  was constructed with modern restrooms, a picnic pavilion, offices, and 
storage rooms.  AcƟviƟes at the lodge include picnics, weddings, educaƟonal programs, and meeƟngs. 
 
FÊÙã GÙ�ã®Êã CÊçÄãù P�Ù» 
Fort GraƟot County Park is located off M-25 on Metcalf Road in the northeast part of St. Clair County. This 30-
acre park offers breathtaking views of Lake Huron and 852 feet of shoreline and beach.  It also includes picnic 
areas, restrooms, a children’s playground, and paved walking trails.  Other park improvements include the 
addiƟon of ADA-accessible restrooms and a playscape in 2007, an overflow parking area in 2008 and two picnic 
pavilions and addiƟonal secƟons of boardwalk on the beach in 2009.   
 
Fort GraƟot County Park is also home to the 1971 Tunnel Explosion Memorial that was erected in 2007 to 
commemorate the construcƟon accident that took the lives of 22 men working on the water intake tunnel 
located beneath the park. The 1971 Water Tunnel Explosion commiƩee raised funds for the memorial.  The 
Michigan Historic Commission dedicated a State Historical Marker at the site to mark the 40th anniversary of 

FÊÙã GÙ�ã®Êã CÊçÄãù P�Ù» 
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the tragedy.  
 
WÊÊ�ÝÊÄ¦ CÊçÄãù P�Ù» 
In 2008, St. Clair County purchased the 33-acre Camp Woodsong site from the Michigan Waterways Council of 
the Girl Scouts of America. The property is located in Clyde Township off of AbboƩsford Road at the east end of 
Rynn Road.  Woodsong County Park is a passive park that provides opportuniƟes for nature watching and 
studying, hiking, biking, and water acƟviƟes on the Black River, such as canoeing, kayaking, and fishing. 
 
The rusƟc trails follow the natural terrain by traversing along the scenic, steep slopes that travel down to 2,800 
feet of Black River shoreline.  AddiƟonally,  the Clinton River Area Mountain Bike AssociaƟon (CRAMBA) 
conƟnues to rapidly develop two-track and single-track mountain bike trails that follow the steep ridges next to 
the Black River.  Currently, three of the proposed four miles of designated mountain bike trails have been 
completed. 
In 2017, a canoe and kayak launch was added using a $50,000 grant from the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). While the launch itself is fully accessible, the steep trail leading 
from the parking lot to the launch is not ADA accessible.   
 
FÊÙã GÙ�ã®Êã L®¦«ã Sã�ã®ÊÄ 
The Fort GraƟot Light StaƟon is the oldest lighthouse in Michigan.  As the shipping needs on the Great Lakes 
increased in the 1820’s, there was a need for a navigaƟonal aid at the mouth of the St. Clair River. In August  
1825, the first lighthouse was built in Port Huron, Michigan. The original tower was located near the base of the 
present day second span of the Blue Water Bridge. It was 32 feet high above ground level, 18 feet in diameter 
at the base, and tapered to nine feet across at the top.  
 
The Coast Guard maintained the Fort GraƟot Light StaƟon from the 1930’s unƟl they moved next door into the 
new staƟon that was built in 2004.  The property was officially transferred to St. Clair County in 2010. 

FÊÙã GÙ�ã®Êã L®¦«ã Sã�ã®ÊÄ 
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RestoraƟon of the lighthouse was completed in 2013, and other property repairs and addiƟons have been 
made using Michigan Coastal Zone Management Grant funding.  The restoraƟon of the tower was made 
possible by the “Save America’s Treasures” grant program and a match from the City of Port Huron. The tower 
reopened for tours in Summer 2012.  The Port Huron Museum serves as a partner in leading site tours, 
programming, and private reservaƟons. Friends of the Fort GraƟot Light StaƟon raise funds for building 
restoraƟon projects and provides volunteers. 
 
B½ç� W�ã�Ù R®ò�Ù W�½» CÊçÄãù P�Ù» 
Blue Water River Walk County Park is a former railroad switch yard that has been parƟally restored to a coastal 
wetland. The wetland features three ponds, marshland, and naƟve plants. The habitat is home to amphibians, 
such as frogs and toads, and is a popular nesƟng and feeding spot for migratory birds. A boardwalk with 
interpreƟve signs educate visitors about wetlands and allows them to get close to the wetland without 
disturbing its natural features.  North of the wetland is a picnic pavilion, a shade trellis, walkways, landscaping, 
an arƟficial lawn acƟvity area, picnic tables, grills, and benches. Future developments include a children’s 
playground, restrooms, and another pavilion.  
 
The Blue Water River Walk is a paved pathway that travels through the park and is part of the Bridge to Bay 
Trail System.  It begins at Desmond Landing to the north and travels southwest to 10th Street.  The Blue Water 
River Walk is owned by the Community FoundaƟon of St. Clair County. St. Clair County Parks leases and 
maintains the grounds.   
 
P®Ä� R®ò�Ù N�ãçÙ� C�Äã�Ù 
The St. Clair County Regional EducaƟonal Service Agency’s Pine River Nature Center is an educaƟonal facility 
whose mission is to promote the awareness, understanding, and stewardship of the Blue Water Area's natural 
and cultural heritage. The center provides programs for local schools to enhance their science and mathemaƟcs 
curricula with outdoor-based field studies correlated with the Michigan Curriculum Framework as well as offers 
outdoor recreaƟon and environmental educaƟon opportuniƟes for area residents. 
 
The Pine River Nature Center opened in May 2003 and sits on 111-acres of property with over 4,800 feet of the 
Pine River meandering through it.  Since opening, over 21,900 students from around St. Clair County have 
visited the center for programs.  AcƟviƟes and events at the center include: 

· OpportuniƟes to hike over two miles of trails (open daily from dawn to dark). 
· Browse the indoor displays and live animals. 
· Read about nature or do research in the library. 
· AƩend public programs, including star gazing parƟes and nature walks. 
· Volunteer to help with special events and school programs. 
· Adopt-a-Trail. 
· Visit the universally-accessible (ADA) tree house. 
 

T«� B½ç�ó�ùÝ Ê¥ Sã. C½�®Ù 
The Blueways of St. Clair is a system of 17 water trails, totaling 151 miles, in nine unique bodies of water.  The 
Island Loop NaƟonal Water Trail, the Fort GraƟot Sojourn, and the Lake Huron Paddle run within the township 
or along its border.  More informaƟon can be found at www.BluewaysOfStClair.org.  
 
IÝ½�Ä� LÊÊÖ N�ã®ÊÄ�½ W�ã�Ù TÙ�®½ 
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The 10.2-mile Island Loop NaƟonal Water Trail was the first naƟonal water trail to be designated in Michigan 
and the 14th in the United States.  It navigates between the United States and Canada for 2.5 miles and 
meanders through Fort GraƟot Township, Port Huron Township, and the City of Port Huron.  The trail makes a 
loop from the Black River to the Black River Canal to Lake Huron into the St. Clair River and back to the Black 
River. It also passes the oldest lighthouse in Michigan, the Thomas Edison Museum, the Huron Lightship 
Museum, and the Acheson MariƟme Center.  
 

TÙ�®½Ý �Ä� GÙ��Äó�ùÝ 
There are several significant mulƟ-use paths in Port Huron Township and the region.  A greenway refers to trails 
or pathways designed for non-motorized traffic that connect residenƟal areas to other residenƟal areas or 
commercial districts. Greenway resources refer to the total collecƟon of trails and parks within a community or 
geographic area, including both land and water areas.  
  
St. Clair County’s countywide trails plan illustrates a system of trails and conservaƟon corridors with significant 
natural features, such as soils, hills and valleys, drains, streams, rivers, wetlands, lakes, shoreline, woodlands, 
and wildlife habitat. The plan’s objecƟve is to maintain the natural features in a balanced ecological state, while 
allowing communiƟes to grow in a controlled manner. 
  
W��«�ÃÝ ãÊ AòÊ�� TÙ�®½ 
The Wadhams to Avoca Trail is a 12-mile trail located on property owned and maintained by PARC, and is 
managed as if it is a county park. The trail starts at Avoca, travels east through Wadhams, and ends at Lapeer 
Road west of the I-94 overpass on the outskirts of the City of Port Huron. There are plans to extend this trail 
northwest to Yale, as well as to connect it to the Bridge to Bay Trail through Port Huron Township and heading 
east toward the St. Clair River. 
  
BÙ®�¦� ãÊ B�ù TÙ�®½ 
The ad hoc Regional Trails Governing Board is working with St. Clair County and 13 local communiƟes to 
develop a 54-mile long network of non-motorized recreaƟonal trails linking the shoreline communiƟes of New 
BalƟmore (Macomb County), Algonac, Marine City, St. Clair, Marysville, Port Huron, and Lakeport.  Over 25 
miles of paved trail have already been constructed in various secƟons uƟlizing funding from the Michigan 
Department of TransportaƟon (MDOT), the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and private 
grants. Future plans call for the Bridge to Bay Trail to connect with the Macomb Orchard Trail in Richmond and 
the Wadhams to Avoca Trail as part of the Great Lake to Lake Trail Route #1, which extends from South Haven 
to Port Huron. 
  
TÙ�®½Ý ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
The Township has three primary non-motorized trails including: 

· A separated side path along Water Street from I-94 to West Water. 
· A separated side path along Lapeer Road, from 32nd Street to Michigan Road. 
· A trailhead for the Wadhams to Avoca Trail located on Griswold. 

 
There are addiƟonal plans for a separated side path along Strawberry Lane, from Water Street to Bakers Field 
Park. 
 
PÙÊÖÊÝ�� TÙ�®½Ý �Ä� CÊÄÄ��ãÊÙÝ ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö   
St. Clair County, along with the Community FoundaƟon of St. Clair County and numerous local and regional 
partners, developed an updated countywide trails plan in 2019 that idenƟfies exisƟng gaps in countywide non-
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M�Ö 3-4: BÙ®�¦� TÊ B�ù TÙ�®½ 
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motorized trail networks, idenƟfies preferred alternaƟves to eliminate those gaps, and prioriƟzes the Ɵming 
and sequencing for compleƟng needed connecƟons. The overarching goal is to complete the Bridge to Bay Trail 
and Wadhams to Avoca trail networks, which includes connecƟng to the Macomb Orchard Trail and the Great 
Lake-to-Lake Trail Route #1, which runs from South Haven in the western part of the state to Port Huron in the 
eastern part of the state.   
 
There are two trail gaps idenƟfied in Port Huron Township: 
 
The first gap proposes the following faciliƟes: 

· Griswold – protected bike lanes/side path from the trailhead to where Oak Street begins, about 1.8 
miles. 

· Oak Street - protected bike lane for about 1.8 miles. 
· And then up 7th Street to the water via an advisory lane.  
· Another opƟon is a new off road facility connecƟng 27th to 10th Street on the north side of the rail 

corridor.  
 
The second gap proposes the following faciliƟes:  

· Off-street path that connects Griswold to Lapeer diagonally along a CN rail spur. 
· Protected bike lanes from Lapeer to Water Street 
· Protected bike lanes on Water Street 
· A side path on 32nd Street 
· Side path on the Lapeer Connector 

The Township should collaborate with partners, including the St. Clair County Road Commission, to implement 
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M�Ö 3-5:  W��«�ÃÝ ãÊ AòÊ�� TÙ�®½, P½�ÄÄ�� CÊÄÄ��ã®ÊÄÝ 
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M�Ö 3-6:  W��«�ÃÝ ãÊ AòÊ�� TÙ�®½, PÙÊÖÊÝ�� CÊÄÄ��ã®ÊÄÝ 
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the St. Clair County Trails Plan and assist in developing a fully-connected regional trail network.   

N���Ý AÝÝ�ÝÝÃ�Äã �Ä� F��®½®ãù CÊÃÖ�Ù®ÝÊÄ 
An essenƟal task during the recreaƟon planning process is to determine the needs of the township as a basis 
for an acƟon plan. This task can be accomplished by asking township officials to provide insights into needed 
improvements, asking people what they desire, and by comparing the township to established recreaƟon 
standards based on the size of the community and its service area.  
 
P�Ù» A�Ù��¦� �Ä� F��®½®ãù CÊÃÖ�Ù®ÝÊÄ 
The Township’s exisƟng recreaƟon faciliƟes were compared against the guidelines set by the NaƟonal 
RecreaƟon and Park AssociaƟon (NRPA) to determine if the exisƟng faciliƟes are adequate to meet residents’ 
needs in comparison to naƟonal standards. The analysis takes into account a variety of factors, including 
exisƟng condiƟons, public input, programming desires, and site condiƟons.    
Table 3-6 idenƟfies the NRPA guideline for each facility type, the recommended and exisƟng number of 
faciliƟes, and the surplus or deficiency.  The list of recreaƟon uses in Table 3-6 is not exhausƟve.  The table 

T��½� 3-6: P�Ù» L�Ä� A�Ù��¦� �Ä� F��®½®ãù AÄ�½ùÝ®Ý, PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 

Park/AcƟvity Standard 
PopulaƟon 

(2020) 
PopulaƟon 

(2045) 

Recommended 
Size/

PopulaƟon    
2020 

Recommended 
Size/

PopulaƟon 
2045 

ExisƟng 
Acreage/
FaciliƟes 

Community Park 5-8 acres per 
1,000 residents 10,792 12,266 54-87 acres 62-99 acres 216 acres 

Children’s Play 
lot 

1 lot per 3,000 
residents 10,792 12,266 3 4 3 

Basketball Court 1 court per 
10,000 residents 10,792 12,266 1 1 3 

SoŌball/Baseball 
Diamond 

1 diamond per 
5,000 residents 10,792 12,266 2 3 8 

Nature Trails 1 trail per 20,000 
residents 10,792 12,266 0 0 0 

Golf Course 1 course per 
25,000 residents 10,792 12,266 0 0 0 

Tennis Court 1 court per 2,000 
residents 10,792 12,266 5 6 1 

Soccer Field 1 field per 
10,000 residents 10,792 12,266 1 1 15 

Ice Rink 
(Outdoor) 

1 per 20,000 
residents 10,792 12,266 0 0 0 

Volleyball Court 1 court per 5,000 
residents 10,792 12,266 2 2 1 

Source: Lancaster, R.A., Ed. RecreaƟon Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1983; Mertes, J.D. 
and J.R. Hall. Park, RecreaƟon, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1995. 
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shows the township has a deficiency in tennis and volleyball courts based on recommended standards.  It is 
important to note recreaƟon planning standards must be used in concert with other informaƟon, such as 
regional interests, parks and recreaƟon trends, demographics, ciƟzen mobility, unique natural areas, 
neighboring communiƟes’ parks and recreaƟon opportuniƟes, and tourism impacts, to fully understand actual 
public needs.  Generally, these issues are miƟgated when they are addressed through recommended standards 
and proacƟve updates to the RecreaƟon Plan every five years to garner new ciƟzen input and assess current 
trends.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



C«�Öã�Ù 4:  
L�Ä� UÝ� ®Ä PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 

In This Chapter: 
· ExisƟng Land Use Overview 
· AlternaƟves for Future Land Use 
· Future Land Use Plan 
· Analysis of Planning in Adjacent CommuniƟes 
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EXISTING LAND USE OVERVIEW 
 

IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
How land is used influences our overall quality of life, the character of our community, and how neighboring land 
is used. Land use also affects our natural resources, our system of roads, and the potenƟal for new development. 
The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) updated land use data for the enƟre seven county 
Metro Detroit region in 2020 and is the data source for this secƟon. Land use in Port Huron Township can be 
divided into nine principle categories. See Map 4-1. 
 

S®Ä¦½�-F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ 
There are approximately 1,869 acres of land being used for single-family residenƟal uses in the township. Single-
family residenƟal is the predominant land use in the northern half of the township, from the Black River down to 
West Water Street, and conƟnuing down along Beach and Michigan Roads down to the interstate. There is a 
break in residenƟal use along the Lapeer Road commercial corridor. South of I-94/I-69, in the eastern porƟon of 
the township, near 32nd Street and Water Street, the pocket of single-family residenƟal is undergoing some 
transiƟon. This is a direct result of the transportaƟon improvements being made to the freeway interchanges 
and the connector, as well as the addiƟon of some newer commercial developments along that corridor.  
 
Most of the larger lot subdivisions in the township are located in the northern porƟon of the township, near 
West Water Street and Atkins Road. Many of the residenƟal areas in the northern township have been plaƩed 
and are characterized by a curvilinear street paƩern. There are also a few smaller areas of single-family 
residenƟal neighborhoods near the southern boundary of the township, parƟcularly where the township borders 
the City of Port Huron, south of Dove Road.  
 

Mç½ã®Ö½�-F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ �Ä� MÊ�®½� HÊÃ�Ý 
The township is currently using 243 acres of land for mulƟple-family residenƟal. Generally, this land use category 
includes mobile homes, apartments, and two-family dwellings such as duplexes. The larger manufactured homes 
are located in the manufactured home parks located along Lapeer Road, Griswold Road, and Dove Road. Other 
mulƟple-family residenƟal areas are scaƩered throughout the township. Port Huron Township is also home to 
two apartment complexes. The Brookstone Place Apartments are located at the township’s southern border 
along Michigan Road, north of Ravenswood Road, while the Dorchester Court Apartments are located  south of 
Lapeer Road, east of Michigan Road.  
 

CÊÃÃ�Ù�®�½/O¥¥®�� 
Commercial and office uses occupy approximately 404 acres of the township. There are three primary 
commercial corridors in the township: the Lapeer Road corridor, 24th Street, and the transiƟoning 32nd Street 
corridor. Lapeer Road is a commercial corridor that stretches from the township border at 24th Street on the 
east side of the township, all the way west to Range Road. The commercial development has located along 
Lapeer Road because it is a heavily traveled thoroughfare leading into the City of Port Huron. The commercial 
development along Lapeer Road is commonly called strip commercial. Such strip development generally creates 
a number of problems. For example, the scaƩering of commercial development creates numerous areas of 
vehicular traffic conflict as automobiles turn off or onto Lapeer Road.  
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M�Ö 4-1:  Eø®Ýã®Ä¦ L�Ä� UÝ�, PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö, 2020 
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Strip commercial development has the potenƟal to create numerous traffic hazards; consequently, it is 
regarded as an inefficient use of land. However, if this type of development is properly adapted to the 
township’s traffic paƩerns, and land adjacent to the commercial strip is developed for residenƟal purposes, the 
strip commercial will subsequently reduce traffic problems created by residenƟal development abuƫng a major 
thoroughfare in the township, such as Lapeer Road.  
 
Strip commercial uses are concentrated along 24th Street, between Griswold and Lapeer Roads. The 
commercial development of 24th Street was in response to several factors. Most of the area in the City of Port 
Huron is developed and the area along 24th Street was likely available for development at a lower price per 
acre than property within the city. Also, 24th Street is the boundary between the City of and Port Huron 
Township. Commercial locaƟons can take advantage of the market exisƟng in the city as well as in the township. 
The commercial uses along 24th Street are oriented more towards convenience and comparison shopping.  
 
The commercial uses along 32nd Street, from Griswold to Lapeer Roads, have generally been big-box retail 
stores such as Sam’s Club, or the former Super K-Mart and Love’s Furniture stores, now both vacant. These 
types of stores commonly aƩract customers from the greater St. Clair County area, as well as drawing in traffic 
from the interstates. Menards, a large home improvement retailer, is located at the northern terminus of 32nd 
Street. This superstore has direct access to the Lapeer Connector and I-94/I-69. The 32nd Street corridor, north 
of Lapeer Road, is undergoing a transiƟon from residenƟal and insƟtuƟonal uses (churches), to addiƟonal 
commercial development. This transiƟon can be aƩributed to the major improvements made on the interstate 
and the Lapeer Connector and interchange, as well as the already busy Lapeer Road Corridor.  
 
Current development paƩerns have created impracƟcal pedestrian traffic between stores. There is a need to 
improve the control of ingress and egress for motor vehicles to and from stores located along 24th Street and 
Lapeer Road.  BeƩer coordinaƟon of these access points could eliminate much of the present circulaƟon 
induced traffic conflicts resulƟng from vehicles turning into and out of through traffic on 24th Street and 
Lapeer. As commercial uses conƟnue to locate along 24th Street and Lapeer, enhancement of the area should 
be carefully considered to aƩract customers. These commercial corridors could benefit from improved access 
management, discussed in more detail in the TransportaƟon Chapter of this Master Plan.  
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IÄ�çÝãÙ®�½ 
Industrial development is very important to most communiƟes. In Port Huron Township, 309 acres of land are 
used for industrial development. Industrial uses range from manufacturing firms, warehouses and uƟliƟes to 
outdoor storage areas.  
 
Manufacturing uses are primarily on the east side, but do not represent a definite manufacturing area in the 
township. In fact, the manufacturing uses are strewn amongst  adjacent residenƟal and commercial uses. The 
township has two key prerequisites for a manufacturing area - flat land and access to excellent transportaƟon 
ameniƟes.  
 
Warehousing and storage uses are primarily scaƩered along secƟon line roads in the township rather than 
concentrated in any one area. With the two freeways, I-94 and 1-69, and the railroad, it is most likely that 
warehousing will conƟnue to locate in the township. Open storage of material, such as automobile junk yards, 
are considered under the industrial classificaƟon because of the nuisance factors associated with such uses. 
These uses are oŌen unsightly, unhealthy (if vermin are not controlled) and can depreciate land values. Open 
storage areas within Port Huron Township are occasionally found within a residenƟal area. These open storage 
uses are incompaƟble with the surrounding development. Efforts should be made to screen these areas, clean 
them up, and provide a more aƩracƟve environment. Future locaƟons of open storage uses should only be 
allowed in areas zoned for heavy industrial uses.  
 
The township has some areas devoted to public or private uƟliƟes. These uses are for an electrical power 
substaƟon and radio towers. These faciliƟes are located on various sites throughout the township.  
 

GÊò�ÙÄÃ�Äã�½/IÄÝã®ãçã®ÊÄ�½ 
Governmental and/or insƟtuƟonal land uses are approved land and faciliƟes held in the public interest. They are 
usually exempt from real property taxaƟon, plus any service drives or roads inside the actual parcel. This type of 
land use includes churches, governmental offices, hospitals, day care centers, assisted living faciliƟes, and 
cemeteries. Current governmental and insƟtuƟonal uses are spread throughout 72 acres of the township.  
 
The St. Clair County IntervenƟon Center is located on Michigan Road near the southern boundary of the 
township. Further north, along the west side of Michigan Road, is a Port Huron Area School District maintenance 
facility. Michigamme Elementary School is located in the northern part of the township, near Michigan Road and 
West Water Street.  Central Middle School is located on 32nd Street, near Menards and the Literacy Academy at 
Cleveland Elementary, is located on Vanness Street. 
 
The former campus of Baker College of Port Huron is located in Port Huron Township, on Lapeer Road, west of 
32nd Street. This campus is now home to a number of nonprofit agencies, including Blue Water Community 
AcƟon, Community Enterprises, in addiƟon to the home health and hospice service organizaƟon, also known as 
VisiƟng Nurse AssociaƟon and Blue Water Hospice.  
 
Churches in Port Huron Township include St. Stephen Catholic Church on 32nd Street, the Jehovah’s Witness 
facility on Yeager Street near 32nd Street, Ross Bible Church on Maywood Drive, Westhaven BapƟst Church on 
West Water Street, St. Paul Lutheran Church on West Water Street, and the United ChrisƟan Fellowship Church 
on Ravenswood Road.  
 
Port Huron Township’s main office is located on Lapeer Road right next to the fire staƟon, and the Department 
of Public Works (DPW) facility is located at the corner of West Water Street and Beach Road.  
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P�Ù»Ý, R��Ù��ã®ÊÄ, �Ä� OÖ�Ä SÖ��� 
There are 555 acres of parks, recreaƟon, and open space in Port Huron Township. There are also private 
recreaƟonal uses consisƟng mainly of golf courses, a golf driving range, the Port Huron Motorcycle Club and 
two marinas. The two golf courses, including the Black River Country Club and the Port Huron Elks Golf Club, 
aƩract golfers not only from the township’s populaƟon, but also throughout the county and region. These 
types of land uses are located in natural flood hazard areas of the Black River., uƟlizing land that should not be 
developed with permanent buildings. These recreaƟonal uses are located in the northernmost sectors of the 
township.  
 
Township parks include Bakers Field, which sits along a horseshoe bend of the Black River, accessible from 
Strawberry Lane; Memorial Park at the end of Beach Road, and the Wm. P. Thompson Pond on 40th Street.  
See Chapter 3 for more informaƟon about parks and recreaƟon in the township. 
 
AddiƟonally, the Township has woodlands scaƩered in small pockets across the central and northern parts of 
the township. There is also a pocket of woodlands to the east of I-94, north of Dove Road. Other smaller 
patches of central hardwoods, lowland hardwoods and conifers are scaƩered throughout the township. 
Woodlands cover roughly 1,818 acres of Port Huron Township.  
 

TÙ�ÄÝÖÊÙã�ã®ÊÄ, CÊÃÃçÄ®��ã®ÊÄ, �Ä� Uã®½®ãù (TCU) 
Land devoted to the movement of people and goods accounts for 510 acres of the township’s total land area. 
In urban communiƟes and developed suburban communiƟes, the percentage of land devoted to 
transportaƟon, parƟcularly roadways, increases proporƟonately to the need created by new development. The 
percentage of land devoted to transportaƟon can be decreased through use of proper subdivision techniques 
and planning policies, thus allowing land to be put to a more producƟve use.  
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The I-94 and I-69 freeways intersect in the center of Port Huron Township, accounƟng for much of the 
transportaƟon land use in the township. These right-of way paƩerns, superimposed over the already exisƟng 
residenƟal road systems, have created isolated parcels of land. This condiƟon has made for a costly road paƩern 
to connect all of these small parcels into a workable system for future land development.  
Even though a freeway system in the township is disrupƟve to the local road paƩern, the freeways represent a 
valuable asset. Major freeway interchanges near an urban center generally aƩract a high value form of urban 
development. The intensity of land uses near the interchange are usually great because of the value of the 
property. Therefore, the I-94 and I-69 freeways must be considered as major generators of urban growth.   
 
Other valuable transportaƟon assets in the township are the railroad tracks and the Grand Trunk Western 
terminal yards.  The Grand Trunk Western Railroad is centrally located in the township and provides a major link 
to the regional and naƟonal railroad network. The railroad should influence potenƟal industrial development in 
the township. However, like the freeways, the railroad represents a disrupƟve effect on the local road paƩerns. 
Considerable aƩenƟon will have to be given to the circulaƟon system in the township. This is due to its potenƟal 
for generaƟng a large amount of urban development, especially as sidings are brought into an industrial park.   
 

A¦Ù®�ç½ãçÙ�½/RçÙ�½ R�Ý®��Äã®�½ 
According to SEMCOG’s 2020 land use data, the Port Huron Township had 1,181 acres of agricultural or rural 
residenƟal land. This is mainly in the form of permanent pastures, fallow land, scrub areas, flood plain areas and 
plaƩed, but not developed land. Much of the vacant land is in large tracts easily developed for land uses 
requiring large acreage, such as residenƟal subdivisions or manufacturing uses.  The Township will need to carry 
out appropriate planning measures and ciƟzen engagement to determine if agricultural land should be preserved 
to protect character or whether certain areas make sense for future development. 
 

V���Äã 
Approximately 1,963 acres of land are considered vacant or undeveloped in Port Huron Township.  This is found 
predominantly in areas located in the southern half of the township, between I-94 and Ravenswood Road. 
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W�ã�Ù 
Surface water accounts for 152 acres of township land. This consists predominantly of the Black River, running 
along the township’s northern border. The 40th Street Pond is also a significantly large water area, providing 
ample opportunity for acƟvity and recreaƟon. There are also a handful of private ponds scaƩered throughout  
Port Huron Township.  
 
Port Huron Township has a total of 4,347 acres of wetland areas, which are located predominantly in the 
southern and central porƟons of the township, south of I-69. There is also a smaller pocket of wetlands north of 
the expressway in an area bounded by Lapeer Road to the south, Michigan Road to the east, West Water Street 
to the north, and Range Road to the west. AddiƟonally, there are wetland areas along the riparian area of the 
Black River along the northern border of the township. In an effort to maintain the natural drainage network, it 
is important to protect the associated floodplains, wetlands, and vegetaƟon from overdevelopment. ProtecƟng 
floodplains and wetlands help prevent flooding, erosion, and polluƟon problems.  
 
Stocks Creek, located just north of Lapeer Road, is also a significant watercourse that provides opportuniƟes for 
fishing.  AddiƟonally, Bunce Creek meanders through the southern and central porƟons of the township. 
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FUTURE LAND USE PLAN 
 

IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
The goal of land use planning is improving the general welfare of the people living and working in the Charter 
Township of Port Huron. This is achieved primarily through the proper development of vacant land. AddiƟonally, 
where necessary, this also incorporates the redevelopment of exisƟng areas for new uses, creaƟng a beƩer 
community to live, work, and engage in recreaƟon. In general, this land use plan is a guide for determining 
where to best locate private and public uses in the township.  
 
The Future Land Use Plan is intended to be long-range, comprehensive, generalized, flexible and regional, with 
the following broad objecƟves:  
 

· Comprehensive planning to provide for a variety of land use types, bearing a relaƟonship to the land 
capability and transportaƟon systems.  

· Generalized planning upon broad principles of land use allocaƟons and relaƟonships. 
· Flexible planning that is able to adapt to changing condiƟons, yet not detract from the spirit and intent of 

the master plan. 
· Regional planning transcending arbitrary boundaries which are an integrated part of the regional system. 
· Short-range and long-range planning for land development up to the year 2035.  

 
The Future Land Use Plan is more than just a graphic presentaƟon. Behind the graphics on a map are spaƟal 
distribuƟons and relaƟonships, reflecƟng the community vision and planning objecƟves described in Chapter 5. 
The Future Land Use Planis generalized in its scope. It is not intended to delineate exact parcels or defined 
boundaries for planned land uses. The Future Land Use Plan and its supporƟng text serve as a guide to 
community officials regarding day-to-day planning issues. The planning commission should consider this master 
plan as a whole, and as a guide for Future Land Use, zoning and site planning decisions. The master plan, along 
with a Future Land Use map or mapping objecƟves, are required to be reviewed and updated, every five years, if 
necessary. This helps to ensure they reflect community interests and relevant trends. The Ɵming of a parƟcular 
land use is dependent upon a number of factors, such as:  
 

· Community input 
· The community vision and planning objecƟves 
· ExisƟng land uses 
· Current zoning of the township and surrounding area 
· Demographic projecƟons 
· Economic trends and market forces 
· Traffic circulaƟon in each area 
· LocaƟon of sensiƟve environment resource areas 
· Capability of land and soils for development  

 
The factors noted above, among others, must be given strong consideraƟon when reviewing a request for 
rezoning a parcel of land. As a general policy, it is recommended that the rezoning of any land, to implement the 
Future Land Use plans, be delayed unƟl the specific land use objecƟves of the area are met. Similarly, no 
rezoning should be made that is inconsistent with the Future Land Use objecƟves, map, and/or text of this plan, 
unless this plan is first amended aŌer careful analysis to establish the appropriateness of the change in zoning.  



Page 86 

PORT HURON TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN 

CÊÄ��ÖãÝ Ê¥ LÊ��½ L�Ä� UÝ� �Ä� D�ò�½ÊÖÃ�Äã 
Port Huron Township is in part an extension of the City of Port Huron. Growth and development aƩracted to the 
City of Port Huron naturally affects the township. Most developers aƩracted to the Port Huron area are generally 
forced to look towards suburban communiƟes, since much of the city property is already developed. As a result, 
development should conƟnue to overflow to the township. This impending growth and expansion into the 
township has become even more imminent through the introducƟon of new transportaƟon paƩerns within the 
past few years,   
 
A general land use paƩern is developing in the township. There are a number of low density residenƟal uses 
(single – family dwellings on large lots) in the northern areas of the township. The southern boundary for these 
land uses is generally the western porƟon of the I–69 freeway, and the northeastern porƟon of the I-94 corridor. 
These form a buffer between the residenƟal uses and the industrial and the railroad faciliƟes of the township, 
except for the extreme southern porƟon of the township between Dove Road and Ravenswood Road, which is 
zoned mulƟ-family residenƟal.  
 
The high concentraƟon of freeways, roadways, and railroads traversing back and forth through the center of the 
southern secƟon of the township, create many odd shaped parcels of land, dictaƟng intensive, non-residenƟal 
uses. There are thousands of acres of vacant industrial sites and acreage that can be taken advantage of with 
frontage along major roadways and railroad tracks with easy access to the expressways. Dove Road provides 
suitable access to the freeways, and the compleƟon of the bridge installaƟons on Michigan, over the railroad 
tracks, will provide addiƟonal access to the other generally avoided areas of the township, due to the 
interrupƟon of traffic flow by the number of trains at the numerous railroad crossings.  
 
With so many potenƟal job opportuniƟes from the industrial and commercial areas in the center of the 
township, the extreme southern porƟon of the township lends itself to mulƟ and single family residenƟal 
development. This area is being developed with a higher density residenƟal development than in the northern 
secƟon of the township. This is a result of commercial areas needing to be made available to serve the 
township’s potenƟal populaƟon in those surrounding areas. These commercial uses have ample frontage on 
main roads and access to the freeways. Some convenient shopping area should  be available, especially to the 
greater concentraƟons of people in the medium and high density residenƟal areas.  
 

FçãçÙ� L�Ä� UÝ� P½�Ä ¥ÊÙ PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
The land use plan for the Charter Township of Port Huron is based upon an analysis of the basic data and trends 
developing in the township and the surrounding communiƟes. The various land uses have been allocated based 
upon the desirability, needs, and likelihood of development. The physical condiƟon exisƟng in the township and 
neighboring municipaliƟes, greatly influence the plan.  
 
R�Ý®��Äã®�½ L�Ä� UÝ� 
As menƟoned previously, the long-range land use plan is based on the anƟcipated populaƟon for the year 2045 
in the Charter Township of Port Huron. ResidenƟal areas have been delineated to accommodate this populaƟon 
in keeping with the community’s goals to provide a full range of housing types in the township. As listed in 
Chapter 5, the basic intents of the different uses are described including high, medium, and low-density 
residenƟal areas. The medium and low density categories are basically single-family areas. The high density areas 
would be for apartments, townhouses, or mobile homes located in mobile home parks.  
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LÊó-��ÄÝ®ãù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ 
In the northern part of the Charter Township of Port Huron, there is already a low-density, single-family area 
developing. Lot sizes are large; however, since municipal sewer faciliƟes are now available, lot sizes are being 
reduced. Since the character of the area is already established, low-density residenƟal development is 
recommended for the northern area of the township, as shown on the comprehensive development plan map.  
 
 H®¦«-��ÄÝ®ãù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ 
This type of development allows for the highest concentraƟon of residenƟal units to be located in the designated 
land use area. Most intensive high-density residenƟal land use includes apartment complexes and mobile home 
park developments. Several areas are proposed to be mulƟple-family development, as shown on the Future Land 
Use map. These areas are adjacent to concentraƟons of major commercial and employment centers. In addiƟon, 
traffic generated from the mulƟple-family areas will be easily accessible to major thoroughfares and will not 
interfere with single-family areas. 

BçÝ®Ä�ÝÝ �Ä� CÊÃÃ�Ù�®�½ L�Ä� UÝ� 
Planning for commercial development must be based on an understanding of the different types of commercial 
establishments, their locaƟonal requirements and the varying needs of their customers. The locaƟon of 
commercial land uses is an important consideraƟon in the land use plan because of their economic importance 
and their effect on traffic and neighboring land uses. Businesses should be grouped at planned locaƟons in the 
township in order to control marginal strip commercial acƟviƟes.  
 
The land use plan recognized the township’s need to disƟnguish between the characterisƟcs of various 
commercial acƟviƟes. Therefore, commercial land uses are located according to their funcƟon. ConsideraƟon is 
also given to exisƟng development, with the intenƟon of discouraging further strip commercial development. 
Commercial areas in the Charter Township of Port Huron are shown grouped in strategic locaƟons in the 
township. The largest concentraƟon of commercial development is proposed along 24th Street, between 
Griswold and Lapeer Roads. There is already a sizable commercial development in the area. A community 
shopping area was developed along 24th Street and 32nd Street. This serves residents in the city and the 
township, as well as outlying areas.  
 
The I-94 and I-69 freeways also provide desirable sites for commercial development at interchanges. Motorist’s 
wishing to locate gas, motel rooms, eaƟng places, or other services, are aƩracted to such locaƟons. Commercial 
areas are proposed at the interchanges with the I-94 freeway at Dove and West Water Roads. Also, along Lapeer 
Road, just west of the I-94 freeway interchange. ExisƟng commercial uses are shown on the plan. These areas 
along Lapeer Road, serve not only  passing motorists, but also residents with local shopping needs.  
 
CÊÙÙ®�ÊÙ M®ø�� UÝ� 
There are two corridors in the township designated as Corridor Mixed Use.  The first is along Range Road, from 
the southern border of the township to the I-94 expressway.  The second Corridor Mixed Use area is along Dove 
Road, from Range Road to 32nd Street.  These corridors currently support both commercial and industrial uses 
and township leadership has expressed a desire to conƟnue a mixed use paƩern along Range and Dove Roads.  It 
is recommended that the township develop a new mixed use zoning district for these corridors to provide clear 
regulaƟons that can accommodate mixed uses in an appropriate manner that enhances community character 
and the overall funcƟon of the corridor.    
 
IÄ�çÝãÙ®�½ L�Ä� UÝ� 
Two types of industrial areas are proposed in the Charter Township of Port Huron: heavy and light industrial 
development. For the most part, the proposed industrial areas lie within the very central porƟon of the 
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township.  These corridors should be planned carefully to accommodate a mix of business and light industrial 
uses.  
 
Light Industrial 
Light industrial uses should not have the undesirable features associated with heavy industrial. Light industrial 
development oŌen buffers heavy industrial plants from land uses such as residenƟal. This is a primary funcƟon of 
the township’s light industrial development. Such industries as warehouses, tool and die shops, fabricated metal 
plants, and other similar uses will locate within the light industrial areas. Light industrial development is 
proposed in several areas of the township where there are exisƟng residenƟal developments. One such exisƟng 
residenƟal area is located south of Griswold, to Dove Road, and West of 24 Street. The second area is between 
Dove, and Ravenswood Roads, and West of 32nd St. However, it is essenƟal that a township regulatory 
ordinance have stringent performance standards to minimize conflicts between industrial and residenƟal uses.  
 
Heavy Industrial 
Heavy industrial has nothing to do with the size of the industrial plant. Heavy industrial development represents 
those industries associated with greater degrees of noise, vibraƟon, smoke, outdoor storage, or other nuisances. 
This type of industrial use is not compaƟble with residenƟal development and should be isolated as much as 
possible. Many industrial uses have the need of rail service. As a result, the township’s land use plan proposes 
nearly 2,000 acres of industrial development be located adjacent to rail lines. Due to these types of uses oŌen 
being a nuisance in nature, tools should be put into place, such as performance standards and separate 
ordinances, to minimize potenƟal damage.  
 
Pç�½®� �Ä� OÖ�Ä L�Ä� UÝ� 
Several areas within the land use plan are designated as open space. These include areas subject to flooding, 
such as the boƩom lands of the Black River, and lands presently used for open space recreaƟon, such as golf 
courses. This land use category accounts for approximately 649 acres, or 8.3% of the land area of the township. 
Through proper design, much of this open space could serve as a future recreaƟon use. This would help the 
township meet the growing recreaƟon needs of their populaƟon. Township officials should cooperate with Fort 
GraƟot Township to encourage a study along the Black River, performed by the Army Corps of Engineers, to 
determine the extent and frequency of flooding. Once this is established, open uses such as golf courses, riding 
trails and marinas could be developed. Not only would such uses be compaƟble with the land, but they would 
strengthen the posiƟon of the Port Huron area as a summer resort desƟnaƟon.  
 

ANALYSIS OF PLANNING IN ADJOINING COMMUNITIES 
 

IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
Much of the input the Planning Commission and the Township Board provide for the future master planning of 
the township is also based on the projecƟons provided by others taking an acƟve part in the actual development 
of the township. These can include other elected and appointed officials, the business community and planners. 
However, since projecƟons may not be more than educated guesses, it is imperaƟve the master plan be flexible 
and based on a “vision” or foreseeable “image” developed with the input of as many individuals or groups as 
possible, and not based on a set of ridged guidelines or un-flexible rules. It is also based on the projecƟon of 
what specific and general funds will be available to build the infrastructure and should include partners who will 
be able to contribute to joint ventures. These partners will generally include other municipal jurisdicƟons who 
are able to contribute financially, such as St. Clair County, the State of Michigan and adjoining communiƟes.  
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The master plans of the communiƟes surrounding Port Huron Township, as well as St. Clair County, were 
examined for their potenƟal to affect land use in the township. Plans were examined from the City of Port 
Huron, Fort GraƟot Township, Marysville, Kimball Township, Clyde Township and St. Clair County.  
 

C®ãù Ê¥ PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ 
The City of Port Huron is Port Huron Township’s neighbor to the east, sharing common borders along the Black 
River in the northern porƟon of the township, 24th Street on the northeastern border and a smaller stretch of 
32nd Street at the southeastern end of the township. The city’s master plan was updated in 2017. In the 
northern half of the city, the land adjacent to the Black River is predominately single family residenƟal. Urban 
residenƟal uses are also planned for the neighborhood along Taylor and Rural Streets, east of Water Street in the 
west central part of the city.  
 
The city’s Future Land Use Plan calls for the conƟnuaƟon of neighborhood residenƟal uses in the northwest part 
of the city, adjacent to the Black River, as well as in the southern part of the city, along 32nd Street. ExisƟng land 
use paƩerns along the city/township boundaries are generally complimentary uses creaƟng a specific character 
for the immediate neighborhood, with the excepƟon of the southern porƟons of 32nd Street.  
 
Along the 24th Street corridor, the city’s side of the road is a mix of commercial and insƟtuƟonal uses, such as 
Port Huron High School and Memorial Park. AddiƟonally, the plan designates the city’s porƟon of Lapeer Road 
for commercial uses. For the 24th Street corridor, from the high school south to BancroŌ, the city’s plan 
designates the eastern side of 24th street for urban and neighborhood residenƟal, located across the street from 
the township’s strip commercial development. The city’s urban residenƟal land use designaƟon is of a sufficient 
density to remain compaƟble with commercial uses on the township side of the road. Further south, along 24th 
Street, the Port Huron Industrial Park is located on the city side, across from commercial and industrial uses in 
the township.  
 

FÊÙã GÙ�ã®Êã TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
Fort GraƟot is bordered by Port Huron Township to the south. Fort GraƟot 
Township’s Master Plan was adopted in February 2020. The exisƟng land uses 
along the Port Huron Township border are a mixture of single-family residenƟal, 
recreaƟon and vacant land uses. The Fort GraƟot Township Future Land Use Plan 
designates the majority of land along the Black River as a Development Focus Area 
(DFA #3).  The intent of this development focus area is for the township to have 
some future flexibility when the golf course properƟes seek to transiƟon to other 
uses. Given its proximity to the Black River, much of the land in this development 
focus area will be limited by the floodplain. Allowing this focus area to be eligible 
for a planned unit development at some point in the future will open up 
opportuniƟes for residenƟal cluster development that preserves sensiƟve 
environmental areas and provides opportuniƟes for open space to be mixed into 
the overall design. If floodplain issues prove too difficult for residenƟal uses, the 
area will be well suited for addiƟonal recreaƟonal uses with direct access to the 
Black River.  The influence of development acƟviƟes in Port Huron Township to the south is limited by the Black 
River, which forms the common boundary between these two neighboring communiƟes. The Port Huron 
Township Master Plan indicates that the area along the river’s banks is planned for low density residenƟal and 
recreaƟonal uses. Much of the land in this general area is designated for residenƟal development of varying 
densiƟes.  
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C®ãù Ê¥ M�ÙùÝò®½½� 
Marysville is Port Huron Township’s neighbor to the south. The exisƟng land use paƩern along the Port Huron 
Township border is predominantly residenƟal with some public and uƟlity land uses to the south. The Marysville 
Master Plan of Future Land Use was amended in 2014. The Future Land Use Plan calls for the majority of land 
along the Port Huron Township border to be used as residenƟal with a pocket of community faciliƟes, mobile 
home and light industrial in the south. Planning objecƟves for the city include maintaining the quality of life for 
current and future Marysville residents by protecƟng the property value of their homes, assuring their safety and 
providing an environment aimed at increasing their general well being and encouraging homeownership.  
 

C½ù�� TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
Along the southeast corner of Clyde Township, the current land use is single family residenƟal. This land use mix 
is consistent with the exisƟng land use paƩern in Port Huron Township.  
 
The overarching goal of the 2004 Clyde Township Master Plan is to maintain and promote Clyde’s rural and 
agricultural character. However, the plan also recommends the consideraƟon of addiƟonal commercial, retail 
and service faciliƟes that will meet the convenience needs of the community. It also advocates for the support of 
light industrial and research development in a concentrated locaƟon with no anƟcipated negaƟve impact on the 
community.  
 
The Clyde Township Future Land Use Plan calls for a “Low Density ResidenƟal” area designated at the southeast 
corner of the township. The areas called for low density residenƟal are intended to accommodate primarily 
residenƟal development and associated uses. The Clyde Township Master Plan poses no current incompaƟbiliƟes 
along Clyde’s border with Port Huron Township.  
 

K®Ã��½½ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö 
Kimball Township is Port Huron Township’s neighbor to the west, sharing a border along Range Road. Kimball 
Township is experiencing a rural-to-suburban transiƟon along the area that abuts the urbanized area of Port 
Huron Township. Much of the agricultural and open space lands that lie along Range Road, the eastern boundary 
of Kimball Township, are quickly being converted to low–and medium–density, single–family residenƟal units, as 
well as a variety of service-oriented commercial uses.  Kimball Township’s Future Land Use Plancalls for Range 
Road to transiƟon to regional commercial uses, light industrial uses, and some office and local commercial uses. 
 

Sã. C½�®Ù CÊçÄãù M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä 
The St. Clair County Master Plan was adopted in November 2016 and the county is currently updaƟng the plan 
with the intent to have it adopted at the end of 2022. The present plan contains a number of goals and strategies 
addressing five guiding values, including Quality of Life, Great Places, Prosperity, Sustainability, and InnovaƟon. 
Some of the primary goals and strategies of the St. Clair County Master Plan include efficient mobility opƟons, 
focused place making, economic diversity, community revitalizaƟon, smart growth, community resiliency, 
efficient public services, collaboraƟve government, and quality affordable housing.  
 
In conducƟng an alternaƟves analysis for the St. Clair County Master Plan, county planners developed a “Vision 
Based Policy” for the county, which divides the county into three main land use districts: the Urban and General 
Services District, the Rural ResidenƟal District, and the Rural and Agricultural PreservaƟon District. The Urban 
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and General Services District generally follows the eastern and southern shore and in inland communiƟes of 
Adair, Avoca, Capac, Goodells, Memphis, RaƩle Run, and Yale. These are areas of exisƟng higher residenƟal, 
commercial, and industrial use densiƟes. The Urban and General Services District is made up of areas with 
exisƟng sewer and water services, or services planned within the next 10-20 years. Port Huron Township is 
generally located within the Urban and General Services District on the Vision Based Policy Map.  The County 
Master Plan advocates for direcƟng growth to the Urban and General Services District to areas with exisƟng 
infrastructure. 



Page 93 

LAND USE 

M�Ö 4-3:  Sã. C½�®Ù CÊçÄãù V®Ý®ÊÄ B�Ý�� PÊ½®�ù M�Ö 



Page 94 

PORT HURON TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intenƟonally leŌ blank. 
 



C«�Öã�Ù 5:  
ZÊÄ®Ä¦ P½�Ä 

In This Chapter: 
· TheÊDefiniƟonÊofÊaÊZoningÊPlan 
· TheÊRelaƟonshipÊBetweenÊtheÊMasterÊPlanÊandÊZoning 
· AnÊoverviewÊofÊZoningÊDistrictsÊandÊDimensionalÊStandards 
· TheÊRelaƟonshipÊBetweenÊFutureÊLandÊUseÊandÊZoning 
· RecommendedÊChangesÊtoÊtheÊPortÊHuronÊTownshipÊZoningÊOrdinance 
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IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
TheÊlandÊuseÊmasterÊplan,ÊespeciallyÊtheÊfutureÊlandÊuseÊdescripƟonsÊandÊmap,ÊisÊsomeƟmesÊconfusedÊwithÊtheÊ
zoningÊ districtÊ descripƟonsÊ andÊ map.Ê TheÊ MichiganÊ PlanningÊ EnablingÊ ActÊ (P.A.Ê 33Ê ofÊ 2008),Ê asÊ amended,Ê
recognizesÊ thisÊ disconnectÊ andÊ stressesÊ preparaƟonÊ ofÊ aÊ zoningÊ planÊ toÊ clarifyÊ differences.Ê TheÊ roleÊ ofÊ theÊ
ZoningÊPlanÊchapterÊ inÊ theÊmasterÊplan,Ê futureÊ landÊuseÊplanÊandÊzoningÊordinanceÊareÊdescribedÊasÊ follows.Ê
DirectÊcomparisonÊofÊtheÊzoningÊdistrictsÊwithÊtheÊmasterÊplan’sÊfutureÊlandÊuseÊcategoriesÊareÊprovidedÊaŌer.Ê
ThisÊchapterÊfulfillsÊtheÊMPEAÊrequirement. 
 

ZÊÄ®Ä¦ P½�Ä D�¥®Ä�� 
AÊ“zoningÊplan”ÊisÊanotherÊtermÊforÊaÊ“zoneÊplan”ÊwhichÊisÊusedÊinÊtheÊMichiganÊZoningÊEnablingÊActÊ(PAÊ110ÊofÊ
2006)Ê andÊ theÊMichiganÊ PlanningÊ EnablingÊ ActÊ (PAÊ 33Ê ofÊ 2008).Ê SecƟonÊ 33(2)(d)Ê ofÊ theÊMichiganÊ PlanningÊ
EnablingÊActÊrequiresÊthatÊaÊmasterÊplanÊinclude: 
 

“…a zoning plan for various zoning districts controlling the height, area, bulk, locaƟon, and use of 
 buildings and premises. The zoning plan shall include an explanaƟon of how the land use categories 
 on the future land use map relate to the districts on the zoning map.”   

 
TheÊ zoningÊ planÊmustÊ beÊ basedÊ onÊ anÊ inventoryÊ ofÊ condiƟonsÊ perƟnentÊ toÊ zoningÊ inÊ theÊ townshipÊ andÊ theÊ
purposesÊforÊwhichÊzoningÊmayÊbeÊadopted,ÊasÊdescribedÊinÊSecƟonÊ201(1)ÊofÊtheÊMZEA.Ê 
 
AÊzoningÊplanÊdescribes: 

· TheÊpurpose,ÊgeneralÊlocaƟon,ÊandÊmainÊusesÊallowedÊforÊeachÊexisƟngÊandÊproposedÊzoningÊdistrict; 
· TheÊdifferenceÊbetweenÊtheÊ landÊuseÊcategoriesÊofÊtheÊFutureÊLandÊUseÊMapÊandÊthoseÊfoundÊonÊtheÊ

zoningÊmap; 
· TheÊrecommendedÊstandardsÊforÊtheÊscheduleÊofÊregulaƟonsÊconcerningÊheight,Êbulk,Êsetback,Êyard,ÊlotÊ

sizeÊandÊrelatedÊfeatures; 
· TheÊ exisƟngÊ zoningÊmap,Ê alongÊwithÊ proposedÊ changes,Ê andÊ clearlyÊ detailsÊ theÊ circumstancesÊ underÊ

whichÊthoseÊchangesÊshouldÊbeÊmade;Êand 
· StandardsÊorÊcriteriaÊtoÊbeÊusedÊtoÊconsiderÊrezoningÊconsistentÊwithÊtheÊmasterÊplan. 
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TheÊ MichiganÊ ZoningÊ EnablingÊ ActÊ containsÊ theÊ followingÊ provisionsÊ relatedÊ toÊ theÊ regulaƟonÊ ofÊ landÊ
developmentÊandÊtheÊestablishmentÊofÊzoningÊdistricts: 

· SecƟon 201(1): Ê“AÊlocalÊunitÊofÊgovernmentÊmayÊprovideÊbyÊzoningÊordinanceÊforÊtheÊregulaƟonÊofÊlandÊ
developmentÊandÊtheÊestablishmentÊofÊ1ÊorÊmoreÊdistrictsÊwithinÊ itsÊzoningÊ jurisdicƟonÊwhichÊregulateÊ
theÊuseÊofÊlandÊandÊstructures.” 

· SecƟon 201(4): Ê“AÊlocalÊunitÊofÊgovernmentÊmayÊadoptÊlandÊdevelopmentÊregulaƟonsÊunderÊtheÊzoningÊ
ordinanceÊ designaƟngÊ orÊ limiƟngÊ theÊ locaƟon,Ê height,Ê bulk,Ê numberÊ ofÊ stories,Ê uses,Ê andÊ sizeÊ ofÊ
dwellings,Ê buildings,Ê andÊ structuresÊ thatÊ mayÊ beÊ erectedÊ orÊ altered,Ê includingÊ tentsÊ andÊ recreaƟonalÊ
vehicles.” 

· SecƟon 202(1):ÊÊ“TheÊlegislaƟveÊbodyÊofÊaÊlocalÊgovernmentÊmayÊprovideÊbyÊordinanceÊforÊtheÊmannerÊinÊ
whichÊ theÊ regulaƟonsÊ andÊ boundariesÊ ofÊ districtsÊ orÊ zonesÊ shallÊ beÊ determinedÊ andÊ enforcedÊ orÊ
amended,Êsupplemented,ÊorÊchanged.” 

 
TheÊMichiganÊ ZoningÊ EnablingÊ ActÊ alsoÊ containsÊ theÊ followingÊ provisionsÊ relaƟveÊ toÊ zoningÊ regulaƟonsÊ beingÊ
basedÊonÊaÊmasterÊplanÊandÊtheÊadopƟonÊofÊaÊzoningÊplan:Ê 

· SecƟon 203(1): Ê “TheÊ zoningÊ ordinanceÊ shallÊ beÊ basedÊ uponÊ aÊ planÊ designedÊ toÊ promoteÊ theÊ publicÊ
health,Êsafety,ÊandÊgeneralÊwelfare…”Ê 

· SecƟon 305(a):  “TheÊplanningÊcommissionÊshallÊadoptÊandÊfileÊwithÊtheÊlegislaƟveÊbodyÊ“aÊzoningÊplanÊ
forÊtheÊareasÊsubjectÊtoÊzoningÊofÊtheÊlocalÊunitÊofÊgovernment.” 

 

R�½�ã®ÊÄÝ«®Ö ãÊ ã«� PÊÙã HçÙÊÄ TÊóÄÝ«®Ö M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä 
ThisÊmasterÊplanÊsetsÊforthÊtheÊvision,Êgoals,ÊandÊplanningÊobjecƟvesÊforÊgrowthÊandÊdevelopmentÊinÊPortÊHuronÊ
TownshipÊforÊapproximatelyÊtheÊnextÊtwentyÊtoÊthirtyÊyears.ÊItÊincludesÊrecommendaƟonsÊforÊmanagingÊgrowthÊ
andÊchangeÊinÊlandÊusesÊandÊservicesÊoverÊthisÊplanningÊperiod,ÊandÊwillÊbeÊperiodicallyÊreviewedÊandÊupdatedÊatÊ
leastÊonceÊeveryÊfiveÊyears.ÊThisÊchapterÊpresenƟngÊtheÊzoningÊplan,ÊalongÊwithÊtheÊrestÊofÊtheÊrelevantÊpartsÊofÊ
theÊmasterÊplan,Ê isÊ intendedÊ toÊguideÊtheÊadministraƟonÊofÊandÊdirectÊ futureÊchangesÊ toÊ theÊTownshipÊzoningÊ
ordinance.Ê ExisƟngÊ permiƩedÊ usesÊ ofÊ land,Ê includingÊ density,Ê setbacksÊ andÊ otherÊ relatedÊ standardsÊ areÊ
establishedÊinÊtheÊzoningÊordinance.Ê 
 

ZÊÄ®Ä¦ D®ÝãÙ®�ãÝ �Ä� D®Ã�ÄÝ®ÊÄ�½ Sã�Ä��Ù�Ý 
FollowingÊ areÊ theÊ generalÊ purposesÊ andÊ characterisƟcsÊ ofÊ exisƟngÊ zoningÊ withinÊ PortÊ HuronÊ Township.Ê TheÊ
specificÊ purposesÊ andÊ permiƩedÊ usesÊ withinÊ eachÊ zoningÊ districtÊ areÊ listedÊ inÊ theÊ districtÊ provisionsÊ ofÊ theÊ
TownshipÊzoningÊOrdinance.ÊTheÊsecƟonÊreferencesÊindicateÊwhereÊdetailedÊordinanceÊlanguageÊforÊeachÊdistrictÊ
isÊlocatedÊwithinÊtheÊactualÊzoningÊordinance.ÊÊArƟcleÊIIIÊofÊtheÊtownshipÊzoningÊordinanceÊestablishesÊtheÊzoningÊ
districtsÊforÊPortÊHuronÊTownship.ÊÊSecƟonsÊ40-196ÊthroughÊ40-550ÊprovideÊtheÊuseÊregulaƟonsÊforÊeachÊzoningÊ
districtÊwithinÊtheÊtownship. 
 
R�Ý®��Äã®�½ ZÊÄ®Ä¦ D®ÝãÙ®�ãÝ 
 
R-1 OÄ� F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-196 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊintentÊofÊtheÊR-1ÊDistrictÊisÊtoÊprovideÊareasÊofÊtheÊtownshipÊforÊtheÊconstrucƟonÊandÊ
conƟnuedÊuseÊofÊsingle-familyÊdwellingsÊwithinÊstableÊneighborhoodsÊwithÊminimalÊincursionÊfromÊnonresidenƟalÊ
landÊuses.ÊThisÊdistrictÊallowsÊforÊresidenƟalÊlotsÊthatÊareÊlargerÊthanÊotherÊresidenƟalÊdistricts. 
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TheÊ regulaƟonsÊ inÊ thisÊ zoningÊ classificaƟonÊareÊ intendedÊ toÊpromoteÊdevelopmentÊ thatÊpreservesÊ theÊphysicalÊ
characterisƟcsÊofÊtheÊ landÊandÊnaturalÊenvironmentÊtoÊtheÊmaximumÊextentÊpossible.Ê ItÊ isÊ furtherÊtheÊ intentÊofÊ
thisÊdistrictÊtoÊprohibitÊmulƟpleÊfamily,Êoffice,Êbusiness,Êcommercial,ÊorÊindustrialÊusesÊofÊtheÊland,ÊandÊtoÊprohibitÊ
anyÊotherÊ landÊuseÊwhichÊwouldÊsubstanƟallyÊ interfereÊwithÊsingleÊ familyÊdevelopmentÊorÊqualityÊofÊ lifeÊ inÊ thisÊ
district. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  LowÊDensityÊResidenƟal 
 
R-2 OÄ� F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-222 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊintentÊofÊtheÊR-2ÊOneÊFamilyÊResidenƟalÊDistrictÊisÊtoÊprovideÊareasÊofÊtheÊtownshipÊ
forÊ theÊ construcƟonÊ andÊ conƟnuedÊuseÊ ofÊ singleÊ familyÊ dwellingsÊwithinÊ stableÊ neighborhoodsÊ thatÊ consistÊofÊ
densityÊandÊlotÊsizesÊthatÊprovideÊaÊdefinedÊneighborhoodÊenvironmentÊwithinÊtheÊtownship. 
 
TheÊ regulaƟonsÊ inÊ thisÊ zoningÊ classificaƟonÊareÊ intendedÊ toÊpromoteÊdevelopmentÊ thatÊpreservesÊ theÊphysicalÊ
characterisƟcsÊofÊtheÊ landÊandÊnaturalÊenvironmentÊtoÊtheÊmaximumÊextentÊpossible.Ê ItÊ isÊ furtherÊtheÊ intentÊofÊ
thisÊdistrictÊtoÊprohibitÊmulƟpleÊfamily,Êoffice,Êbusiness,Êcommercial,ÊorÊindustrialÊusesÊofÊtheÊland,ÊandÊtoÊprohibitÊ
anyÊotherÊ landÊuseÊwhichÊwouldÊsubstanƟallyÊ interfereÊwithÊsingleÊ familyÊdevelopmentÊorÊqualityÊofÊ lifeÊ inÊ thisÊ
district. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  LowÊDensityÊResidenƟal,ÊHighÊDensityÊResidenƟal 
 
R-3 OÄ� F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-244 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊintentÊofÊtheÊR-3ÊOneÊFamilyÊResidenƟalÊDistrictÊisÊtoÊprovideÊareasÊofÊtheÊtownshipÊ
forÊtheÊuseÊandÊ improvementÊofÊone-ÊandÊtwo-familyÊdwellings.ÊThisÊdistrictÊ isÊdesignedÊtoÊallowÊforÊmoderateÊ
suburbanÊdensiƟesÊthatÊcanÊaccommodateÊaÊvarietyÊofÊhousingÊtypes.ÊThisÊdistrictÊisÊlimitedÊtoÊlandÊareasÊwhereÊ
exisƟngÊpublicÊsewerÊandÊwaterÊservicesÊallowÊforÊtheÊhigherÊdensityÊofÊdevelopment. 
 
ItÊisÊfurtherÊtheÊintentÊofÊthisÊdistrictÊtoÊprohibitÊmulƟpleÊfamily,Êoffice,Êbusiness,Êcommercial,ÊorÊindustrialÊuseÊofÊ
theÊland,ÊandÊtoÊprohibitÊanyÊotherÊuseÊwhichÊwouldÊsubstanƟallyÊinterfereÊwithÊdevelopmentÊorÊqualityÊofÊlifeÊinÊ
thisÊdistrict. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon: HighÊDensityÊResidenƟal 
 
RM-1 Mç½ã®Ö½�-F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-273 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊ intentÊ ofÊ theÊ RM-1ÊMulƟple-FamilyÊ ResidenƟalÊ DistrictÊ isÊ toÊ addressÊ theÊ variedÊ
housingÊneedsÊofÊtheÊcommunityÊbyÊprovidingÊlocaƟonsÊforÊdevelopmentÊofÊmulƟple-familyÊhousingÊatÊaÊhigherÊ
densityÊthanÊisÊpermiƩedÊinÊtheÊsingleÊfamilyÊdistricts.ÊInÊaddressingÊtheseÊhousingÊneeds,ÊmulƟpleÊfamilyÊhousingÊ
inÊtheÊRM-1ÊDistrictÊshouldÊbeÊdesignedÊinÊconsideraƟonÊofÊtheÊfollowingÊobjecƟves: 
 

· RM-1ÊdevelopmentsÊareÊgenerallyÊconsideredÊsuitableÊtransiƟonalÊusesÊbetweenÊsingleÊfamilyÊdetachedÊ
housingÊandÊnonresidenƟalÊdevelopment. 

· MulƟpleÊfamilyÊhousingÊshallÊbeÊprovidedÊwithÊnecessaryÊservicesÊandÊuƟliƟes,ÊincludingÊusableÊoutdoorÊ
recreaƟonÊspaceÊandÊaÊwell-designedÊinternalÊroadÊnetwork. 

· MulƟpleÊ familyÊ housingÊ shallÊ beÊ designedÊ toÊ beÊ compaƟbleÊwithÊ surroundingÊ orÊ nearbyÊ singleÊ familyÊ
housing.ÊAccordingly,ÊoneÊandÊtwo-storyÊhousingÊisÊconsideredÊappropriateÊinÊtheÊRM-1ÊDistrict. 
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· MulƟpleÊfamilyÊdevelopmentsÊinÊtheÊRM-1ÊDistrictÊshallÊhaveÊdirectÊaccessÊtoÊaÊcollectorÊroadÊorÊmajorÊ
thoroughfare. 

 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  HighÊDensityÊResidenƟal 
 
RM-2 Mç½ã®Ö½�-F�Ã®½ù R�Ý®��Äã®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-301 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊ intentÊofÊ theÊRM-2ÊMulƟpleÊ FamilyÊResidenƟalÊDistrictÊ isÊ toÊ addressÊ theÊ variedÊ
housingÊneedsÊofÊtheÊcommunityÊbyÊprovidingÊlocaƟonsÊforÊdevelopmentÊofÊmulƟple-familyÊhousingÊatÊaÊhigherÊ
densityÊ thanÊ isÊ permiƩedÊ inÊ theÊ singleÊ familyÊ districts.Ê InÊ addressingÊ theseÊ housingÊ needs,Ê mulƟpleÊ familyÊ
housingÊinÊtheÊRM-1ÊDistrictÊshouldÊbeÊdesignedÊinÊconsideraƟonÊofÊtheÊfollowingÊobjecƟves: 
 

· RM-2ÊdevelopmentsÊareÊgenerallyÊconsideredÊsuitableÊtransiƟonalÊusesÊbetweenÊsingleÊfamilyÊdetachedÊ
housingÊ andÊ nonresidenƟalÊ development.Ê Ê RM-2Ê zoningÊ allowsÊ forÊ greaterÊ densityÊ thanÊ theÊ RM-1Ê
district. 

· MulƟpleÊfamilyÊhousingÊshallÊbeÊprovidedÊwithÊnecessaryÊservicesÊandÊuƟliƟes,ÊincludingÊusableÊoutdoorÊ
recreaƟonÊspaceÊandÊaÊwell-designedÊinternalÊroadÊnetwork. 

· MulƟpleÊ familyÊhousingÊ shallÊbeÊdesignedÊ toÊbeÊcompaƟbleÊwithÊ surroundingÊorÊnearbyÊ singleÊ familyÊ
housing.ÊAccordingly,ÊoneÊandÊtwo-storyÊhousingÊisÊconsideredÊappropriateÊinÊtheÊRM-2ÊDistrict. 

· MulƟpleÊfamilyÊdevelopmentsÊinÊtheÊRM-2ÊDistrictÊshallÊhaveÊdirectÊaccessÊtoÊaÊcollectorÊroadÊorÊmajorÊ
thoroughfare. 

 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  HighÊDensityÊResidenƟal 
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ÊRMH R�Ý®��Äã®�½ M�Äç¥��ãçÙ�� HÊçÝ®Ä¦ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-327 
 

· Statement of Purpose:  TheÊResidenƟalÊManufacturedÊHousingÊDistrictÊ (RMH)Ê isÊ intendedÊ toÊallowÊanÊ
alternateÊ formÊ ofÊ housingÊ thatÊ providesÊ theÊ flexibilityÊ ofÊmovingÊ livingÊ unitsÊ fromÊ placeÊ toÊ place.Ê TheÊ
districtÊ isÊ furtherÊ designedÊ toÊ provideÊ sitesÊ forÊ manufacturedÊ housingÊ inÊ limitedÊ areasÊ toÊ enhanceÊ
stability,ÊcharacterÊandÊpropertyÊvaluesÊofÊtheÊcommunity;ÊincreaseÊtheÊpossibilityÊofÊgoodÊsiteÊplanningÊ
throughÊtheÊcreaƟonÊofÊaÊpleasantÊresidenƟalÊenvironmentÊbyÊbeƩerÊfaciliƟesÊforÊhealth,ÊsanitaƟonÊandÊ
recreaƟon;ÊandÊprovideÊtheÊproperÊcommunityÊmonitoringÊofÊallÊtheseÊmaƩers. 

 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  HighÊDensityÊResidenƟal 
 
NÊÄÙ�Ý®��Äã®�½ ZÊÄ®Ä¦ D®ÝãÙ®�ãÝ 
 
O-1 O¥¥®�� D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-370 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊintentÊofÊtheÊO-1ÊOfficeÊDistrictÊisÊtoÊaccommodateÊvariousÊtypesÊofÊadministraƟveÊ
andÊprofessionalÊofficeÊusesÊbetweenÊmoreÊintensiveÊlandÊusesÊandÊlessÊintensiveÊresidenƟalÊuses. 
 
ThisÊdistrictÊprohibitsÊthoseÊtypesÊofÊretailÊandÊotherÊusesÊthatÊtypicallyÊgenerateÊlargeÊvolumesÊofÊtraffic,ÊtrafficÊ
congesƟon,ÊparkingÊproblems,ÊrequireÊoutsideÊstorage,ÊorÊhaveÊotherÊimpactsÊthatÊcouldÊnegaƟvelyÊaffectÊtheÊuseÊ
orÊ enjoymentÊ ofÊ adjoiningÊ properƟes.Ê Accordingly,Ê theÊ lowÊ riseÊ officeÊ buildingsÊ inÊ landscapedÊ seƫngsÊ withÊ
sufficientÊoff-streetÊparkingÊareÊconsideredÊtheÊmostÊappropriateÊforÊthisÊdistrict. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  BusinessÊandÊCommercial,ÊMixedÊUseÊ-ÊOffice,ÊCorridorÊMixedÊUse 
 
B-1 LÊ��½ BçÝ®Ä�ÝÝ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-405 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊB-1ÊLocalÊBusinessÊDistrictÊ isÊdesignedÊforÊ theÊconvenienceÊofÊpersonsÊresidingÊ inÊ
adjacentÊ residenƟalÊ areas,Ê andÊ isÊ intendedÊ toÊ permitÊ onlyÊ suchÊ usesÊ asÊ areÊ necessaryÊ toÊ saƟsfyÊ theÊ limitedÊ
shoppingÊ andÊ serviceÊ needsÊ ofÊ theÊ residentsÊ inÊ tÊ heÊ immediateÊ area.Ê CommercialÊ developmentÊ inÊ thisÊ districtÊ
offersÊaÊlessÊintensiveÊrangeÊofÊgoodsÊandÊservicesÊthanÊusesÊpermiƩedÊinÊtheÊB-2ÊandÊB-3ÊDistricts.ÊÊBecauseÊofÊ
theÊ limitedÊ varietyÊ ofÊ businessÊ typesÊ permiƩedÊ inÊ theÊ B-2Ê District,Ê specialÊ aƩenƟonÊmustÊ beÊ focusedÊ onÊ siteÊ
layout,ÊbuildingÊdesign,ÊvehicularÊandÊpedestrianÊcirculaƟon,ÊandÊcoordinaƟonÊofÊsiteÊfeaturesÊbetweenÊadjoiningÊ
sites.ÊÊAccordingly,ÊB-1ÊLocalÊBusinessÊDistrictÊdevelopmentsÊshouldÊbe: 
 

· CompaƟbleÊinÊdesignÊandÊscaleÊtoÊadjacentÊdevelopmentÊandÊadjacentÊresidenƟalÊdistricts; 
· DesignedÊwithÊaÊpedestrianÊorientaƟon; 
· BufferedÊfromÊorÊlocatedÊawayÊfromÊresidenƟalÊareas;ÊandÊ 
· LocatedÊwithÊdirectÊaccessÊtoÊaÊmajorÊthoroughfareÊorÊindirectÊaccessÊtoÊaÊmajorÊthoroughfareÊthroughÊaÊ

minorÊroadÊorÊserviceÊdrive. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  BusinessÊandÊCommercial,ÊÊCorridorÊMixedÊUse 
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B-2 CÊÃÃçÄ®ãù BçÝ®Ä�ÝÝ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-430 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊB-1ÊLocalÊBusinessÊDistrictÊ isÊdesignedÊforÊ theÊconvenienceÊofÊpersonsÊresidingÊ inÊ
adjacentÊ residenƟalÊ areas,Ê andÊ isÊ intendedÊ toÊ permitÊ onlyÊ suchÊ usesÊ asÊ areÊ necessaryÊ toÊ saƟsfyÊ theÊ limitedÊ
shoppingÊ andÊ serviceÊ needsÊ ofÊ theÊ residentsÊ inÊ tÊ heÊ immediateÊ area.Ê CommercialÊ developmentÊ inÊ thisÊ districtÊ
offersÊaÊlessÊintensiveÊrangeÊofÊgoodsÊandÊservicesÊthanÊusesÊpermiƩedÊinÊtheÊB-2ÊandÊB-3ÊDistricts.ÊÊBecauseÊofÊ
theÊ limitedÊ varietyÊ ofÊ businessÊ typesÊ permiƩedÊ inÊ theÊ B-2Ê District,Ê specialÊ aƩenƟonÊmustÊ beÊ focusedÊ onÊ siteÊ
layout,ÊbuildingÊdesign,ÊvehicularÊandÊpedestrianÊcirculaƟon,ÊandÊcoordinaƟonÊofÊsiteÊfeaturesÊbetweenÊadjoiningÊ
sites.ÊÊAccordingly,ÊB-1ÊLocalÊBusinessÊDistrictÊdevelopmentsÊshouldÊbe: 
 

· CompaƟbleÊinÊdesignÊwithÊadjacentÊcommercialÊdevelopment; 
· DesignedÊ asÊ partÊ ofÊ aÊ plannedÊ shoppingÊ centerÊ orÊ inÊ coordinaƟonÊ withÊ developmentÊ onÊ adjoiningÊ

nonresidenƟalÊsites; 
· BufferedÊandÊscreenedÊfromÊorÊlocatedÊawayÊfromÊresidenƟalÊareas;ÊandÊ 
· ServedÊ byÊ aÊmajorÊ thoroughfare,Ê serviceÊ driveÊ toÊ aÊmajorÊ thoroughfareÊ orÊ frontageÊ roadÊ forÊ aÊmajorÊ

thoroughfare. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  BusinessÊandÊCommercial,ÊCorridorÊMixedÊUse 
 
B-3 G�Ä�Ù�½ BçÝ®Ä�ÝÝ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-465 
 
Statement of Purpose:  ÊTheÊ intentÊofÊtheÊB-3ÊGeneralÊBusinessÊDistrictÊ isÊtoÊprovideÊforÊ intensiveÊcommercialÊ
development.ÊB-3ÊdistrictsÊtypicallyÊexhibitÊoneÊorÊmoreÊofÊtheÊfollowingÊcharacterisƟcs: 
 

· PermiƩedÊ businessesÊ offerÊ aÊ broadÊ rangeÊ ofÊ goodsÊ andÊ services,Ê includingÊ bothÊ comparisonÊ andÊ
convenienceÊgoodsÊandÊservices. 

· TheÊmarketÊforÊbusinessesÊinÊtheÊB-3ÊDistrictÊmayÊincludeÊtheÊgeneralÊtownshipÊpopulaƟon,ÊresidentsÊinÊ
surroundingÊcommuniƟesÊorÊregion,ÊandÊpeopleÊinÊtransit. 

· PermiƩedÊbusinessesÊareÊfrequentlyÊautomobile-oriented,ÊratherÊthanÊpedestrian-oriented. 
· BecauseÊ ofÊ theÊ negaƟveÊ impactsÊ commonlyÊ generatedÊ byÊ B-3Ê uses,Ê theseÊ districtsÊ areÊ generallyÊ notÊ

appropriateÊadjacentÊtoÊresidenƟalÊusesÊunlessÊextensiveÊbufferingÊisÊprovided. 
 
BecauseÊofÊtheÊvarietyÊofÊbusinessÊtypesÊpermiƩedÊinÊtheÊB-3ÊDistrict,ÊspecialÊaƩenƟonÊmustÊbeÊfocusedÊonÊsiteÊ
layout,ÊbuildingÊdesign,ÊvehicularÊandÊpedestrianÊcirculaƟon,ÊspacingÊofÊuses,ÊandÊcoordinaƟonÊofÊsiteÊ featuresÊ
betweenÊadjoiningÊsites. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  BusinessÊandÊCommercial 
 
I-L L®¦«ã IÄ�çÝãÙ®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-490 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊintentÊofÊtheÊI-LÊLightÊIndustrialÊDistrictÊisÊtoÊprovideÊlocaƟonsÊforÊplannedÊindustrialÊ
development,ÊincludingÊdevelopmentÊwithinÊplannedÊindustrialÊparkÊsubdivisionsÊandÊonÊindependentÊparcels.ÊÊItÊ
isÊintendedÊthatÊpermiƩedÊacƟviƟesÊorÊoperaƟonsÊproduceÊnoÊexternalÊimpactsÊthatÊareÊdetrimentalÊinÊanyÊwayÊ
toÊotherÊusesÊ inÊ theÊdistrictÊorÊ toÊproperƟesÊ inÊ adjoiningÊdistricts.Ê Ê PermiƩedÊusesÊ shouldÊbeÊcompaƟbleÊwithÊ
nearbyÊresidenƟalÊorÊcommercialÊuses. 
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Accordingly,Ê permiƩedÊ manufacturing,Ê distribuƟon,Ê warehousing,Ê andÊ lightÊ industrialÊ usesÊ permiƩedÊ inÊ thisÊ
districtÊshouldÊbeÊfullyÊcontainedÊwithinÊwell-designedÊbuildingsÊonÊamply-landscapedÊsites,ÊwithÊadequateÊoff-
streetÊparkingÊandÊloadingÊareas. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  Industrial,ÊCorridorÊMixedÊUse 
 
I-H H��òù IÄ�çÝãÙ®�½ D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-525 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊHeavyÊIndustrialÊDistrictÊ(I-H)ÊisÊdesignedÊprimarilyÊforÊmanufacturing,Êassembling,Ê
andÊ fabricaƟonÊ acƟviƟesÊ includingÊ large-scaleÊ orÊ specializedÊ industrialÊ operaƟons,Ê whoseÊ externalÊ physicalÊ
effectsÊwillÊ beÊ feltÊ toÊ someÊ degreeÊ byÊ surroundingÊ districts.Ê TheÊ I-HÊDistrictÊ isÊ soÊ structuredÊ asÊ toÊ permitÊ theÊ
manufacturing,Êprocessing,ÊandÊcompoundingÊofÊsemi-finishedÊorÊfinishedÊproductsÊfromÊrawÊmaterialsÊasÊwellÊasÊ
fromÊpreviouslyÊpreparedÊmaterials. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  Industrial 
 
PSP Pç�½®�/S�Ã®-Pç�½®� PÙÊÖ�Ùãù D®ÝãÙ®�ã  S��ã®ÊÄ 40-550 
 
Statement of Purpose:  TheÊ intentÊ ofÊ theÊ PSPÊ Public/Semi-PublicÊ DistrictÊ isÊ toÊ accommodateÊ publicÊ areasÊ
availableÊtoÊtheÊresidentsÊandÊbusinessesÊofÊtheÊtownship.ÊThisÊdistrictÊprovidesÊareasÊforÊoff-streetÊparkingÊasÊanÊ
incidentalÊuseÊtoÊanÊabuƫngÊcommercial,Êoffice,ÊorÊindustrialÊuseÊandÊpreservesÊareasÊofÊdedicatedÊopenÊspace. 
 
Future Land Use DesignaƟon:  AllÊFLUÊdesignaƟons 
 

R�½�ã®ÊÄÝ«®Ö ��ãó��Ä ZÊÄ®Ä¦ �Ä� ã«� FçãçÙ� L�Ä� UÝ� P½�Ä 
TheÊfutureÊlandÊuseÊmapÊisÊnotÊtheÊsameÊasÊtheÊzoningÊmap,ÊeitherÊinÊtheÊlegalÊsenseÊorÊinÊitsÊeffect.ÊAÊlandÊuseÊ
mapÊ isÊ aÊ graphicÊ representaƟonÊofÊhowÊ landÊ isÊ physicallyÊbeingÊused.Ê LandÊuseÊmapsÊareÊhighlyÊ visibleÊwithinÊ
mostÊmasterÊplans,ÊusuallyÊhighlighƟngÊbothÊexisƟngÊlandÊuseÊandÊplansÊforÊfutureÊlandÊuse.ÊÊTheÊfutureÊlandÊuseÊ
mapÊisÊveryÊgeneralÊ inÊnatureÊandÊ isÊanÊofficialÊdescripƟonÊofÊwhereÊandÊtoÊwhatÊ levelÊ futureÊzoningÊshouldÊbeÊ
permiƩed. 
 
AÊ zoningÊmapÊ isÊ aÊ graphicÊdepicƟonÊofÊ theÊboundariesÊ forÊwhichÊ zoningÊ standardsÊ andÊ regulaƟonsÊhaveÊbeenÊ
adoptedÊbyÊaÊgovernmentalÊenƟty,ÊinÊthisÊcaseÊPortÊHuronÊTownship. 
 
TheÊfutureÊ landÊuseÊmap,ÊalongÊwithÊ itsÊassociatedÊdescripƟonsÊforÊfutureÊ landÊuseÊclassificaƟonsÊmakeÊupÊtheÊ
FutureÊLandÊUseÊPlanÊandÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊinÊChapterÊ4.ÊÊTheÊfutureÊlandÊuseÊmapÊshouldÊserveÊasÊaÊguideÊforÊmakingÊ
decisionsÊonÊtheÊrezoningÊofÊland.ÊÊHowever,ÊtheÊplanningÊcommissionÊandÊtownshipÊboardÊshouldÊconsiderÊtheÊ
mapÊtoÊbeÊoneÊofÊmanyÊtoolsÊavailableÊ toÊhelpÊ themÊ inÊmakingÊ landÊuseÊrecommendaƟonsÊandÊdecisions.ÊTheÊ
informaƟonÊ containedÊ onÊ theÊ mapÊ shouldÊ beÊ complementedÊ byÊ impactÊ studiesÊ andÊ otherÊ site-specificÊ
informaƟonÊasÊconsideredÊnecessaryÊbyÊTownshipÊofficials. 
 

R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��� ZÊÄ®Ä¦ T�øã A�ã®ÊÄÝ 
· EvaluateÊtheÊintentÊofÊeachÊzoningÊdistrictÊinÊrelaƟonÊtoÊtheÊvisionÊofÊtheÊcomparableÊlandÊuseÊarea. 
· ReviewÊ theÊ PlannedÊ DevelopmentÊ DistrictÊ provisionsÊ andÊ considerÊ updaƟngÊ itÊ toÊ alignÊ withÊ planningÊ

goals. 
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· ReviewÊoff-streetÊparkingÊregulaƟonsÊforÊnon-residenƟalÊzoningÊdistricts. 
· ReviewÊ minimumÊ parkingÊ requirementsÊ throughoutÊ theÊ townshipÊ andÊ determineÊ appropriateÊ policyÊ

changesÊtoÊenhanceÊdevelopmentÊandÊmobility. 
· PrepareÊcompleteÊstreetsÊandÊaccessÊmanagementÊstandards. 
· CreateÊaÊcommercial/industrialÊmixedÊuseÊ zoningÊdistrictÊ forÊ theÊRangeÊRoadÊandÊDoveÊRoadÊcorridorsÊ

withÊappropriateÊprovisionsÊtoÊallowÊforÊcommercialÊandÊlightÊindustrialÊuses. 
· IdenƟfyÊzoningÊapplicaƟonsÊthatÊcanÊimproveÊpedestrianÊsafetyÊalongÊtownshipÊroads,ÊincludingÊrequiringÊ

sidewalksÊforÊfutureÊdevelopments. 
· ReviewÊ andÊ updateÊ signageÊ andÊ landscapeÊ regulaƟonsÊ toÊ ensureÊ moreÊ consistencyÊ inÊ characterÊ andÊ

aestheƟcs,ÊparƟcularlyÊalongÊkeyÊcorridorsÊandÊgatewaysÊintoÊtheÊtownship. 
 

R��ÊÃÃ�Ä��� ZÊÄ®Ä¦ M�Ö A�ã®ÊÄÝ 
· CompareÊtheÊFutureÊLandÊUseÊandÊzoningÊmapsÊtoÊdetermineÊtheÊproperƟesÊthatÊshouldÊbeÊimmediatelyÊ

rezoned. 
· MaintainÊaÊcurrentÊofficialÊzoningÊmap. 
· ForÊthoseÊareasÊnotÊrequiringÊimmediateÊamending,ÊreviseÊtheÊzoningÊmapÊtoÊreflectÊtheÊcorrespondingÊ

futureÊlandÊuseÊdesignaƟonÊwhenÊdevelopmentÊproposalsÊmeeƟngÊtheÊmasterÊplan’sÊgoalsÊareÊmet. 
· OnceÊprovisionsÊforÊaÊcommercial/industrialÊmixedÊuseÊzoningÊdistrictÊareÊdeveloped,ÊrezoneÊproperƟesÊ

alongÊtheÊRangeÊRoadÊandÊDoveÊRoadÊcorridorsÊaccordingly. 
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C«�Öã�Ù 6:  
Pç�½®� IÄÖçã Ι P½�ÄÄ®Ä¦ GÊ�½Ý 

In This Chapter: 
· Stakeholder Input Summary 
· Community Vision Statement 
· Planning Goals and Strategic AcƟons 
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IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
Throughout the planning process, the community must idenƟfy, understand, and work toward a long-term 
vision that is agreed upon by the township as a whole. The vision statement is intended to inspire and 
encourage community members, township organizaƟons and stakeholders, private developers, and public 
officials to invest in Port Huron Township and to make it a great place to live for current residents and future 
generaƟons.  
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, public input was gathered virtually through an online public survey that served 
to idenƟfy what stakeholders would like the community to become - how it may look, how it may funcƟon, how 
it may improve. AddiƟonally, a local leaders survey provided addiƟonal direcƟon and insight into the long-term 
vision and planning goals contained in this plan. 
 

Sã�»�«Ê½��Ù IÄÖçã SçÃÃ�Ùù 
At the start of this planning process, members of the Township Board of Trustees, parks commission, planning 
commission, and key Township staff were given a survey to establish a framework on key planning issues 
related to growth and development and parks and recreaƟon in Port Huron Township.  AddiƟonally, from 
February 2021 through April 2022, a community input survey was available online for residents and other 
stakeholders to provide input on specific quesƟons, as well as ideas and suggesƟons on open-ended quesƟons.  
Many of the survey quesƟons were the same quesƟons asked of local leadership.   
 
Together, the survey tools garnered 52 responses from community stakeholders and provided important 
feedback on planning issues in Port Huron Township. A summary of stakeholder input can be found on the 
following pages. 
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What is the Most Unique Thing About Port Huron Township? 
· The number and variety of parks and recreaƟon ameniƟes and opportuniƟes. 
· Access to parks and recreaƟon in a quiet seƫng, but close to shopping and eateries. 
· The train staƟon. 
· The township is close to everything. 
· LocaƟon.  Can easily access the water, close to shopping and entertainment. 
· Has water and sewer, but is a “bedroom community.”  Larger lots than a city. 
· Proximity to I-94 and I-69. 
· Ideally located in conjuncƟon with access to business and industry and an internaƟonal border. 
· All the conveniences of the city, but with a more country feel. 
· Small town atmosphere. 

 
What are the top assets in Port Huron Township? 

· Good infrastructure. 
· Lower taxes. 
· Great parks. 
· Parks and recreaƟon accessibility. 
· Black River access - kayaking, boaƟng, and fishing. 
· Access to good transportaƟon connecƟons, including road, rail, and air. 
· Safe area for raising a family. 
· Good relaƟons with neighboring communiƟes. 
· Proximity to major highways and Canada. 
· Great locaƟon. 
· Low crime. 
· Police and fire services. 
· The expanding network of hiking/biking/trails system. 
· Commercial area on 24th Street. 
· Affordable housing. 
· Great services for low cost. 

 
What are the most important issues or concerns facing the Township? 

· Not enough bike paths and walking trails. 
· A bike lane on West Water Street and Strawberry Lane. More bike safety needed. 
· Bike/Pedestrian safety on West Water Street. 
· Need more acƟviƟes for younger people and families. 
· Need for increasing mixed uses. 
· Keeping retail businesses open and bringing in more businesses and job opportuniƟes. 
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What are the most important issues or concerns facing the Township? (conƟnued) 
· Need more acƟviƟes for younger people and families. 
· Need for increasing mixed uses. 
· Keeping retail businesses open and bringing in more businesses and job opportuniƟes. 
· Maintaining current infrastructure. 
· Rising water and sewer costs. 
· Increase in drug use in the area. 
· Lack of exciƟng opportuniƟes to aƩract young professionals. 
· Lack of communicaƟon to residents about local issues. 
· Need public transportaƟon that is reliable and Ɵmely. 
· Safety/sidewalks needed on West Water. The roads have become very busy. 
· MarkeƟng our area. 
· Too many rental properƟes. 
· Blight. 
· No safe places to run/bike/walk dogs. 

 
Where would you like to see development in Port Huron Township? 

· Redevelopment along 32nd Street (more retail). 
· Along Griswold, from 32nd Street to Range Road. 
· Redevelop 24th Street from Division Street south to Dove Road with a mix of retail and light 

industrial. 
· West side of the township has a lot of area that could potenƟally grow. 
· Upgrade Lapeer Road corridor in a more uniform manner. 
· More R-1 development in southern part of township. 
· Development of commercial area west of 24th Street. 
· Development of the industrial area south of the railroad track and west of 24th Street. 
· More industrial south of the railroad. 
· South end needs to be cleaned up. 
· Range Road. 
· The Griswold and Michigan Road area seems like it would aƩract new development.  
· Would like to see something near Sam’s Club that would aƩract more people to the area. 
· Modernize businesses along Lapeer Road. 
· South side of the township needs industry. 
· The old Kmart building and the old Love’s Furniture building. 
· We badly need a market or department store out here. 
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The things I like best about parks and recreaƟon in Port Huron Township: 
· Well maintained and well run parks. 
· Great locaƟons and accessibility. 
· Kayak launches. 
· Access to water and water acƟviƟes. 
· Fishing access. 
· Diversity of opƟons for recreaƟon. 
· There is a good variety of parks in the township. 
· Open areas for ball fields and other sports. 
· Good, clean equipment and nice playgrounds. 
· Access to local rivers and ponds. 
· Walking path at Bakers Field. 
· Water acƟviƟes. 
· Picnic opƟons. 

 
The biggest improvements I would like to see in parks and recreaƟon in Port Huron Township: 

· AddiƟonal boat ramps. Maybe one addiƟonal ramp at Bakers Field and the Lions Park. 
· ConnecƟng the City of Port Huron trails to the Wadhams to Avoca Trail. 
· Need a trail from Strawberry Lane to Wadhams to Avoca Trail. 
· Make something unique to visit. 
· More bike paths and more connecƟons to the parks. 
· More walking paths. 
· More organized acƟviƟes. 
· More locaƟons. 
· Paved roads in the parks.  
· Lights at the ball diamonds. 
· More historical aƩracƟons, railroad, etc. 
· Add some nature trails. 
· Need more equipment promoƟng physical acƟvity. 
· Outside workout equipment at Bakers Field. 
· A splash pad. 
· Park access by bicycle/foot traffic. 
· Add some things for teens and young adults. 
· More things for kids to do. 
· Follow St. Clair’s lead with fitness staƟons in parks. 
· Improve Bakers Field - more acƟviƟes for all ages. 
· More boat/canoe access. 
· A dog park would be fantasƟc. 
· Update the pavilions at the 40th Street Pond. 
· More handicapped accessibility. 
· Connect Port Huron Township to Fort GraƟot with a pedestrian bridge across the Black River at 

Strawberry Lane. 
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Describe your vision for the future of the Township. Where would you like to see the Township in 15-
20 years? 

· More retail in 32nd Street area. 
· More trails, paths for walkability. 
· I would like the township to be more walkable to connect the community beƩer. 
· I would love to see connecƟng bike/walking trails. If not dedicated trails, at least build out road 

shoulders. 
· SƟll a quiet and safe place to live. 
· I would like it to be relaƟvely the same. 
· Access for all abiliƟes and environmentally friendly. 
· SƟll small and a nice place to live. 
· Expanded trails system. 
· A township recreaƟon center. 
· Revitalized commercial/industrial districts. 
· More places to work = more tax base and more money in the area to support more things to 

do. 
· Modern storefronts, more restaurants, and more tourism. 
· Safe travel routes along West Water and Michigan Road to connect neighborhoods and 

shopping desƟnaƟons. 
· Sidewalks to make the township more walkable. 
· Complete development of the industrial areas in the township.  There is untouched potenƟal. 

CÊÃÃçÄ®ãù V®Ý®ÊÄ Sã�ã�Ã�Äã 
 

Port Huron Township is a community that provides an 
excepƟonal quality of life for its residents; an acƟve 
community with an interconnected system of beauƟful 
parks, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and unparalleled 
access to both urbanized commerce and the more 
tranquil seƫngs of nature.  
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PLANNING GOALS AND STRATEGIC ACTIONS 
 

CÊÃÃçÄ®ãù V®Ý®ÊÄ Sã�ã�Ã�Äã 
The vision statement is an aƩempt to capture in words, what Port Huron Township will be like in 2045 if the 
goals of this master plan are achieved and various strategies or recommendaƟons are implemented. When 
reading this vision, it is necessary to imagine that you are living in the future and describing what the community 
is like at that point in Ɵme, in 2045. This approach is intended to present a beƩer sense of the desired future.  
 

GÊ�½Ý �Ä� SãÙ�ã�¦®� A�ã®ÊÄÝ 
In order for the long-term community vision to become a reality, Port Huron Township must uƟlize the guidance 
of this master plan and conƟnually work to successfully achieve the Township’s planning goals. Relying on input 
from township residents and local officials during the community visioning process, combined with a thorough 
analysis of demographic, economic and land use trends, a disƟnct set of planning goals and strategic acƟons was 
developed.  
 
These goals should guide decision making relaƟve to land use, transportaƟon, growth management, and 
economic development. Township officials should be mindful of the community’s long-term vision and should 
rely on these planning goals and objecƟves when examining development proposals, administering or amending 
the zoning ordinance, and considering public input. Each of those key terms is defined below to ensure clarity 
and understanding.  
 

· Goal: Goals are broad-based statements of intent and establish the direcƟon for the Port Huron 
Township Master Plan. Goals could generally be thought of as the desired "results" of successful 
implementaƟon of this master plan. 

 
· Strategic AcƟons: Strategic AcƟons are the stated "means" of achieving each goal, or the acƟonable 

items to be carried out in the process of successfully achieving goals.  
 

GÊ�½ 1: The Township considers placemaking and livability in all development 
decisions to ensure a high quality of life. 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Maintain and promote Port Huron Township as a pleasant place to live, work and visit through a proper 
and thoughƞul arrangement of land uses within the township. 

· IdenƟfy the township’s exisƟng assets and promote those assets as unique quality of life drivers that 
differenƟate Port Huron Township from other communiƟes in the region. 

· ConƟnue to define and implement streetscape standards that transform commercial corridors into more 
walkable, vibrant, and safe places to frequent. 

· Ensure that commercial corridors and community gathering areas are clean, safe, and welcoming. 
· Ensure the street level of buildings relates to the pedestrian as a primary focus. 
· Emphasize public art and integrate it with public buildings, community parks, and public works. 
· Highlight the Black River as a unique natural asset that enhances recreaƟon, tourism, and quality of life 

and provide ameniƟes for accessing the river. 
· Where appropriate, idenƟfy and pursue new opportuniƟes for public transit, bicycling and other modes 

of transportaƟon alternaƟves to automobiles. 
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· Require sidewalks to be constructed in any new developments if none already exist. 
· Create and encourage developments that promote community and make the township a more vibrant 

and interesƟng place to live, work and recreate. 
 
GÊ�½ 2:  Port Huron Township is characterized as having sound, decent, and adequate 
housing for a broad cross secƟon of society. 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Allow for a variety of residenƟal densiƟes. 
· Protect residenƟal neighborhoods from the intrusion of incompaƟble land uses. 
· Provide sufficient flexibility in development regulaƟons to permit a variety of housing types serving a 

broad range of income levels and age groups. 



Page 111 

Pç�½®� IÄÖçã Ι P½�ÄÄ®Ä¦ GÊ�½Ý 

· Encourage the conƟnued use of housing rehabilitaƟon programs offered by St. Clair County, nonprofit 
agencies or other providers. 

· Work with partners to provide public services and transportaƟon for all types of housing. 
· Encourage senior housing opƟons to be located near service centers and transportaƟon corridors. 
· Ensure senior and special needs housing are dispersed throughout the township and not concentrated 

in one area. 
 
GÊ�½ 3:  The township has stable neighborhoods that are well-maintained and have a 
character that is aƩracƟve to both exisƟng and potenƟal residents. 
 

Strategic AcƟons: 
· Encourage residenƟal development in appropriate locaƟons so as to provide an opportunity for those 

employed in the township and surrounding areas to become residents. 
· Maintain the separaƟon of incompaƟble land uses. 
· Require buildings and open spaces that are aestheƟcally pleasing. 
· Diligently administer and enforce the township zoning ordinance. 
· ConƟnue to administer a strong code enforcement program. 
· IdenƟfy and parƟcipate in targeted neighborhood reinvestment and stabilizaƟon programs that improve 

the quality of the housing stock and overall neighborhood character. 
· Ensure that the density of housing development is related to the carrying capacity of the land, roads 

and uƟlity infrastructure. 
· Require future housing to be of high quality design to give lasƟng value to the community. 
· IdenƟfy opportuniƟes for the Township to support and promote sustainable development pracƟces in 

residenƟal development, public faciliƟes and operaƟons, and transportaƟon improvements. 
 
GÊ�½ 4: Township leadership will pursue economic development strategies that 
provide sustained and stable economic growth. 
 

Strategic AcƟons: 
· Implement policies that lead to the sustained economic health of Port Huron Township’s assets and to 

the natural revitalizaƟon of vacant, low density, obsolescent and deteriorated property. When possible 
use exisƟng ameniƟes as the focus for the development. 

P½���Ã�»®Ä¦ 
 
Strengthening the connecƟon between people and the places they share, placemaking refers to a 
collaboraƟve process by which we can shape our public realm in order to maximize shared value.  
 
More than just promoƟng beƩer urban design, placemaking facilitates creaƟve paƩerns of use, paying 
parƟcular aƩenƟon to the physical, cultural, and social idenƟƟes that define a place and support its 
ongoing evoluƟon.  
 
                                                                                   — Project for Public Spaces  
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· Embrace the “Green Economy” and its focus on alternaƟve energy. 
· Promote and support entrepreneurship in the township. Create regulaƟons and implement policies that 

are entrepreneur-friendly and work to connect entrepreneurs looking to start or expand a business to 
the organizaƟons or resources that are required to be successful. 

· Recognize the important role that placemaking strategies play in aƩracƟng talent and economic 
development. 

· Ensure that Port Huron Township has a wide variety of ameniƟes including recreaƟon, shopping, 
cultural resources, entertainment opƟons, and “third places,” all of which will help in aƩracƟng and 
retaining talented workers. 

· Highlight the importance of post-secondary educaƟon and skills-development to all residents to help 
the community adapt to and compete in a globalized, knowledge-based economy.  

· Communicate and collaborate with other local units of government across the region and leverage new 
and exisƟng public-private partnerships to promote and implement regional strategic growth iniƟaƟves. 

· Collaborate with and coordinate economic development acƟviƟes with the Economic Development 
Alliance (EDA) of St. Clair County, county government, the township Downtown Development 
Authority, and other enƟƟes to create and capitalize on economic opportuniƟes that lead to job 
retenƟon and job creaƟon. 

· Encourage aƩracƟon of new businesses to Port Huron Township to provide the proper variety and mix 
that will aƩract shoppers. 

 
Goal 5: The township has a diverse mix of thriving commercial land uses in 
appropriate locaƟons to serve both residents and customers from outside the 
township. 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Allocate land for commercial purposes based on spaƟal relaƟonships and market forecasts. 
· Provide for large-scale sales, service and other commercial uses near comparison-shopping centers and 

in planned linear commercial areas. 
· Implement land use regulaƟons that accommodate commercial growth along key transportaƟon 

corridors, such as Lapeer Road, 24th Street, 32nd Street, Michigan Road, and Range Road. 
· Allow for mixed use commercial and industrial development in appropriate locaƟons along Range Road 

and Dove Road through the implementaƟon of  specific mixed use zoning language. 
· Provide opportuniƟes for larger-scale and regional commercial draws that can take advantage of the 

township’s transportaƟon ameniƟes, such as I-69/I-94 and the Lapeer Connector. 
· Provide for less intense neighborhood convenience faciliƟes and services. 
· Promote enforcement of building codes and encourage commercial buildings, signs, parking areas, and 

landscaping to be renovated and/or repaired on a regular basis. 
· Encourage use and/or redevelopment of exisƟng, underuƟlized, vacant and dilapidated buildings 

whenever possible. 
· Maintain and improve the public infrastructure on commercial corridors such as sidewalks, lighƟng, and 

other ameniƟes. 
· Encourage long-term growth of the commercial tax base in the township. 
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Goal 6: TransportaƟon and mobility for all users are considered in planning and 
development decisions 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Plan for a network of roads by type and funcƟon that will provide a complete road system including 
major, collector and local roads. 

· Obtain necessary right-of-way dedicaƟons and reservaƟons. 
· Cooperate with the Michigan Department of TransportaƟon (MDOT) and the St. Clair County Road 

Commission (SCCRC) to ensure that a proper relaƟonship exists between planned road improvements 
and the Township’s desired future land use paƩern. 

· Increase pedestrian safety by providing opportuniƟes for pedestrian circulaƟon along exisƟng and 
planned road systems through a coordinated program of sidewalk construcƟon and maintenance. 

· Provide a transportaƟon system that recognizes the need for both auto and truck traffic and eliminates 
as many points of conflict between the two as possible. 

· Improve the road system to beƩer serve residences and businesses through a regular program of 
scheduled pavement maintenance, paving, repaving, curb and guƩer construcƟon, etc. 

· Recognize the relaƟonship between land use paƩerns and the availability and adequacy of the 
transportaƟon system. 

· Provide major traffic generators with proper and adequate feeder service, as well as ingress/egress. 
· Require traffic impact studies for large-scale, high-intensity developments that will affect the 

surrounding community. 
· Work with the SCCRC, MDOT, and other stakeholders to ensure the proper placement of signs and 

traffic signals. 
· Collaborate with neighboring municipaliƟes, the SCCRC, and other stakeholders on the development of 

corridor plans for key corridors as needed. 
 

Goal 7:  The township is considered to be bicycle and pedestrian friendly and residents 
have a variety of mobility opƟons available to them 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Provide sidewalks and pedestrian ways where needed. 
· InvesƟgate opƟons for safety improvements along West Water Street and Dove Road and implement 

measures to enhance pedestrian and bicycle safety along those corridors. 

L®ò��½� CÊÃÃçÄ®ã®�Ý 
 
“In a livable community, people of all ages can go for a walk, ride a bike, get around without a car, 
spend Ɵme outdoors, work or volunteer, parƟcipate in acƟviƟes, enjoy public places, socialize, buy 
healthy food, access needed services, live safely, and make their community or neighborhood a lifelong 
home.” 
 
                                                                      — AARP  
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· Work in concert with the community partners to expand the trail network in and around the township 
and assist in implemenƟng the countywide trails plan.  

· Work with the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC), the St. Clair County 
TransportaƟon Study (SCCOTS), the SCCRC, and other enƟƟes to support Complete Streets policies and 
integrate Complete Streets elements into future road improvement projects. 

· Work with community partners and the SCCRC to develop nonmotorized ameniƟes along the Lapeer 
Road corridor, Michigan Road,  West Water Street, and Dove Road. 

· Work with community partners to connect the Bridge to Bay Trail and the Wadhams to Avoca Trail along 
Griswold Rd. 

· Incorporate bike lanes into township streets and roads that connect to the larger regional trail network. 
· Work with the Blue Water Area TransportaƟon Commission to ensure adequate public transit services 

are available to residents throughout the township. 
· Provide opportuniƟes for linear forms of outdoor recreaƟon, such as hiking, jogging, bicycling, 

equestrian, and walking trails. 
· Encourage safe pedestrian access to the primary community centers in Port Huron Township, including 

township faciliƟes, school buildings, and community parks. 
 
Goal 8:  The township has a diverse mix of industrial development that provides local 
and regional employment opportuniƟes  
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Work with partners to support a stable and diversified economy emphasizing an industrial mix minimally 
affected by economic fluctuaƟons.   

· Work with partners to support manufacturing and services capable of serving the needs of the residents 
and businesses in the area.  

· Work with partners to market available cost-effecƟve, adequately-sized industrial sites that are 
compaƟble with the surrounding area.  

· Provide adequate roads, uƟliƟes and transportaƟon faciliƟes to service exisƟng and planned industrial 
areas.  

· Provide adequate buffering of industrial uses from adjacent residenƟal uses and from less intensive land 
uses through the use of appropriate setback standards, landscaping, and by locaƟng industrial uses 
adjacent to other intensive land uses.  

· Require future industrial developments to provide adequate onsite off-street parking faciliƟes.  
· Ensure that future industrial development does not emit excessive amounts of noise, fumes, smoke, 

vibraƟons or other pollutants.  
· Encourage the proper redevelopment/rehabilitaƟon of abandoned industrial sites, so as to limit/miƟgate 

the negaƟve impacts on neighboring lands and assist in acƟvely markeƟng these sites for re-use.  
 
Goal 9: Port Huron Township offers high quality recreaƟonal opportuniƟes for 
residents and visitors. 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Provide parks and recreaƟon opportuniƟes and ameniƟes for ciƟzens of all ages and abiliƟes. 
· Ensure Port Huron Township has adequate financial resources for parks and recreaƟon faciliƟes and 

programs. 
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· Deliver outstanding recreaƟon programming and quality public services to all stakeholders. 
· Review and update the Township Master Plan/RecreaƟon Plan every five years. 
· Require adequate park and recreaƟon space as an integral part of new residenƟal developments. 
· UƟlize natural topographical features for recreaƟonal sites where possible. 
· Provide spaces large enough for mulƟple use recreaƟonal acƟviƟes. 
· When opportuniƟes arise, acquire and preserve land along the Black River to assure perpetual public 

access to the water. 
· Support the conƟnued development and uƟlizaƟon of an interconnected system of land and water trails 

in Port Huron Township and beyond. 
· Provide neighborhood parks for those areas that are significantly developed in the township. 
· Use recreaƟon areas for conserving natural features of the township. 
· Work with community partners to expand the township’s system of nonmotorized trails.  
· Develop nature trails in appropriate locaƟons in the township. 
· ConƟnue to partner with the City of Port Huron RecreaƟon Department to allow township residents to 

parƟcipate in city recreaƟon programs at the same rate as city residents. 
· Develop a dog park at an exisƟng township park or idenƟfy a new locaƟon for potenƟal development as 

a dog park. 
· ConƟnue to sponsor community programs such as the Easter Egg Hunt, the Michigamme Summer 

RecreaƟon program, the Family Fall FesƟval, and the Holiday DecoraƟon Contest. 
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· Explore opportuniƟes to partner with other local units of government, schools, or recreaƟon 
stakeholders to provide recreaƟon opportuniƟes for ciƟzens. 

· Promote acƟviƟes and events that provide social opportuniƟes for members of the community to 
connect with one another. 

· Consider adding new recreaƟon ameniƟes and programs for the growing senior ciƟzen populaƟon. 
 
Goal 10: ExisƟng Township parks are well maintained and improvements are planned 
in a coordinated and proacƟve manner 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· All Parks:  ConƟnuously work to improve ADA-accessibility at Township-owned recreaƟon faciliƟes. 
· Memorial Park:  

Þ Add drainage between the pavilions and ball diamonds for cornhole games. 
Þ Install cement cornhole games. 
Þ Expand, pave, and mark parking area. 
Þ Add lighƟng to parking area. 
Þ Construct a walking path within the park. 

· Hoover Park: 
Þ Add new lighƟng. 
Þ Add new playground equipment. 
Þ Update the pavilions in the park. 
Þ Add cooking grills. 

· Wm. P. Thompson Pond: 
Þ Install a new shed. 
Þ Replace guardrails. 
Þ Replace the boat dock. 
Þ Move the kayak launch to the west end of the pond. 
Þ Refurbish the dock. 
Þ Pave the parking lot. 
Þ Remove the bridge. 
Þ Add sandy beach behind Blue Water Community AcƟon and pavilions. 
Þ Add playground equipment. 
Þ Construct an accessible walking path around the pond with benches. 
Þ Add parking off 32nd Street. 
Þ Update the pavilions. 

· Michigan Road LiƩle League Park 
Þ Pour concrete around the concession stand. 
Þ Construct new restrooms. 
Þ Add new storage. 
Þ Install a new scoreboard and updated public address system. 
Þ Improve the baƫng cages. 
Þ Resurface the parking area and driveway. 
Þ Add parking lot lighƟng. 
Þ Improve electrical system in garage. 
Þ Make drainage improvements across the property as needed. 
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Goal 11:  The Township provides adequate and cost-efficient sewer, water, and storm 
drainage to all geographic areas of the community, consistent with the development 
of the area 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Develop and maintain sewer, water, and storm drainage systems to accommodate the development of 
the township. 

· Where appropriate, cooperate and partner with other agencies and governmental units to gain 
common benefits. 

· Phase sewer and water installaƟons to provide efficient growth and revenues to pay for the system. 
· Extend future sewer and water service in an orderly manner, leaving no gaps or spaces in coverage. 
· Implement the township’s storm drainage plan to solve exisƟng problems, in anƟcipaƟon of future 

surface drainage needs. 
· Install sewer and water faciliƟes only where planning, zoning, and municipal boundary policies will not 

be compromised by their use. 
· Encourage efficiencies in the design of new residenƟal development that will minimize public service 

costs. 
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Goal 12:  The Township provides a range of public faciliƟes and services consistent with 
the urban character of the community, which meets present and future needs, and 
supports the public health, safety, and welfare of residents. 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Ensure police, fire and emergency services are consistent with public need and finance improvements in 
the most cost-efficient manner. 

· Ensure solid waste, recyclable and hazardous materials are disposed of safely, effecƟvely and efficiently. 
· InvesƟgate the means to enhance intercommunity cooperaƟon and improve shared services. 
· Work with other units of government to obtain grants and other project funding from state and federal 

government sources, as well as nonprofit and philanthropic organizaƟons. 
· Strategically plan for and acquire land that can be use used for public faciliƟes and services. 
· Develop and update a Capital Improvement Program (CIP) on an annual basis. 
· Plan public faciliƟes and services to direct growth toward areas suitable for high-density development. 
· Ensure that the township zoning ordinance is based upon this master plan. Update the Township Master 

Plan every five years. 
 
Goal 13:  The Township promotes sustainability in the delivery of public services in 
order to protect the environment, preserve natural resources, and reduce energy and 
water consumpƟon. 
 
Strategic AcƟons: 

· Promote recycling and reuse programs in the township.  
· Encourage responsible water conservaƟon whenever possible. 
· Adopt zoning regulaƟons that will accommodate innovaƟons in alternaƟve energy, as long as they are 

appropriately sited. 
· Promote sustainability and efficiency pracƟces at township-owned faciliƟes to the extent that it is 

feasible, cost-effecƟve, and pracƟcal. 
· IdenƟfy and eliminate sources of exisƟng sewage contaminaƟon. 
· Prevent contaminaƟon from new polluƟon sources in residenƟal, commercial, and industrial 

developments. 
· Establish leadership among Township officials and residents to get environmental messages to the 

general public. 
· Encourage and educate ciƟzens and businesses on the importance of waste reducƟon and reuse. 
· Develop land in a manner consistent with local, county, and state water protecƟon objecƟves. 
· Support responsible recreaƟonal uses of Port Huron Township’s natural resources. 
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In This Chapter: 
· Master Plan Review and Amendments 
· Master Plan ImplementaƟon Tools 
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IÄãÙÊ�ç�ã®ÊÄ 
The overarching intent of this master plan is to protect and improve the quality of life in Port Huron Township.  
In order for the plan to be effecƟve in guiding and managing change within the community, it will take conƟnued 
commitment and support from the township board, the planning commission, administraƟve staff and ciƟzens of 
the community.  The vision, goals and strategies put forth in this plan will not implement themselves. 
ImplemenƟng the recommendaƟons of the plan occurs through a number of methods including zoning 
ordinances, subdivision regulaƟons, funding programs and administraƟve procedures which are described in this 
chapter. The master plan itself has no legal authority to regulate development in order to implement the 
recommendaƟons contained therein. ImplementaƟon stems from the decisions of the Township officials, 
including the planning commission, to provide necessary public improvements and to insƟtute and administer 
regulaƟons over the use of land. 
 
Previous chapters provide background informaƟon and analysis on the key issues and trends in Port Huron 
Township at the Ɵme this plan was adopted in 2022. Goals and strategies throughout the plan provide a 
foundaƟon to guide the resoluƟon of issues and establish policies for decision-making in the future. 
RecommendaƟons are listed throughout the plan; some are described in detail or shown on various maps, while 
others are more of a policy guide for the future. This format enables the plan to be flexible and applicable to new 
issues, opportuniƟes, and alternaƟves that may arise. This implementaƟon chapter should be used as a resource 
when the Township begins implemenƟng the goals and strategies of this plan. Over Ɵme, the Township may 
discover new implementaƟon approaches. 
 

M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä R�ò®�ó �Ä� AÃ�Ä�Ã�ÄãÝ 
The Township must commit to upholding the integrity of the goals and strategies of the document. The Michigan 
Planning Enabling Act (Public Act 33 of 2008) requires that the plan be reviewed and revised or reaffirmed at 
least every five years. The plan should be used on a consistent basis and discussed annually to determine if any 
amendments need to be considered. In addiƟon, new planning commission and township board members 
should be provided with a copy of the document before they take office to give them background on the 
Township and its adopted policies.  
 
In accordance with the MPEA and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), the Port Huron 
Township master plan and five-year parks and recreaƟon plan will be reviewed every five years and, if necessary, 
will be updated to remain a viable document.  There is constant change in the community’s economic, 
demographic, and social character, which warrants revising the plan to reflect the latest trends relaƟve to long-
range goals.  If circumstances necessitate a change to the plan prior the five-year review, then the plan will be 
amended as necessary. 
 
This master plan is intended to be an adaptable document. Master plan amendments should not be made 
without thorough analysis of immediate needs, as well as consideraƟon of long-range impacts of amendments to 
the plan. The township board and planning commission should consider each proposed amendment carefully to 
determine whether it is consistent with the plan's goals and policies, and whether it will offer long-term benefits 
to the ciƟzens of Port Huron Township. 
 
CorrecƟve measures and special iniƟaƟves are recommended to realize the Township’s land use vision. All are 
important. Major efforts include:  
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· Modernizing and updaƟng the zoning ordinance as needed; 
· Preparing and annually updaƟng a five-year capital improvement program; 
· ConducƟng more detailed planning and design studies of special sub-areas; 
· Strengthening planning, zoning and development knowledge of elected and appointed officials; and 
· Exploring the use of partnerships to improve efficiency and service.  

 
AcƟons fall into many Ɵmeframes. Some are ongoing or year-round such as zoning text and map amendments. 
Others are mulƟ-year acƟons, such as nurturing leadership and providing knowledge for the public. Depending 
on the acƟon, efforts may need to be enacted sequenƟally or simultaneously. An example of a sequenƟal acƟon 
may be the preparaƟon of a sub-area plan prior to creaƟng zoning regulaƟons. A simultaneous acƟon may be 
adopƟng changes to the Zoning Ordinance text and map.  
 

M�Ýã�Ù P½�Ä IÃÖ½�Ã�Äã�ã®ÊÄ TÊÊ½Ý 
Bonding 
Bonds are one of the primary sources of financing used by communiƟes to pay for capital improvements. 
General obligaƟon bonds are issued for specific projects and are paid off by the general public through property 
tax revenues.  Revenue bonds are issued for the construcƟon of projects that generate revenue. The bonds are 
then reƟred using income generated by the project.  
 
Brownfield Redevelopment 
Michigan has developed several incenƟves for redevelopment, including cost-effecƟve cleanup opƟons, 
causaƟon-based liability, liability protecƟon for new owners, and grants and loans available to local units of 
government. InnovaƟve use of available federal, state, and local resources can be incorporated into 
redevelopment incenƟves to support expansion and to encourage new businesses to locate in Michigan. 
 
In 2004, the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners established the St. Clair County Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority (SCCBRA) to assist in the revitalizaƟon of contaminated properƟes throughout the county. The SCCBRA 
is managed by the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission. The SCCBRA can assist communiƟes and 
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private land owners in assessing the environmental condiƟons on sites suspected of being impacted by 
petroleum products or hazardous substances. 
 
The SCCBRA supports projects throughout St. Clair County that require financial assistance with assessing 
potenƟal environmental roadblocks or concerns. Michigan's Brownfield Redevelopment programs are some of 
the best in the naƟon, providing communiƟes and developers of Brownfields with: 

· Liability protecƟon (for pre-exisƟng environmental contaminaƟon) 
· OpportuniƟes for reimbursement of environmental expenditures 
· OpportuniƟes for low-cost loans 
· Reimbursement of eligible redevelopment acƟviƟes, including demoliƟon and asbestos/lead abatement 

costs 
 
Brownfield project funding is also made possible through the use of incremental taxes generated by 
redevelopment projects approved in a Brownfield Plan. For more informaƟon about St. Clair County’s Brownfield 
Redevelopment program visit  www.stclaircounty.org/Offices/metro/Brownfield.aspx. 
 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
Public Act 33 of 2008, also known as the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (MPEA), requires all communiƟes to 
prepare a CIP unless exempted by statute or the legislaƟve body of the community.  Specifically, SecƟon 65 of 
MPEA states: 

To further the desirable future development of the local unit of government under the master  plan, a 
planning commission, aŌer adopƟon of a master plan, shall annually prepare a capital improvements 
program of public structures and improvements, unless the planning commission is exempted from this 
requirement by charter or otherwise. If the planning commission is exempted, the legislaƟve body either 
shall prepare and adopt a capital improvements program, separate from or as a part of the annual 
budget, or shall delegate the preparaƟon of the capital improvements program to the chief elected 
official or a nonelected administraƟve official, subject to final approval by the legislaƟve body. The capital 
improvements program shall show those public structures and improvements, in the general order of 
their priority, that in the commission's judgment will be needed or desirable and can be undertaken 
within the ensuing 6-year period. The capital improvements program shall be based upon the 
requirements of the local unit of government for all types of public structures and improvements. 
Consequently, each agency or department of the local unit of government with authority for public 
structures or improvements shall upon request furnish the planning commission with lists, plans, and 
esƟmates of Ɵme and cost of those public structures and improvements. 
 

In its basic form, a CIP is a complete list of all proposed public improvements over the next six (6) years, including 
esƟmated costs and operaƟon expenses.  The CIP outlines the projects that will replace or improve exisƟng 
faciliƟes or that will be necessary to serve current and project land use development in the Township. 
 
Proper management of communiƟes today requires not only that a CIP be developed, but also that it be updated 
annually. Advanced planning for public works projects ensures more effecƟve and cost-efficient capital 
expenditures, as well as the provision of public works in a Ɵmely manner.  Since communiƟes face ongoing 
expenses, the development of a CIP makes it possible to strike a balance between maintenance and operaƟonal 
expenses for the construcƟon of public works. 
 
RecommendaƟons presented in the CIP can serve to guide the Township’s investments in public faciliƟes to 
provide necessary services to all land uses.  Furthermore, with a CIP, the Township can monitor its balance of 
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borrowing power and municipal credit raƟng, which in turn affects the interest rates the Township must pay 
when it borrows for public works construcƟon. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funding 
CDBG funding through the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) and the Michigan Economic 
Development CorporaƟon (MEDC) can be used for numerous community improvement projects in addiƟon to 
housing rehabilitaƟon. CDBG funds are required to be used primarily to improve housing opportuniƟes and 
recreaƟonal and social opportuniƟes for distressed porƟons of the community. CDBG funds can also be used for 
community and economic development.  By using CDBG funds in distressed porƟons of the community, funds 
that would have been spent on compleƟng those improvements are freed up to be used elsewhere. Therefore, 
while the residents of a distressed porƟon of the community benefit directly from the CDBG program, the 
township in general benefits by having funds that would have been spent available for other improvements.  
OŌen, the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission receives CDBG funding through the state for 
housing rehabilitaƟon programs. Through those programs, eligible homeowners in Port Huron Township can 
benefit from receiving zero or low-interest loans to make needed repairs. 
 
Complete Streets and Green Streets 
Complete streets look at how all modes of transportaƟon, including cars, bicycles, and pedestrians uƟlize the 
road network and provide a plan to create safe, efficient access for all users. The Township should work with 
community partners to develop a complete streets plan to be considered whenever transportaƟon improvement 
projects are considered in the community.  
 
Green streets incorporate green infrastructure elements into transportaƟon projects in order to beƩer manage 
stormwater runoff. 
 
CoordinaƟon and CollaboraƟon 
ImplementaƟon will require cooperaƟon between governmental units. Maximum impact will be achieved only if 
the Township is able to achieve cooperaƟon from other units of government and agencies. CollaboraƟon 
between local governments is a way to realize significant cost savings, while maintaining and expanding 
important services to residents and other stakeholders. CollaboraƟon and coordinaƟon will also strengthen grant 
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applicaƟons for funding assistance from many state and federal agencies that oŌen look to fund projects that 
have a more regional focus.  On top of that, intergovernmental cooperaƟon can provide opportuniƟes for 
economies of scale for procurement and service delivery.  
 
Economic Development 
In general, building partnerships and distribuƟng informaƟon through the internet are important acƟviƟes to 
follow-through on. A strategy should be developed in conjuncƟon with the Port Huron Township Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) and partner stakeholders to coordinate rather than duplicate efforts. The 
Township should work closely with the Economic Development Alliance (EDA) of St. Clair County and other 
community partners to develop and implement an economic development strategy focused on business 
retenƟon and aƩracƟon, among other efforts. 
 
Green Building/Sustainable Design 
Sustainable design idenƟfies ecological, infrastructural, and cultural characterisƟcs of a site and/or building with 
related open spaces which results in the integraƟon of the environment. The intent is to promote sensiƟve infill 
development that relates well to both natural systems and exisƟng infrastructure with an overall design and 
construcƟon that reduces energy use.  
 
The United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) provides the 
benchmark for the design, construcƟon, and operaƟon of high performance green buildings and site design. 
LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability by recognizing performance in five key areas of 
human and environmental health: sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials 
selecƟon, and indoor environmental quality. 
 
A raƟng system has been developed and is conƟnually updated through an open consensus based process which 
is the standard for environmentally healthy neighborhoods around the naƟon. New developments and 
revitalizaƟon of exisƟng ones can be LEED-cerƟfied based on qualifying guidelines. 
 
Township officials should incorporate sustainability and green building elements into future developments in the 
community. At a minimum, the Township should ensure that any new public faciliƟes are designed and built with 
sustainability in mind, potenƟally seeking LEED-cerƟficaƟon. Over the years, numerous studies have shown that 
LEED-cerƟfied buildings have lower operaƟng costs, promote healthier neighborhoods, and conserve energy and 
natural resources, which lead to greater sustainability and benefits for the community. 
 
Leadership 
Leadership acƟons encourage elected and appointed officials to play a proacƟve role in redevelopment. 
Leadership in building regional partnerships is important in maintaining services without impacƟng the budget. 
Joint meeƟngs between the township board, planning commission, zoning board of appeals, and development 
authoriƟes are recommended to assure all boards and commissions follow a similar vision.  
 
Other recommended tasks include:  
 

· Maintaining strict code enforcement pracƟce;  
· Ensuring Township officials and staff regularly communicate with residents and businesses through 

newsleƩers, website and public meeƟngs;  
· Ensuring the township board convenes an annual planning and development meeƟng with the planning 

commission, ZBA, and the DDA; and  
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· Strengthening knowledge of development, planning and zoning through training for elected and 
appointed officials.  

 
Parks and RecreaƟon Plan 
Each year, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) offers recreaƟon grants for the acquisiƟon 
and development of parks and recreaƟon faciliƟes through the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, the 
RecreaƟon Passport Grant Program, and the Land and Water ConservaƟon Fund. Any local unit of government 
that has a current recreaƟon plan approved by the MDNR is eligible to apply for one of these recreaƟon grants. 
In order to be approved by the MDNR, a recreaƟon plan must determine the Township’s recreaƟon needs and 
develop a five-year acƟon plan of proposed recreaƟon projects to meet those needs. Only those recreaƟon 
projects included in the five-year acƟon plan are eligible for recreaƟon grant financing. 
 
A parks and recreaƟon plan is intended to guide decision makers with the future development and improvement 
of the Township’s parks, recreaƟon faciliƟes, and programs. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
provides communiƟes with guidance on what components need to be included in a Parks and RecreaƟon Plan 
and, ulƟmately, reviews local plans for state approval. In order for Port Huron Township to be eligible for 
potenƟal grant funding through the MDNR, it has to have a parks and recreaƟon master plan that has been 
adopted within the last five years. CommuniƟes typically review and update their plans on a five-year cycle. 
 
Beginning with this master plan, the Port Huron Township five-year parks and recreaƟon plan is now integrated 
within the overall master plan document and is now on the same five-year cycle.  The MDNR-required 
components for a recreaƟon plan are incorporated throughout this document.  These components include: 

· Community Profile 
· AdministraƟve Structure for Parks and RecreaƟon 
· RecreaƟon Inventory 
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· Summary of Public Input 
· Goals and ObjecƟves 
· AcƟon Plan 

 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
Planned unit development (PUD) is a zoning concept that allows modificaƟons to the zoning requirements of a 
site to achieve a paƩern of development that is suited to the unique site characterisƟcs and allows for 
negoƟaƟon between the community and the developer to achieve a mutual benefit. The PUD opƟon permits a 
single site to be planned as a unit with a variety of housing types, land uses, and densiƟes. Design flexibility is 
granted in return for a comprehensively planned site, preserved open space, infrastructure improvements and 
significant site plan scruƟny.  
 
PUDs are appropriate in all areas, but are most oŌen applied on large parcels. PUDs are an aƩracƟve opƟon for 
communiƟes because they can preserve a porƟon of the site as protected open space, allow the requirement of 
off-site infrastructure improvements, provide an added level of regulatory scruƟny, and enable significant 
parcels to be developed comprehensively according to sound planning principles such as mixing of uses.  
 
The Township does have PUD regulaƟons in its zoning ordinance.  This tool may be an ideal opƟon for developing 
areas in the township that are currently undeveloped or in need of redevelopment in the future.   
 
Redevelopment Ready CommuniƟes (RRC) Program 
According to the Michigan Economic Development CorporaƟon (MEDC), the Redevelopment Ready CommuniƟes 
(RRC) program measures and cerƟfies communiƟes that integrate transparency, predictability and efficiency into 
their development pracƟces with the goal of realizing a community-supported redevelopment vision that is 
inviƟng to investors. The RRC has developed a set of best pracƟces for communiƟes to follow to communiƟes to 
build a clear and transparent development process. The six RRC best pracƟces include: 

· Community Plans and Public Outreach 
· Zoning RegulaƟons 
· Development Review Process 
· Recruitment and EducaƟon 
· Redevelopment Ready Sites 
· Community Prosperity 

 
The Redevelopment Ready CommuniƟes program will make Port Huron Township more aƩracƟve for investors 
and may spur new economic development. AddiƟonally, becoming engaged in the program and working toward 
RRC cerƟficaƟon will allow development projects within the Township to be eligible for potenƟal incenƟve 
programs through the MEDC and other state agencies. The program is open to any community in Michigan - at 
no cost. According to the MEDC, those who will benefit most are communiƟes that either already have an area 
of concentrated development such as a tradiƟonal downtown or commercial corridor or are planning for such 
development.  
 
Public Involvement 
Township leadership should ensure that residents and business owners are kept abreast of what is happening in 
the community. The public should be apprised of new development plans that are submiƩed for review and 
approval. In many communiƟes, all acƟve development proposals or projects are kept on a list on the municipal 
website, along with iniƟal submiƩal dates, a processing Ɵmeline, and public hearing dates. This pracƟce helps 
the community to build trust and to educate ciƟzens about decisions regarding future development and public 
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improvements. As technology changes, new methods of communicaƟon provide decision makers with low-cost, 
wide reaching ways of soliciƟng input. Social media plaƞorms such as Facebook, Instagram, and TwiƩer can be 
uƟlized to seek meaningful input during the development phase of projects to idenƟfy potenƟal issues and 
adjust plans accordingly. 
Seƫng PrioriƟes 
The master plan contains a mulƟtude of recommendaƟons. There may be insufficient staff or volunteer support 
to implement all of the recommendaƟons in a planned, systemaƟc manner. As such, a process for establishing 
prioriƟes must be developed as soon as the master plan is adopted. ParƟcipants involved in seƫng prioriƟes 
should include Township department heads and appropriate staff, the planning commission, and the township 
board. The Township’s planning consultant should facilitate this process. 
 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
Tax increment financing is authorized by the Downtown Development Authority Act, Neighborhood Authority 
Act, Corridor Improvement Act, and the Local Development Finance Authority Act.  Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) is a popular method of financing the public costs associated with development and redevelopment 
projects. TIF occurs when a local government freezes the tax base within a specific development district and 
uses the revenues generated by reassessment or new development to finance selected improvements within 
the district. The term “tax increment” refers to the addiƟonal taxes that will result from private development. 
This “increment” is earmarked or “captured” for the TIF or to other taxing units that otherwise would receive 
revenues.  
 
Zoning Ordinance 
Zoning is the process most oŌen used to implement community master plans. Zoning is a legal means for the 
Township to regulate private property in order to achieve orderly and harmonious land use relaƟonships. The 
zoning ordinance incorporates standards that promote the health, safety, and welfare of the public and 
property owners.   
 
The official zoning map divides the community into different zones or districts within which certain uses are 
permiƩed and others are not. The zoning ordinance text notes the uses which are permiƩed and establishes 
regulaƟons to control densiƟes, height, bulk, setbacks, lot sizes and accessory uses. 
 
In considering an applicaƟon for the rezoning of property, it is criƟcal to the success of this master plan that the 
planning commission reviews the Future Land Use Map AND the goals and intent of the exisƟng/proposed land 
use categories before making any land use decisions. While the map serves a guide, the associated 
recommendaƟons are found in the text. This relaƟonship is described in more detail in the Zoning Plan chapter 
(Chapter 5). No zoning request which is inconsistent with this plan should be considered without first making an 
amendment to the plan. 
 
Upon adopƟng this master plan, the Township should review its zoning ordinance and update the ordinance in 
accordance with the recommended changes laid forth in the Zoning Plan chapter (Chapter 5), the Land Use 
chapter (Chapter 4), and the goals and strategies outlined in Chapter 6. This will ensure that Port Huron 
Township’s zoning ordinance is based upon the master plan, as required by law. 
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Community Resiliency 
The draŌ St. Clair County Master Plan that is expected to be 
adopted in 2023 includes a secƟon on Coastal Resiliency, 
which includes a detailed overview of the impacts of climate 
change on the Great Lakes, the variability of lake water 
levels, and building community resilience.  As defined by the 
Urban Sustainability Directors Network, community 
resilience is the ability of a community to anƟcipate, 
accommodate and posiƟvely adapt to or thrive amidst 
changing climate condiƟons or hazard events and enhance 
quality of life, reliable systems, economic vitality and 
conservaƟon of resources for present and future 
generaƟons.   The Coastal Resiliency secƟon in the County 
Master Plan was developed by the Land InformaƟon Access 
AssociaƟon, in cooperaƟon with researchers from the 
University of Michigan and Michigan Technological 
University.  The project was funded through the NaƟonal 
Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministraƟon (NOAA) Coastal 
Management Program. 
 
According to the County Master Plan, and  based on the 
most recent models, the climate of St. Clair County will 
conƟnue to warm, with greater increases in average temperatures during the winter months and at night. 
There are a variety of weather impacts expected with this change in average temperatures. Some of the 
potenƟal impacts of climate change in the county are listed below: 
 

· Storms are expected to become more frequent and more severe; 
· Increases in winter and spring precipitaƟon; 
· Less precipitaƟon as snow and more as rain; 
· Less winter ice on lakes; 
· Extended growing season (earlier spring/later fall); 
· More flooding events with risks of erosion; 
· Increases in frequency and length of severe heat events (heat waves); and 
· Increased risk of drought, parƟcularly in summer. 

 
The Township can become a more resilient community by uƟlizing green infrastructure to manage stormwater 
runoff and miƟgate the environmental impacts of climate-related hazards.  AddiƟonally, the Township should 
parƟcipate in regional watershed planning efforts and work with community partners to implement innovaƟve 
soluƟons to reduce paved and impervious surfaces in the community. 
 
 
 

According to the Rockefeller 
FoundaƟon, a Resilient Community 
has… 
 
1. Minimal human vulnerability 

2. Diverse livelihoods and employment 

3. EffecƟve safeguards to human life and health 

4. A collecƟve idenƟty and mutual support 

5. Comprehensive security and rule of law 

6. A sustainable economy 

7. Reduced exposure and fragility  

8. EffecƟve provision of criƟcal services 

9. Reliable mobility and communicaƟon 

10. EffecƟve leadership and management 

11. Empowered stakeholders 

12. Integrated development planning  


